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Hobbit Doors 
By Graeme Mould

A customer asked us if the log home shell we were 
building for him could have a Hobbit door. Or, for any 
of you unfamiliar with the “Lord of the Rings” movies: 
a completely round door in a round opening. Of 
course we said “yes,” no problem.

One opening, (as there were now to be two Hobbit 
doors in the project) was a large wooden door with 
elaborate sprawling steel hinge, and the second was 
an interior opening with two glass doors.

As you can imagine, the openings had to be quite 
large to get a 1.8m (6-foot) person through. And for 
all of you who know about log construction, if we 
cut a circular hole, then the opening would settle in 
height, and the opening would become some odd, 
squashed oval shape, not round.

As we built the log home shell, we drew a circle 
of the approximate shape on the logs, so we could 
maximize log use—because we like to use log pieces 
instead of full-length logs, for some openings. Photo 
1 shows the rough-formed opening in the completed 
log wall. 

To lay out and cut the shape of the opening in the 
unsettled log wall, the designer had us cut the bottom 
half of the circle to be a true circle, and had us cut the 
top half of the circle about 60mm (2-1/4”) oval. (See 
sidebar, page 2.)

To do this, we laid the top curve out in two halves, 
with a slightly offset centre, up and to the left and up 
and to the right respectively for each half. Photo 1 
shows the centre piece set up, and the offset. This was 
done on both sides of the wall.

This created a slightly oval top half, to account for 
the calculated settling amount. Now our logbuilders 
had a line on both sides of the wall which they could 
easily follow with a two handled saw. Photo 2 shows 
how the saw men cutting to these layout lines, which 
proved to be really easy.

The opening was then sanded smooth and square. 
A centreline was put back in place around the whole 
opening. Large flexible rulers are good for this, or thin 
strips of ply or manufactured board.
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MISSION STATEMENT
This association is a non-profit 

organization comprised of log crafters and 

affiliated members from many countries. 

We are dedicated to the education of 

both our members and the public. 

Our association has a mandate to 

research, develop and share techniques 

relevant to the construction of superior 

handcrafted log buildings.

Photo 3—the log ends needed to be necked down to 200mm (8-inches) to fit inside 
the steel frame. A block screwed to the saw bar acted as a depth gauge, and an MDF 
strip screwed to the log ends on the inside of the opening was the width gauge. This 
cut was made all around the opening, and then the process was repeated for the other 
side of the wall.

Our openings had wings on the necked 
portions, like the ramps that lead into a saddle 
(scarf) notch, but these were easier to cut one-log-
at-a-time after the shell was taken apart.

On assembly day the sill log portion through the 
opening was removed, and then some concrete 
had to be removed from the slab. After assembling 
about 3 rounds of logs, the half-ton steel rings 
were lowered into place in each opening, Photo 4.

If we ever get another Hobbit Door job we’d 
have the steel frame fabricated with a flat section 
on the bottom, instead of totally round. We had to 
remove concrete from the slab to install the ring. 

The steel was made of two formed, rolled 
150mm x150mm (6” x 6”) angles. One circle was 
slightly smaller in diameter than the other circle, 
so the smaller one could slide inside the larger 
one, and then the two steel circles were screwed 
to each other with the flanges 200mm apart, to 
match the thickness of the tenons on our log ends. 

Because the log ends were being enclosed in a 
steel channel 200mm (8-inch) wide with 150mm 
(6-inch) flange-sides we were not worried about 
the small step in the log-end surface that happens 
as archways settle because the remainder of the 
settling could be easily taken up in the 150mm 
(6”) deep channel of steel. 

The rest of the building was assembled, and as planned, the top header log opening 
over the Hobbit door was just visible (about 20mm, 3/4”) above the steel ring, so after 
some settling it will slide down into the steel frame for full cover.

The exterior door is a hollow, steel box-section with wood T&G cladding, and fancy 
hinges, Photo 5. And the owners report they can shut the door with their pinky.

Photo 3

Photo 4

Editor’s note: In drawing or CAD software, 
draw a true circle the diameter that you 
want the opening to be after settling. Now 
use the scale tool, and stretch the circle 
6%, or the settling you expect, vertically (Y 
axis), and do not stretch at all horizontally 
(X axis). The taller shape is the cut in 
the green log wall. Since this is a scale 
drawing, you can add in the actual top 
of each log in the wall. If you added a 
rectangular grid to your drawing (maybe 
1-foot centers), then you could lay out the 
shape you want to cut on the green log 
wall using the grid. Or just take a photo of 
the green log wall, import it into the CAD 
program as a background, and scale it!
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In Part I & II, we talked about the benefits of a public relations 
campaign, ideas about what makes a story, and how to write a 
release.  
In this section we will focus on:

 
 1. How to build a media contact file.
 2. What publications want. 
 3. Build a photo file and work with photographers.
 4. Photo shoot procedures & expectations.
 5. Photo copyright and releases.
 6. Using the Internet Newswire Service to get  

  your message out.

1. Building a media contact file
Once you have the story idea, it’s time to get the information 

out to the appropriate editorial contacts. Developing your 
targeted database of contacts is key to getting articles published. 
Always try and mail at least 3 or 4 items or storylines per year. 
Editors maintain a file of contacts and will contact you for 
feedback and comments for other related housing stories. Be the 
pro that they contact, to confirm information or to get some of 
their questions answered.
Your media contact database should include the following: 

• List of editors such as: Building Editor, Business Editor, Home  
 Editor, Local News Editor, Feature Editor, Real Estate Editor  
 or Lifestyle Editor. In smaller newspapers or publications, one  
 person might fill all these roles.

• Media File Information: Media Type, Newspaper (daily or   
 weekly), Magazine or trade, Media contact name with - title:  
 address: city, state zip: phone, fax, E-mail, website and how  
 they like to receive their releases.

2. What publications want 
Find out what each media contact wants, and how they 

want to receive your material. Certain publications don’t accept 
outside releases, however, they are always looking for a key 
story line. The best way to find out is through a public relations 
agency that has a nationwide subscription database listing all 
media contacts. This database is updated weekly and lists all 
the necessary data. The alternative is much harder, but you can 
contact each newspaper and magazine individually by phone 
and ask their requirements. 

It is critical to understand the objective of each publication. 
You need to know what they are looking for and what you 
should send them. Here is a sample of the profile of Better 
Homes & Gardens Beautiful Homes. Organization Profile: 
“Offers readers real solutions for taking an active role in the 
home building process. Editorial content covers homes that are 

new, existing, spec or production-built. Showcases new homes, 
design ideas, room planning, construction techniques, and 
building products.”

3. Build a photo file & working with photographers
One of your best investments is a photo file. Always carry 

a small digital and video camera with you when you visit job 
sites or completed homes. When you see something out of the 
ordinary or special, make sure to capture a few shots of the 
exterior and the interior. Consider the photos you take as test 
shots. Test shots are what you show to a publication. If they like 
the home, they will probably want to use their own professional 
photographer. If that is not the case, then you’ll want to hire 
a professional. If you have professional photos, then you will 
have a better chance of getting your homes published—so 
don’t skimp. Once you have great photos, you’ll be able to use 
them for your web site, literature, display booth, advertising, 
presentation book and other marketing tools.

4. Photo shoot 
When you hire a professional photographer, don’t expect 

them to come into a home and finish in a couple of hours. A 
professional architectural photographer will take one or two 
days to complete a shoot. When a photographer arrives at a 
home, they will look at the home and decide what shots will be 
taken, interiors and exteriors. Once this is done they normally 
set up a staging area for the equipment, and lights, and, props 
will be selected. You might also need to hire someone who can 
help with important props, such as flowers, food, etc.  These set 
the mood for the pictures. Be aware that most photographers 
may move some furniture and accessories to suit the camera 
lens (the naked eye and camera lens see things differently). 
When finished, the photographer will return everything to its 
place to the satisfaction of the homeowner.

5. Photo copyright and releases
Many photographers want to maintain the ownership of 

the photos, even though you are paying for them. Always 
make sure that you end up with the full copyright. By owning 
the copyright, you will have more flexibility on what you can 
do with the photos, and you won’t have to pay each time 
you use them. Don’t let the photographer tell you otherwise. 
Many professional photographers will grant you full copyright 
ownership.

And you’ll need a photo release from your customer (the 
homeowner). Here is a sample photo release that you might 
consider using.

continued next page

Public Relations Made Easy – Part 3
Increasing Sales with a Campaign 
By Jerry Rouleau
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Public Relations Made Easy – Part 3
Increasing Sales with a Campaign 
By Jerry Rouleau

I hereby grant XYZ Company and parties designated by 

XYZ Company, unrestricted permission to use and publish any 

and all photographs of myself, and/or my personal property, for 

the purpose of editorial, trade, advertising, display, exhibition 

use or any other printed material or electronic medium without 

compensation. All negatives and positives, together with prints 

and all reproductions, shall constitute the property, including 

all copyright interest, of XYZ Company, solely and completely. 

The undersigned, hereby waves any rights that he/she may 

have to inspect or approve finished photos, or advertising copy, 

or printed matter that may be used in conjunction with other 

photography. I have read this release and fully understand its 

contents.

In using such photography,  (I do) or  (I do not)  (circle 

one)   want my name, and city location of the property 

included. Names: Address: City: State:  Zip: Date: with a 

signature line.

The last paragraph is helpful if the homeowner may not want 
the location or their name used as part of the publicity. Most 
clients are more than happy to help you get publicity. You will 
find that those who don’t want their name and location used, 
are the ones that will want the most copies of the article to show 
their friends.

6. Using the Internet Newswire Service to get your 
message out

Once you have a release in place and have sent it off to your 
media contacts, don’t forget to also send it using the Internet 
News Wire Service.  This will give you additional exposure and 
give you coverage on the Internet, which will help the SEO of your 
website. Internet wire service Resources: Prnewswire, Prweb.com, 
Prbuzz.com and marketwire.com.

I wish you success in your new public relations campaign! 
Remember, a third-party story is a great selling tool. Public 
relations stories are ten times more valuable than advertisement.

If you missed Part 1 & 2 of this series, drop me an e-mail and I’ll 
send them to you. 

About Jerry Rouleau:
Jerry is the founder and co-host of the popular weekly radio 

program, BuilderRadio.com. He is a speaker, author, coach and 
consultant, specializing in public relations, marketing and sales 
training for builders, housing companies and building product 
suppliers. Jerry can be reached at jerryrouleau@comcast.com or via  
his websites at: www.jrouleau.com & www.BuilderRadio.com

For companies interested in implementing their own public relations 
programs, the author has produced a 12 chapter workbook titled “A 
Practical Step-by-Step Do-it Yourself Publicity Starter Workbook.”

BRODA® finishes were developed by a loghome builder 

from Whistler, to deliver mountain- tough durability with 

easy maintenance. Visit our web site. Download 

our free spec guide for loghome builders and find 

out more about our water- borne natural oil finish, 

water- based acrylic clear- coats and urethanes. 

While you’re there, check our gallery to see how 

other builders have used BRODA®.  Because 

longer- lasting finishes are 

more fun for everyone. 

cbrproducts.com/rather be playing

FREE Spec Guide:  www.cbrproducts.com/ratherbeclimbing For samples, call toll- free: 1•888 •311•5339 
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This year’s conference was worth the week off – despite being 
in the middle of a busy time at my building yard.  I came away 
with some great ideas for improving my own business, and I 
was heartened to see that the Association is moving in some 
exciting directions.  My sense is that there were some watershed 
moments for the ILBA at the Arizona Conference.

Turnout was good. Not as large as our largest, of course, but 
much larger than our smallest gatherings. The hotel and venue 
were excellent and modestly priced (thanks, Ann!). All I heard 
were compliments. Our faithful Sponsors (see list on page 12) 
and our auction successfully brought the financial support that 
we need.

For starters, there was no small stir amongst members when 
we realized that the old “Log Building Standards” had been 
downloaded 35,000 times!  This made us all realize that we are 
missing an opportunity to increase our revenues – money that 
could be used in the future to further ILBA projects and research.   
There was nearly unanimous feeling that we should charge 
a small fee for downloading a valuable resource like our new 
“Effective Practices and Methods.”  Of course this led to many 
side discussions regarding revenue producing ideas: all necessary 
for the ILBA to be strong and proactive. 

There were some frank discussions about the changing 
building codes – particularly from the ICC (International Code 
Council) – that will eventually affect all of us in the home 
building industry.  The membership affirmed that the ILBA will 
remain active in the ICC building and energy codes. 

In the same vein, energy efficiency and blower door testing 
was a topic of discussion.  Ed Shure shared his frustrations 
building a log home in the extreme municipal environment of 
Boulder County, Colorado, where the carbon footprint of the 
home had to be offset—and it wasn’t easy or cheap.  Kevin 
Maynard shared results from a blower door test of a home 
built by Dan Wait that was very tight – a lesson to all of us that 
gasketing the joinery is very effective.

And Robert Chambers got us all talking and speculating about 
a new approach to log home building— just when we thought 
we had seen it all!  Judging by the constant grin on his face, 
Robert knew we would be blown away by his new Accelerated 
method that allows for log home shells to be built without the 
walls gaining height.

There were some absences this year – we all understood that 
times are tough for many, and we definitely missed some of the 
“usuals.”  But it was great to catch up with those who came, and 
even meet some first-timers.  It is encouraging to get together 
and talk about our industry.  Who says, “Log builders are 
secretive and do not share information?”  That has not been my 
experience.  It is also encouraging to just hang out and visit.  

Many of our members flew through Las Vegas . . . and this 
meant rare sightseeing opportunities in National Parks like Zion 
and Grand Canyon.

Just wait until next year… we will exchange the backdrop of 
the Grand Canyon for the sheer power and majesty of Niagara 
Falls in 2011. I cannot wait to see what ILBA members will come 
up with next! 

37th Annual Meeting
Prescott, Arizona Conference  
By Earl Laverty, Photos By Willi Miks

Panel discussion of energy codes and log homes. Linda Bourdage and Katharina Koelbel.

Dan Wait and Mira Jean Steinbrecher.
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37th Annual Meeting
Prescott, Arizona Conference  
By Earl Laverty, Photos By Willi Miks

David Rogers and Ron Brodigan.

Ed Shure, Sophie Rickard, and Tom Hahney.

Cyr Bourdage-Beckedorf and Ann Miks.

Manitowoc crane being demonstrated. They let everyone try 
running it. Sweet.

More conference photos online!
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TOURING ARIZONA  
By Mira Jean Steinbrecher, A.I.A.

Twelve intrepid explorers went out to see more of Arizona in a 
small bus driven by Lynn, a local redhead who knew ‘the History 
of Everything’. Heading southeast from Prescott, we arrived at 
Cordez Junction in an hour's time. Our objective: Arcosanti, site 
of Italian architect Paolo Soleri's 40-year-old experiment in living.

From the Arizona Visitors Guide: 'Arcosanti is a prototype 
arcology, an urban environment based on density and efficiency. 
It embodies Soleri's proposal to "reinvent the American Dream" 
in a rational and progressive way, acknowledging the reality of 
scarce and depleting resources.' The desert site encompasses 860 
acres, yet construction is limited to perhaps 1% of the land.

Experiments in climate-responsive design, 'energy apron' 
greenhouses, and compact living create a campus of unusual 
structures where fulltime residents, staff, short-term visitors and 
students live and work together. A jam-packed calendar offers 
lectures, concerts and course work.

Oddly, Arcosanti feels like a place out-of-time—stuck somehow 
in a 1960s version of the future. Built largely of concrete, and 
sitting just off I-17, a compact future city of 5,000 seems unlikely. 
In terms of today’s concepts around the embodied energy of 
materials and the conservation of natural resources in building, 
the ideas seem dated and on the way to being irrelevant.

But the sun was warm, the plantings inviting and the sandcast 
bronze Soleri bells, for which the place is most famous, chimed 
sweetly. More than one of those special creations got shipped 
north. (To see the bells, go to: www.cosanti.com; to find out 
more about Arcosanti, go to: www.arcosanti.com.)

A drive north along I-17 and then northwest into the hills 
above Cottonwood brought us to the historic copper mining 

Arconsanti fabric 'chimney' cools in summer and heats in winter by 
moving air to and from a glass dome. Photo Peter Sperlich

Front row: Mira Steinbrecher, Katharina Kölbel, Duane Sellman, Higgs Murphy, Howard Stockburger,  Back row: Kevin Maynard, Roger Porrenga, Wayne and Jeannie Sparshu, Mark Deagle, Margaret and Peter Sperlich

continued next page
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HELP WANTED 
VoLUNTEER

The ILBA needs a person to help produce drawings for our 

new publication "Effective Practices and Methods" -- which 

replaces the Log Building Standards. The new drawings 

will be 3D. Skilled in SketchUp?  Please contact Robert 

Chambers by email  robert@LogBuilding.org

town of Jerome. Located at 5,200 feet, it’s a steep, switch-
backed, scarred place that looks north to the twin peaks beyond 
Flagstaff.

From the town’s website, www.azjerome.com: ‘Jerome, 
Arizona, "America's Most Vertical City and Largest Ghost Town"…
Once known as the wickedest town in the west, Jerome was a 
copper mining camp, growing from a settlement of tents to a 
roaring mining community…Founded in 1876, Jerome was once 
the fourth largest city in the Arizona Territory. Jerome sits above 
what was the largest copper mine in Arizona and produced 
an astonishing 3 million pounds of copper per month…The 
population peaked at 15,000 in the 1920's. The Depression of 
the 1930's slowed the mining operation…The Phelps Dodge 
Mine closed in 1953…Today Jerome is a thriving tourist and 
artist community…It includes a modicum of artists, craft people, 
musicians, writers, hermits, bed and breakfast owners, museum 
caretakers, gift shop proprietors and fallen-down-building 
landlords.’

On a sunny Sunday in April, the town was awash in happy 
visitors soaking up the warmth, dining at local ‘haunted’ eateries 
and mining the stores for local treasures. Being a popular stop for 
motorcyclists, the saloons were full.

Sated, sun burnished and thoroughly relaxed, our troop of 12 
returned to Prescott via a treacherous mountain road. For those 
contemplating attending a future conferences, schedule enough 
time to join a tour. You’ll learn a lot while enjoying the company 
of fellow travelers in a completely different way.
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So this year has not been one of your stellar years?  Just scraping 
by with slim pickings on the horizon? Time to cut back and trim 
the fat in your budget, like that ILBA membership – Oops! 

Think carefully before you let your ILBA membership lapse. Is 
that a wise move? Does that support your business plan?  

Belonging to the ILBA may be the best $400 you spend this 
year. What’s that you say? What can the ILBA do for you? Oh, I 
know you already know all there is to know about log building. 
Sure, your system could not possibly improve any, since your 
yard has already achieved perfection. 

But even if that is true, consider the networking that 
occurs within the ILBA. And can you possibly think of another 
organization that both gives credibility to your business and 
drives traffic to your company’s website? 

 

Really, when you consider: the new Effective Practices and 
Methods (replacing the Standards 2000), the ILBA’s seat at the 
ICC table (defending the handcrafted log home industry) and 
the ongoing research into the performance of log homes – do 
you really want your business to be left out? And of course, there 
is always the quarterly Log Building News to look forward to.  

Yes the recession has affected log builders, but losing your 
spot in your ILBA is not the answer. So take back those empties 
in your garage, skip the drive-through window in your favorite 
coffee shop, and scrape together your membership dues. We 
need each other. Let us revive our organization and advance into 
the future together. Let us continue to advocate for well built log 
and timber buildings. Let us draw on the success of our past and 
bring new vision for the future.

One of the important events at Conference was an open 
discussion about the future direction of the ILBA. The session 
was very well attended by ILBA members, and focused around 
our present vision statement. Our purpose for being can be 
summarized as:

  Furthering the craft of handcrafted log building, advancing   
 log builders, and promoting the highest standards of their   
 trade. Writing and distributing educational materials on log   
 construction. Providing educational services related to the craft 
 of log building and the business of log construction, supporting   
 research, and publishing and promoting standards.

The round table sought to address the following questions:  
“Are we doing a good job of following our vision?” “How can we 
improve our vision?” and “Do we need to expand our vision?”

Some members felt that we have been weak in transmitting 
education – particularly to younger members.  One way we 
could address this is to hold Rendez –Vous with a defined 
purpose and low cost.

Some members thought that we are doing well with the 
education and standards portions of our mission, but that we did 
little to promote our log-builder members.

Our declining membership has robbed us of our ability to be 
as proactive as we would like to be. This makes many wonder 
if technology may play a role in increasing our membership.  
We could look at being more virtually available, such as social 
networking—there was a good deal of discussion about creating 
an ILBA Facebook page, for example. With a little revamping on 
our website, we could make it more inviting to join the ILBA by 
placing a membership button in a prominent place.  

It was suggested that we should reprint publications like, 
“From Land to Lock Up.”  These publications are packed full 
of information and could be marketed to the public, and sold 
online.

Finally, with or 40th anniversary approaching in 2014, 
one member pointed out that our last huge conference was 
Yellowstone in 1993 (our 20th) — which was also a time we 
were coming out of a recession. With our 40th being 3 years 
away there seems to be plenty of time to create a really big 
international gathering.

ILBA Membership is Good for Business 

ILBA Report Card  
By Earl Laverty

Talk of a huge 40th Anniversary conference in 2014
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Superior 
               for a reason

Potain is the world leader for tower cranes, with 
more than 100,000 sold. Not only do we offer a 
wide range of self-erecting, top-slewing and special 
application cranes — all with outstanding versatility 
and performance — we back our products up with 
a reputable dealer network and are committed to 
serving your needs. 

For more information, contact your local 
dealer or visit us at www.manitowoc.com.
                                                                         

Advantages of using a Potain tower crane:

•  Impressive capacities at radius compared to 
 traditional lifting equipment

•  Electrically powered for quiet, green operation

•  Bases designed for minimal jobsite disruption

•  Mobile self-erecting cranes offer efficient 
 on-site relocation

•  Potain’s Optima technology maximizes hoist  
and swing performance

•  Supported by the global Manitowoc Crane Care 
 dealer network

       Dealer opportunities available.     

Potain tower cranes are versatile  
and environmentally friendly.
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Conference Sponsors
FraserWood Industries 

Mack McGee

GRK Fasteners
Uli Walther

Insulspan Corporation
Dave Stevensen

Log Frogs
Eric Latocki

Manitowoc
Joe Moslizek

Nicola Log Works Ltd.
John and Ingrid Boys

Perma-Chink Systems Inc.
Rick Webb

Sansin Corporation
Eric Bos

Timber Tools
Gary Ritcher

Woodlandia Corp.
Andrew Malakhveitchouk

Auction Sponsors
Magard Ventures Ltd.

Maurice Gardy

Lee Valley Tools Ltd.
Mark Williams

Log & Timber Connections LLC
Will Leverett

Cannon Bar Works Ltd
Susan Lockhart

Book Store
Summer Beam Books

Charlotte Cooper

 
A Special Thank you to: 

Linda Granger  (Rick Hall’s widow)

Ed Shure
Ron Brodigan
David Rogers

Willi Miks

Our Exceptional Auctioneers

John Boys and Lloyd Beckedorf

Thank you to all of our Sponsors
Your continued support of the ILBA is greatly appreciated

Auction Donators

Lloyd Beckedorf
Linda Bourdage

Ron and Judy Brodigan
Michael and Linda Bromley

Dr. Edwin Burke
Robert W. Chambers

Anthony Chmiel
Mark Deagle
Ronald Hann

Zack Jacobson
Katharina Koelbel

Earl Laverty
Dwight and Cathy Martin

Kevin Maynard
Steve Meyer

Ann and Willi Miks
Roger Porrenga

Philippe and Chris Rerat, 
Homer Rogers

Ed Shure
Wayne and Jeannie Sparshu
Peter and Margaret Sperlich

Mira Jean Steinbrecher
Howard Stockburger

Suzette Storey
Daniel Wait

Thank you to our volunteers for all of their support

Linda Bourdage
Cyr Bourdage-Beckedorf

Linda Granger
Katharina Koelbel

Mack Magee
Homer Rogers

Jack Judd 

Thank you to our presenters for helping  
make this a successful conference

Lloyd Beckedorf
John Boys

Dr. Ed Burke
Robert W. Chambers
Gary Goodell, C.B.O.

Roald Gunderson
Tom Hahney
Earl Laverty

Kevin Maynard
Steve Meyer

Higgs Murphy
David Rogers

Ed Shure
Mira Jean Steinbrecher 
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West Chesterfi eld, NH  •  www.foardpanel.com
1-800-644-8885

Roof Systems  •  Dormers  •  Pre-Cuts 

Fast  •  Aff ordable  •  Energy-Effi  cient 
I N S U L AT E D  PA N E L S
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I recently taught a 2-week course in Alaska that has made me think about the oil we use to lubricate bars and chains. 
Richard Musick told me he had used vegetable oil for a class project, and so we tried it.

We ran Crisco liquid canola oil in 8 chainsaws for the 2-week course. On average, each saw was running maybe 
5 hours per day. So the cumulative run-time on all saws was perhaps 400 hours — a fair test. All saws had their 
oilers turned down as low as they would go, my normal procedure.

I expected the cooking oil to run through the saws like water, but it didn’t. I expected oily stains on the logs, 
but I didn’t see any. I have been teaching students for years that “anti-sling” is a very important characteristic of 
bar oil (anti-sling is not the same as viscosity, it’s the “tacky” quality), but the canola oil didn’t seem to fly off at 
high rpms any more, or less, than petroleum (mineral) - based oils. I thought I might see some burning of oil 
on bars (bars get very hot when students are learning to brush: they are using a lot of rpms, and not producing 
enough chips to cool the bar and chain), but I didn’t see (or smell) any burning.

The cost compares favorably with petroleum-based bar oils. I think we paid $10 per gallon for brand name 
Crisco oil in large plastic jugs. Generic canola oil is available at lower cost in 5-gallon containers for about $4 per 
gallon from online restaurant supply stores. And it is available in drums, at significantly lower cost.

Online, there are some reports that cooking oils can harden on the chain and in the oil reservoir, if left unused 
for periods of time. We only had 2 weeks, so I can’t say if this is a problem, or not. Vegetable oils will thicken in 
cold weather (and so do conventional bar & chain oils), but since we had temperature in the 70’s I can’t say how 
it would work at minus 20.

There are reports that vegetable oils are more commonly used for chainsaw lubrication in Europe. One brand is the Stihl “BioPlus” 
oils (available at no online stores that I could find). Green Earth “G-Oil” is made in the USA from animal fats ($12 per gallon). Oregon 
“Arborol” is a vegetable oil concentrate that you add to water. It is being marketed in Europe (and costs $10 per gallon when mixed) 
but is not as easy to get in North America and is also more expensive here. Here are some links to check out. I also put these in a 
posting at the ILBA forums—go there and then you can just click on them. 

TechTalk
 T I p s  a n d  T o o l s

Bar & ChaIn oIl
By Robert W. Chambers

MITer JIg for logs
By Mike Pielorz

www.earthenexposure.com/permaculture/chainsaws/vegioils.htm
www.renewablelube.com/cable.htm

www.osha.gov/SLTC/healthguidelines/vegetableoilmist/recognition.html
www.elmusa.com/products/datasheets/general/elm_bar_chain_lubricant.pdf

www.greenoil-online.com
www.getg.com/engineOil/barChain.php

Here's a simple and effective jig for cutting 
flat, angled surfaces on log ends. Rough-
cut the log end to the angle freehand—
this just makes your scribe setting smaller 
and more accurate. Adjust hinged jig to 
desired angle (use a smartlevel or large 
protractor). Screw jig to flat surface on 
log; and square to chalklines snapped on 
log.  Or down log end (holes in jig allow 
me to see log end line).  Then trace the 
inside surface of the jig onto the log. Use 
a scriber (as in photo) block of wood and 
pencil, or pen tip inside a fender washer. 
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TimberTools.com
Your source for quality tools and service

•	 Timber Tool Forge	–	Hand	forged:	chisels,	scarf	slicks,	
spuds,	draw	knives,	Lassiter	tools	and	more

•	 Belgian	garnet	sharpening	stones
•	 SwissPro/HEMA	–	Mortisers,	slotters,	guide	tracks,	drill	
guides,	circular	saws,	skew	notchers	&	tenon	cutters,	
portable	planers,	chain	beam	saws,	portable	band	saws

•	 Serra Saw Mills	–	wide	blade	technology,	electric	drive,	
perfect	production	saw	for	logs	up	to	3'	-	5'-4"

•	 REX / Mida	–	4-sided	planers,	moulders	for	reliable	
continuous	operation

•	 CNC joinery and log milling machines	–	Essetre/Krusi		
•	 Land Ark	–	All	natural	wood	finish,	also	exterior,	soft	wax	
for	end	grain	or	polish.	Reduces	checking.

•	 Double-cut auger bits	–	Cleanest	cut,	easily	powered:	
18"	or	24"	long.	3/8"	to	1-1/2"	wide

•	 Zentra	–	Drilling	system	with	centering	points,	from	5/16"	
to	8",	most	materials:	man-made	or	timber

Tel:	1-800-350-8176

TechShots

From John Boys: A crane jib attachment for a rough terrain forklift 
(zoom boom, telehandler) that has a winch. Teletach is one 
manufacturer.

From John Boys: Genie Super Hoist GH5.6 is powered by air, or by 
bottled CO2, and will lift 250 pounds to 5.6m (18'-4").

John Boys shows a 2-wheel cradle for transporting 1000 pounds of 
cast iron pipe (or a log?) with ease.
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ATLANTIC WHITE 
CEDAR LOGS 

High quality, rare Atlantic white cedar 
logs are now available in the mid-Atlantic 
region. This species resists decay better 
than more common cedar and is of the 

highest rank of termite resistance. Straight 
and naturally durable. 

We are seeking a long term relationship 
with a log home builder or log buyer.  

note: This is not northern white cedar. 
ACW is in the same family as Alaska 

yellow cedar. 

Contact: Forester, Bob Williams  
TEL 856-307-7800, ext 111 

CELL 609-221-0211  
EMAIL bob@landdimensions.com

The Effective Practices & Methods has been adopted at the 
2010 ILBA AGM. The members also voted to “replace” the 
Log Building Standards with the EP&M so that we don’t have 
two, somewhat different, documents covering similar topics.

The EP&M is a major advance over our old-faithful 
Standards. It is much more comprehensive and useful, reflects 
recent advances in log building, and is now clear that the 
practices and methods are based upon the experiences of 
builders. ILBA members have contributed their cumulative 
thousands of years of experience and knowledge in building 
handcrafted log homes.

The ILBA Standards Committee—John Boys, Ron Brodigan, 
Earl Laverty, Brian Lloyd, Kevin Maynard, David Rogers,  
 

Robèrt Savignac, Martin Slager, Dan Wait, and chairman 
Robert Chambers—was thanked for their work over the past 
2 years.

The EP&M website is still up and working. We encourage 
you to continue the discussion that might produce future 
editorial changes and improvements to the EP&M. Just 
like the Standards, the EP&M can be revised at our annual 
meetings. Contact Ann by email to get your unique password 
for access to the EP&M website.

The EP&M will be published once we have produced new 
drawings—the Standards Committee would like better quality 
3-D illustrations. If interested in volunteering to help, please 
contact Ann Miks at the ILBA office.

Effective Practices & Methods Adopted

Log Home Code Being Revised
The ICC Consensus Committee on Log Structures will be developing the next edition of the 

ICC 400 standard and ICC is accepting comments to revise or add to the existing standard.  

Go to http://www.iccsafe.org/CS/STANDARDS/Pages/default.aspx, for more information.
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hat’s right. The average 2,200 sq. ft. home has over 5280 feet
of log joint exposed to the elements. Don’t take a chance keep-

ing out the invasive power of Mother Nature—join the thousands of
homeowners who have sealed their home with Log Jam chinking.  

When other chinking pulls away Log Jam holds its seal.

Since its introduction in 1985, Log Jam
chinking has been the recognized industry stan-
dard in elasticity, adhesion, and durability. It is
also the only chinking to hold a UL fire resistance
rating. Log Jam doesn’t just fill the gaps, it pro-
vides ultimate protection against the elements.

T

Over 1 mile of
Gaps this Wide?

Over 1 mile of
Gaps this Wide?

10300 E. 107th Place • Brighton, CO 80601
1-800-767-5656 • www. sashco.com

White oaks Resort and Spa
Niagara-on-the-Lake, ontario

April 14 to 17, 2011

2011 ILBA Annual General Meeting
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LOG BUILDING TOOLS
FINALLY UP AND RUNNING!!! Please visit 
our website at www.logbuildingtools.ca 
STARRETT & MACKIE scribers; heavy duty 
drawknives up to 30"; peeling spuds; 
chopping & finishing axes; broadaxes; 
adzes; GRANSFORS axes; ENGLISH slicks; 
ROBERT SORBY, HENRY TAYLOR, FOOT-
PRINT & PHEIL chisels and gouges; JAPANESE 
slicks, chisels, saws, ink lines & flex squares; 
hand-forged Flarens, shovel gouges, flat & 
scarf slicks, drawknives & draw-gouges; BARR 
Specialty Tools; peavies; cant hooks; lifting 
tongs; log dogs & cleats; log horses; water 
stones; Diamond whetstones; NORTHWEST 
calipers, tenon cutters & long auger bits; ship 
augers; chainsaw mills & attachments; MAKITA 
& MAFELL planers, saws & chain mortisers; 
MACKIE log building books & videos. FREE 32-
page catalogue. 
MAGARD VENTURES LTD, 8365 Domagala 
Road, Prince George, BC, Canada V2K 5R1
Tel: 250-962-9057  Fax: 250-962-9157 
Attn: Maurice Gardy
magardlogtools@telus.net
www.logbuildingtools.ca

1999 Heartwood Band Sawmill Model 310 
Electric  Never been used; 6" Double-Cut 
(cutting travel speed up to 3 feet per second 
forward or reverse). Will require 600 Volt 3 
Phase Power or motor exchange. The only 
noticeable noise this mill makes is the actual 
blade cutting through wood. Eighty-eight feet 
of track; operator travels with mill head along 
track. Numerous track-mounted hydraulic 
log handing systems and full programmable 
computer controlled set works. (We purchased 
2 and only set one up for use.) Purchased in 
1999, replacement value of this unit today is 
over $130,000 Canadian. Asking $65,000.00 
Canadian, will require some site preparation and 
assembly. To compare this to any of the small 
bandsaws is like comparing a hi-way tractor/ 
trailer to a go-cart, this is a serious production 
mill. We often can go three weeks between 
bandsaw blade sharpenings! Please arrange 
for an appointment to see the twin unit in 
operation. Link to this model at Heartwood Saw: 
http://www.heartwoodsaw.com/Model_310.html
Email to info@moosemountain.com or phone 
toll free 1-877-932-3992 Lloyd Beckedorf, 
Moose Mountain Log Homes Inc.

Logworks Helper Pricing program specially 
written for fast and accurate takeoffs and 
quotes of log home shells. You can customize 
it for the pricing methods and preferences 
you currently use. Note: you must own a copy 
of Microsoft Excel® to run Logworks Helper. 
Developed by Dai Ona with help from John 
Boys. Contact Ann at the ILBA offices for sales 
and enquiries. CDN $500.

For Sale: Brand new Mackie Scriber. Retail 
value of $240 US. Will sell for $150 US.  
Email: logs@ncia.net or call Tom 603-482-3402.

Established fully equipped Log Home/ 
Sawmill manufacturing business available in 
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario.  Property includes 
three buildings on 12 acres. Contact Bridgetown 
Realty Inc., Brokerage, Terry Schug, sales 
representative, 705-949-8787.

Hop over to LogFrogs.com for log cleats and 
great log building tools, books and toys for 
builders and owners!  Get entered to win your 
free builder's pack of Log Frogs and a free one 
month's banner ad on our site!  
www.logfrogs.com

Experienced full-scribe log builder wanted for 
year round, full-time work. Big White Pine logs. 
Good working conditions, minimal travel, good 
pay and benefits. Rural and beautiful Northern 
Vermont near Connecticut River and White 
Mountains of New Hampshire. 3 hours from 
Boston, Montreal and coast of Maine. Outdoors 
oriented person with good woodworking and 
math skills. To apply send or email resume and 
references. The Wooden House Co., Ltd.,  
3714 North Rd., S. Ryegate, Vermont to 
Newbury, Vermont 05051 Phone: 802-429-
2490 email: john@woodenhousecompany.com

Handcrafted Log & Timber Frame Builders 
Edgewood Log Structures, a successful 
Handcraft and Timber Frame company in Coeur 
d’Alene, is looking for both experienced and 
apprentice log and timber crafters. Wages are 
DOE. Full time positions available immediately.
Please send resumé to Edgewood Log Structures, 
P.O. Box 1030, Coeur d’Alene, ID 83816 or  
call 208-683-3332

Log Crafters Wanted Mid-level (3-5 years 
experience) or possibly builders capable of taking 
on a project with our crew or their crew.
While dual US & Canadian citizenship or Class 
1 truck driver's license would be a benefit, it is 
not necessary. Applicants must have Canadian 
citizenship or Landed Immigrant status. With 
Moose Mountain you will be involved in 
patented and warranted air and weather tight 
fully scribed joinery, exciting projects and the 
possibility of travel with a company that is over 
30 years in business. Earnings dependent on 
skill and experience and level of responsibility 
willing to take on please call to discuss. Call 
us toll free at 1-877-932-3992 or email info@
moosemountain.com.
 Did you know Environment Canada has 
determined that southwestern Alberta enjoys 
Canada's overall nicest climate and we are 
situated in the most moderate area of Alberta 
all with the Rocky Mountains at our doorstep. 
Alberta has one of the lowest costs of living plus 
the very lowest tax, what do you want your 
future to hold?
 To see the caliber of projects Moose Mountain 
builds, visit our photo gallery at:  
www.moosemountain.com

Log Builders and Timber Framers Wanted  
We need 4 to 5 log home builders and/or timber 
framers at our plant in Chilliwack, BC. We will be 
busy for the whole next year. Please contact us 
via email at cancedar@shaw.ca or phone  
604-836-8315 and ask for Gerhard. 

Legendary Logcrafters Limited is a hand-
craftedlog home producer in Collingwood 
Ontario. Due to a consistent annual growth, 
our company is adding multiple positions 
from apprenticeships to experienced log home 
builders. Legendary offers highly competitive 
wages and a very structured work environment. 
Please email resume to  
Legendary@legendarylog.com or fax 
705-444-6675 or call 705-444-0400

Experienced Log Builder Wanted for 
permanent full time position. Send resumes  
with references to danielalbert@coyoteloghomes.
ca or fax 613-756-6186. See our work at  
www.coyoteloghomes.ca

The Log Connection is currently seeking 
three to four highly motivated, enthusiastic 
individuals to become part of our design 
team. Two positions are available for drafters 
with a minimum of two years architectural 
CADD drafting. Two positions are available for 
accomplished drafters/designers with ability to 
complete highly detailed log home construction 
drawings within a specified time period is a 
definite asset. Duties will include the creation 
of working drawings for custom log homes 
based on preliminary designs, production 
design and detailing, shop drawings as well as 
modifications to existing designs. Scope of work 
may range from medium sized residential to 
large commercial projects. Preferred experience 
would include log home design/drafting. 
Provide resume and samples of past CADD 
work, attention to: Mr. Dave Sutton, The Log 
Connection, 129 Nanaimo Ave. West, Penticton, 
BC Canada V2A 1N2

Log Builder Wanted Log Home Builder career 
opportunity available with a progressive, quality 
oriented, full service log home company. 
Edmonton area, permanent full time, year round. 
1-2 years experience, must have own tools and 
transportation, wages are $18.00-$30.00/hr on 
piece work. Fax resume to 780-460-2584.

Daizen Joinery Ltd. is looking for full time, HSB 
CAD operator and K2 machine operator, timber 
frame production assistant. Please contact
Dai, 250-679-2750 or email dai@daizen.com

Big Foot Manufacturing Inc. in Tappen British 
Columbia is looking to hire a qualified Timber 
Framer with CNC experience. We are currently 
expanding our product lines now that we are 
entering the North American market. The ideal 
candidate will be a journeyman Timber Framer 
who has experience operating a Hundegger k2. 
This person will be responsible for processing 
and fitting final pieces and may be required to 
do some on-site erection. Please email resumés 
in confidence to: wayne@bigfoot-mfg.com
or deliver them in person to:
Big Foot Manufacturing 
3380 Ford Road, Tappen B.C.

f o r  s a l e f o r  s a l e

h e l p  W a n T e d

h e l p  W a n T e d
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PA DRAFTING & DESIGN 

e-mail:  PADnD@alltel.net 

WAYNE BRUNNER  

RIDGWAY, PA. 15853 

Tel :      814-772-9184 

   Custom Log Home Designs 
        Will travel to your job site             
             22 years of experience 

support the advertisers who support log Building news. It’s a win-win situation!

A Boys Big Book of Jigs
A Log Builder’s Reference to Jigs, Tools and Techniques

An informative book on jigs and work methods specific  
to our trade. Sections include: Scribing and Layout,  
Stairs and Railings, Cutting and Drilling, Stairs and Railings,  
Holding, Mills and Machines, Lifting, Work Methods,  
Accessing Heights, Resources, Cool Tools and New Stuff.
• Available to ILBA members only
• Convenient binder format allows additional  
 information to be inserted 
• Price $95.00 CAN plus shipping

To order, contact the ILBA office at 1-800-532-2900 or 
250-547-8776 or email info@logassociation.org

JIg BooK
- - - - 

on sale 
noW!
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Nicola LogWorks  Log builder with timber 
frame experience or timber framer with log 
building experience to work in Merritt British 
Columbia. Scope of work includes layout and 
cutting skills in round log Post & Beam, Dovetail 
joinery, Timber frame and Scribed Joinery. 
Options for both temporary and permanent 
position(s). Please send resume to: John Boys, 
(john@logworks.ca) or fax 250 483-4045. Mail: 
Box 1027, Merritt BC Canada V1K 1B8. Phone: 
250-378-4977. References and resume required. 
Learn more about Nicola LogWorks:  
www.logworks.ca

Confort Nature is looking for an experienced 
log builder who will be in charge of production. 
As a hands-on team leader, he will be responsible 
of log shell construction from blueprint reading 
to quality management. As a small company 
looking to develop and always get better, we will 
give a lot of place to your ideas and techniques.
We are located in Quebec, 100km north of 
Montreal, in the beautiful region of Lanaudière, 
next to Saint-Donat and Mont-Tremblant 
Park, nearby lakes and mountains. Let's build 
something together! Please contact us via email 
at info@confortnature.com or phone
1-877-424-3525.
 
John Devries Log Homes, a small upscale 
company operating in Rural Eastern Ontario 
since 1976 seeks an experienced log crafter 
preferably with hands on supervisory experience 
that can read plans and manage projects.  We 
foster a dynamic, creative, solution oriented 
work environment that emphasizes quality while 
attempting not to sacrifice productivity (that 
elusive log builder’s Holy Grail) in a structured 
but fun atmosphere. (At least we think its fun) It 
would be helpful (but not required) if applicant 
has timber framing experience as well.  Salary 
dependent on experience.  Plenty of lakes, great 
fishing, hunting and other outdoor recreation.  
2 hours to Toronto or Ottawa (for some serious 
city fun) Call to Martin or Martin to discuss at 
613-478-6830 or e-mail info@jdvloghomes.com 

TRAVELING TIMBERWRIGHT  Professional 
Finish Carpenter for Scribe Fit and Post & Beam 
structures. 30 years accomplished tradesman in 
this field. Mobile, with extensive selection of 
tools. Honest and Reliable. Contact:
RALPH CLEGG (604) 740-2404 • BC. Canada

FraserWood is a pioneering, full-service provider 
of innovative timber products and services 
committed to extending the reach of natural 
timbers in built environments.
FraserWood Industries
Mack Magee
PO Box 175, Garibaldi Highlands BC V0N 1T0
tel: 888-898-1385 x 210 • fax: 604-898-1384
email: mmagee@fraserwoodindustries.com
www.fraserwoodindustries.com

Fire Tower, licensed in 23 states and bringing a 
modern perspective to time-honored craft, is an 
enterprising firm specializing in the engineering
and design of new and existing log and timber 
structures.
Fire Tower Engineered Timber, Inc.
Ben Brungraber, PhD, PE / Mack Magee
60 Valley St., Unite 1, Providence RI 02909
phone: 401-654-4600 • fax: 401-654-4602
email: ben@ftet.biz / mack@ftet.biz 
www.ftet.biz

On the 6th of November Estonian 
Woodhouse Association launched a new 
portal on Estonian wooden houses. The main 
goal of the portal is to raise the awareness 
of people on the excellence and essence of 
wooden houses and on the production of 
wooden houses in Estonia. Estonian wooden 
house is a internationally competitive product 
with high quality, of which approximately 
80% are exported. Centuries long traditions, 
nature-friendliness and contemporary solutions 
are the key aspects that characterize an Estonian 
wooden house. Estonian wooden houses 
portal is also the new web page for Estonian 
Woodhouse Association – the profiles, contact 
details and product description of our member 
companies are also available. At the present 
time the web page is in Estonian and in English 
– it is planned to add additional languages and 
information in the near future. The portal is 
available from the addresses: woodhouse.ee 
and puitmajaliit.ee.

Whitehaven Wood Products Have an 
Exciting Product. Make your SOFFITS a proud 
architectural detail with Handcrafted continuous 
wooden soffit vents from Whitehaven Wood 
Products.  Easy installation, Labour saving, 
Quality finished look. See us at www.soffitvents.ca 
or 250-803-4616   

Brian Lloyd Construction Consulting
• Industry Consulting
• Building Inspection
• Expert Witness
• Conflict Resolution
Vernon, BC. Tel/Fax 250-549-3545 
email bg_Lloyd@hotmail.com

Ed Shure and Architect Paul Froncek have 
teamed up to provide you and your clients with 
beautiful designs that begin with a structural 
sensibility. Our 23-year professional relationship 
enables us to provide site specific design, as 
well as coordination with timber craftsmen, 
contractors, engineers & building officials to 
insure a seamless (and mostly painless) process. 
We have the experience to create log & timber 
designs that you will love to build. 
Full 3D drawing capability, including:
– walk through presentation
– permit & construction drawings
– shop drawings for hand or machine cutting
– steel & hardware design
– structural analysis 
For more info contact:
Ed Shure at Timmerhus Inc.
303-449-1336 or ed@timmerhusinc.com

David Hourdequin, PE, owner of D. Remy & 
Co. is our first “engineering” member located 
east of the Mississippi offering heavy timber and 
log system structural design services. His office 
is centrally located in western North Carolina. 
He is licensed through the mid-Atlantic and 
Southeastern US (see his membership listing 
under “engineers”). David is an active member 
of The Timber Frame Guild and their Timber 
Frame Engineering Council. He serves on the 
Technical Activities Committee which is currently 
in the process of getting the new design standard 
“TFEC 1-07 Standard for Design of Timber Frame 
Structures and Commentary” adopted and 
incorporated into the NF&PA National Design 
Specifications. He especially enjoys working on 
complex and difficult projects of “high intensity 
and short duration.” His hobbies are astronomy, 
amateur telescope making, and adventure 
motorcycling around the mountains of the 
southeast. To learn more about David, check out 
his website at www.dremy.com.

Hand scribed Log Home Projects CD 
DRAWING DREAMS - a selection of 24 log home 
projects. My first 24- a CD Of 24 log homes. 
$19.99 tax and postage Included.  
Call 1-877-832-0165.
www.rsmdrafting.com

Drafting and Design Services - RSM Drafting 
Services Ltd. is a freelance drafting and design 
service that specializes in log and timber frame
buildings. We have been "Drawing Dreams" since 
1977. We have a CD of 24 log homes available 
for $19.99 all taxes and shipping included. 
Contact Bob at www.rsmdrafting.com Also email 
bob.rsmdrafting@telus.net or call 1-877-832-
0165 toll free " Ask me
first" Building design consultants

New ownership, new instructor, new outlook 
The Pat Wolfe Log Building School has recently 
transferred ownership. Pat Wolfe’s former 
assistant instructor, Brian Morrison, is now 
instructing 1-, 4- and 10-week courses in both 
the spring and fall. Maintaining the school’s 
traditional methods of log home construction, 
Brian Morrison brings a new approach to the 
quality of homes created and the professional 
education delivered. Find out more about Brian 
and the Pat Wolfe Log Building School online at 
www.logbuildingschool.net.

Mara Mountain Log & Timber Training 
Facility in Salmon Arm BC  It’s time to get into 
a growing industry. Our students are the future 
of the trade. Starting March 2, 2009 to May 
22, 2009, we are offering a 12-week training 
program with certified trainers. This is going 
to be an exciting hands on experience and 
the opportunity to get into a registered trade. 
Students will receive the knowledge and the 
enjoyment of a complete hands on experience of 
building a structure from the base round to the 
massive roof system. Please contact:
Mara Mountain Log & Timber Training Facility
Glen Jackson
#1.C  5270 Auto Rd SE, Salmon Arm BC  V1E 1X3
1-888-933-0017 or 250-833-0017   
Fax: 250-833-0052  
info@logandtimbertraining.com
www.logandtimbertraining.com

s e r v I C e s

T r a I n I n g

h e l p  W a n T e d

a n n o u n C e M e n T s

a n n o u n C e M e n T s

Wo r K  W a n T e d

s e r v I C e s
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support the advertisers who support log Building news. It’s a win-win situation!

Summer Beam Books

w
w

w.sum
m

erbeam
books.com

specializing in timber framing 
and related topics

2299 Rte 488
Clifton Springs, NY 14432

toll free 877-272-1987
315-462-3444

Charlotte Cooper, owner

Learn about timber framing

 Experience the joy of building 
 community through craft

Timber Framers Guild

 education • inspiration 

 888-453-0879
 www.TFGUILD.ORG

contact mel@waysideprinters.com
tel 250.545.2341
toll free in BC 1.800.663.6432

Proud to serve the ILBA

LOG BUILDING TOOLS
STARRETT & MACKIE scribers; heavy duty drawknives up to 30"; peeling spuds; 
chopping & finishing axes; broadaxes; adzes; GRANSFORS axes; ENGLISH slicks; 
ROBERT SORBY, HENRY TAYLOR, FOOT PRINT & PHEIL chisels and gouges; 
JAPANESE slicks, chisels, saws, ink lines & flex squares; hand-forged Flarens, 
shovel gouges, flat & scarf slicks, drawknives & draw-gouges; BARR Specialty 
Tools; peavies; cant hooks; lifting tongs; log dogs & cleats; log horses; water 
stones; Diamond whetstones; NORTHWEST calipers, tenon cutters & long auger 
bits; ship augers; chainsaw mills & attachments; MAKITA & MAFELL planers, saws 
& chain mortisers; MACKIE log building books & videos. 

MAGARD VENTURES LTD.  Attn: Maurice Gardy
8365 Domagala Road, Prince George, BC, Canada V2K 5R1
Tel: 250-962-9057  Fax: 250-962-9157 
magardlogtools@telus.net  www.logbuildingtools.ca  

FREE 
32-page 

catalogue
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How to Get Log Building News
Log Building News is mailed to all ILBA 
members. Articles, photos and letters are 
welcomed. The deadline for LBN 72 is  
Sept 1st, 2010.

If you submit articles in Microsoft Word® 
on CD or by email, send them directly to 
the ILBA office.

Back issues of Log Building News are 
available from the Association office.  
Call 800-532-2900 to order.

Copyright Notice
Log Building News is copyrighted in Canada 
and the United States. Express written 
permission is required from the ILBA and, 
in some cases, from the author, before 
any article or photo can be photocopied, 
distributed or republished. Contact the 
ILBA office for details.

Disclaimer
The views and information expressed in  
articles and ads appearing in Log Building 
News are those of the authors of those 
articles and ads. The International Log 
Builders’ Association assumes no responsi-
bility for the accuracy of the information 
contained herein and does not edit or 
investigate any article or ad for that 
purpose.

Log Building Standards
The ILBA Log Building Standards are 
available online at the ILBA website,  
www.logassociation.org and can be 
downloaded to your computer at no 
charge as an Adobe Acrobat PDF file. 

Advertising
Log Building News welcomes advertisers. 
Please contact the ILBA office for deadlines.

Log Building News is a great way to contact 
the best log home builders. The ILBA is the 
largest group of builders of handcrafted 
log homes in the world — our members 
make well over $250 million of logwork 
each year. Please contact the office at  
1-800-532-2900 for an advertising 
specification sheet and ad rates.
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Log Building News

now in 

Full Color
Download the  

current issue at the 
ILBA website:

www.logassociation.org

C l a s s I f I e d  a d s

FREE Log Selection Calculator Go to  
www.LogBuilding.org and then click on “Free 
Information.” From that page choose the log 
selection calculator and download it to your 
computer. Requires Excel software to open and 
use this file. It gives you T-1, T-2, B-1 and B-2 for 
any set of logs. 

Robert Chambers teaches a 4-week hands-
on course in log construction: November 3 
to December 8, 2010 --  mid-summer in New 
Zealand. Go to www.LogConstructionManual.com 
for details and brochure.

Great Lakes School of Log Building in 
northeastern Minnesota has openings for 10-
day residential owner-builder courses summer/
fall, 2010 and winter/spring, 2011. Teaching is 
consistent with new ILBA Effective Practices and 
Methods.  Visit www.schooloflogbuilding.com
or phone 218.365.2126.

e v e n T sT r a I n I n g
HELP WANTED 

VoLUNTEER
The ILBA needs a person to help 

produce drawings for our new 

publication "Effective Practices 

and Methods" -- which replaces 

the Log Building Standards. The 

new drawings will be 3D. Skilled 

in SketchUp?  Please contact 

Robert Chambers by email   

robert@LogBuilding.org

2011 ILBA AGM and Conference
April 14 to 17, 2011 at White Oaks Resort and 
Spa, Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario. Contact Ann 
at the ILBA office for more information.
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Joining the ILBA
Membership in the International Log Builders’ 
Association is open to any interested person. 
Members get a copy of the ILBA Log Building 
Standards, one year of Log Building News, 
membership certificate, voting privileges, discounted 
conference registration, a listing in the Annual 
Directory, a copy of the Association Constitution 
and Bylaws, use of computerized help wanted and 
work wanted ads, and all ILBA mailings and notices. 
Company memberships have additional benefits. 
The ILBA accepts Visa or MasterCard. For more 
information on dues and member benefits, please 
call the ILBA office at 800-532-2900.

       I n  o u r  n e x T  I s s u e
 

Coming up in Log Building News 72 — 

• Makita Groove Cutter

• Dovetails

• Niagara Conference 

• More Underscribing Thoughts

• More Tech Talk (contribute your ideas and photos today)

SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES TODAY – WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!




