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for the Future 
By Ron Brodigan

Here’s the affordable conference in a warm climate 
that our members have asked for! The Board decided 
to hold this year’s gathering at the Prescott Resort 
and Conference Center in the mountains of Arizona. 
This Conference and AGM will be very attractive for 
families, and very inspiring for our members. 

Our theme is “Keeping Log Homes Relevant and 
Viable for the Future.” What could be more important 
in the midst of the Great Recession, and upcoming 
energy code changes? And what could equip you 
better for survival than this ILBA get-together?

Situated in the Bradshaw Mountains of north central 
Arizona, Prescott, with its population of 34,000, sits at 
an altitude of 5,400 feet. The town is surrounded by 
National Forest—the largest stand of Ponderosa pine 
in the world. Precipitation is low and temperatures are 
moderate to warm, and we should expect highs of 65° 
and lows of 35˚(18°C to 2°C for our metric friends).

Experience the charm of northern Arizona at this 
resort which features an ample conference center 
with spacious and well-equipped meeting areas. 
Additionally, there is a car rental service, spa, casino, 
indoor pool/jacuzzi, gift shop, lounge and restaurant. 

Rooms come with a private balcony and views of 
either the city or the nearby mountains – your choice. 
And there is free wireless high-speed internet. 

Those arriving by air can make Phoenix Airport 
(airport code PHX) their destination, It’s an easy 1-1/2  
hour drive to Prescott  Less expensive flights can be 
found if you fly into Las Vegas (LAS) instead. Though 
the drive from Vegas to Prescott is about four hours, 
this route makes the Grand Canyon a logical stop. 
(Not to mention Vegas itself!) You can fly right to the 
Prescott airport (airport code PRC) on Horizon Air 
nonstop from Los Angeles (LAX).

Near to Prescott are the historic towns of Sedona, 
which is called “Red Rock Country” and is known for 
its archaeology, and is rich with some of the most 
spectacular scenery in the world. Flagstaff has the 
Lowell Observatory, and Museum of Northern Arizona. 
Horse packing, mountain biking, word-class rock 
climbing and bouldering—if you like the outdoors, this 
Conference is hard to beat.

Our keynote speaker is Roald Gundersen, a 
Wisconsin architect well-known for his interesting, 
integrated, eco-friendly living systems. He was a 
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This association is a non-profit 

organization comprised of log crafters and 
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We are dedicated to the education of 

both our members and the public. 

Our association has a mandate to 

research, develop and share techniques 

relevant to the construction of superior 

handcrafted log buildings.

project architect on the Biosphere 2 self-contained-living project in Arizona several 
years ago. The Biosphere projects experimented with humans, over periods of time, 
in a man-made, enclosed and sealed ecological system. Place-based architecture 
is one of his specialties and he deals with low-energy, local and abundant building 
materials, as well as appropriate forest stewardship. For more information about eco-
architect Gundersen and many images of his whole-tree projects, visit his website: 
www.wholetreearchitecture.com. Mr.Gundersen will present a workshop on Saturday 
morning.

Other seminars and workshops include Tips and Hints on Restoration with David 
Rogers, Konrad Gallei on Round-Notch Technique in Germany, Dr. Ed Burke brings 
information on Log Grading, Higgs Murphy will speak on Geometric Roof System,  Ed 
Shure’s presentation to Log Builder Support, and Tech-Talk with John Boys. Robert 
Chambers will introduce us to Accelerated Log Building: The Next Generation—he 
can now build log homes in which all wall logs are scribed and no one's feet leave the 
ground. Can we ditch our scaffolding and ladders? He says that no ropes or levitation 
are required.

A local building inspector will speak on Why We Have Building Codes and How They 
Work, as well as Green Codes. Pat Clark will update us with recent wood research at 
Montana State University.

Manitowoc Crane Company will demonstrate a new model. TimberKing Bandsaw 
Company and WoodMizer will have their machines on hand for demos. And Kevin 
Maynard will conduct blower-door and infrared testing for air-tightness at a nearby 
log building.

Round-table and panel discussions will be offered on our theme, Keeping Log 
Homes Relevant and Viable for the Future, Ron Brodigan will moderate Worksite and 
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Personal Safety, Ed Shure will chair a discussion on RESNET, 
Residential Energy Services Network certification, and Earl Laverty 
will conduct an exchange on the Future Direction of the ILBA.

Vendor/exhibitors will include, among others, TimberKing 
and WoodMizer band sawmill companies, Summer Beam 
Books, Insulspan Corp., Manitowoc Cranes, GRK Fasteners, and 
FraserWood Industries.

Our wine and cheese party will be co-hosted by Linda Granger, 
wife of the late Rick Hall, and by our supporting sponsors-
vendors. Linda will again be bringing boxes of Rick’s log building 
tools and equipment for our evening auction. Please contact 
Ann to tell her of any auction items that you are donating. 
Remember, this auction provides much-needed operating funds 
for the ILBA.

The famous slideshow for showcasing members’ recent 
projects will be Saturday evening. Be sure to send CDs of your 
images to Ann Miks well before the conference.

There is a possible Sunday morning field trip to Arcosanti, 
an experimental and educational town between Prescott and 
Phoenix, where you can experience arcology, or architecture 
plus ecology – an organic architecture where many systems work 
together in a unified way. Arcosanti will eventually be a town of 
5,000 that will take up only 25 acres of a several thousand acre 
preserve. Visitors will be introduced to the ongoing construction 
as well as the history and philosophy of the center. If time 

permits, we are also planning a stop in Jerome, which is an old 
mining town and an historic ghost town. This is a unique setting 
which provides a nice stop. There may also be a stop at Sedona, 

Watch this space for news on daycare for your children. There 
are several licensed day care centers that we are talking to, that 
are willing and able to care for your children, safety, of course 
being a top priority. 

If you decide to stretch your legs in Prescott, there are more 
than 60 restaurants. And to whet your appetite (or slake that 
thirst) try The Palace Saloon—Doc Holiday and Wyatt Earp were 
regulars at this bar! It is one of many drinking establishments 
on Prescott’s historic “Whisky Row.” And you might want to 
start practicing the local accent. . . . this town is pronounced 
“Presskit.”

Reserve your room at the Prescott Resort and Conference 
Center —1.928.776.1666 or 1.800.96pines, or visit their 
website ( www.PrescottResort.com ) and mention that you will 
be attending the 2010 ILBA Conference April 8-11, Thursday 
through Sunday. Conference registration packages will be mailed 
soon, but block out these dates now. Great program, affordable 
travel, local amenities, natural beauty—you need to join the rest 
of your log building friends here. 

C O N F E R E N C E  &  A G M  2 0 1 0
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In Part 1 (LBN69) I discussed the benefits of public relations, 
and how to develop a budget, set benchmarks, and implement 
a public relations campaign. Now, I will l take you through the 
steps for putting your campaign to work.

Good Will Public Relations

Consumers are more likely to do business with a company that 
gives back to the community. Keep in mind that by publicizing 
what you do and how you get involved locally and nationally, 
you not only enhance your business image, you also encourage 
others to do the same. Making Public Relations Work for You
Chances are that you would never show a client a magazine 
ad that you ran last year, but, you might show them an article 
about your firm that was featured even three or four years ago. 
Keep in mind that when you get an article published, it’s not as 
important how many people see the article right now, as it is to 
how many people see the article over the next five years. Articles 
have a much longer “shelf life” than ads.

Getting It Done
In Part 1 of this series, I briefly discussed your options for 
producing a campaign. Your company could do it “in-house.” 
This may sound good, however, that is not the best option unless 
you have the right staff person for the job, the resources, and 
good media contacts. So, not only is time an issue—you also 
need the know-how and the contacts.
 Or, you could hire someone to implement your plan and 
put it to work. If you go this route, then it makes sense to hire 
someone who has the market knowledge and industry contacts 
that you need. It would take a lot of your time to train-in a public 
relations professional who had no construction industry, or even 
log home building, expertise. A good public relations firm should 
also have a marketing mindset.

Getting Started
Before you invest money in a public relations campaign, have 
your storylines written, and photos at the ready. You need 
something to talk about (a story to tell), and something to show. 

Facts
Log companies that have sold a lot of homes, and have received 
a lot of publicity, usually have great photo portfolios and stories 
to tell. Once a program is in place, the last part of the formula 
is to have the resources to properly use the new publicity that 
you’re getting. This may be as simple as spending some extra 
money to have reprints made. Promote the articles in everything 
you do, and use them as a marketing tool. They are part of your 
literature, so hang them on the office wall, and post them on 
your web site.

Partnering
Have you ever considered? 

    relations campaigns? 

photographers in a new campaign?

Guideline
Don’t even attempt to implement a campaign unless you are 
committed to at least eight to twelve months. To see the effect 
of a good campaign, you must give it time to develop. The 
spadework you do now pays off later, and over time, perhaps for 
years. In this regard it is similar to an advertising campaign: one 
ad will not do everything that you need. In the advertising world, 
they say it takes at least “seven impressions” to make an impact. 

Be An Expert
Does your local media know who you are, what you do and 
where you are? Become a resource for the media. They are 
always looking for good story lines and resources. Make sure you 
are in touch with them on a regular basis.

Writing a Press Release
Once you have a story in mind, the next step is to write a release. 
Consider these before you start writing.
 1. Do not write the releases to sound like a one-sided sales   
  pitch—you’re not selling log homes to the reporters who   
  read your releases.
 2. Refer to other products, companies, customers, industry   
  associations and ndividuals, whenever possible.
 3. Always include Who, What, When, Where, Why and How.
 4. Type neatly, double-space, use wide margins. 
 5. Be brief and be factual. 
 6. Don’t ask or expect to be able to review a story that is   
  written about you before it is published.
 7. Include your name and telephone number in upper right   
  hand corner. Make it easy for them to contact you with   
  questions.
 8. Include the date and a headline for your story.
 9. If the release is longer than one page, start each page   
  with the headline, page number, total pages included, and  
  date.
 10. Hand-deliver your press releases, whenever possible.   
  This provides an excellent opportunity to establish you as a  
  “local housing expert.”
 11. Always follow-up by phone.
 12. Provide photos with your press release. Label your   
  photos with the company’s name, project, location, and   
  name and phone number of a contact person. Use sticky   
  labels for this purpose. 

By Jerry Rouleau
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In Part 3, I will explain how to build a media-contact fi le, what 
publications want, how they want to receive material from you, 
how to build a photo fi le, how to work with photographers, and 
how to get photo releases. If you missed Part 1 of this series, drop 
me an e-mail and I’ll send it to you. 

About Jerry Rouleau:
Jerry is the founder and co-host of the popular weekly radio 
program, BuilderRadio.com. He is a speaker, author, coach and 
consultant, specializing in public relations, marketing and sales 
training for builders, housing companies and building product 
suppliers. In the past fi fteen years J. Rouleau & Associates, LLC 
has received over 50 million dollars in free public relations for their 
clients. Jerry is also the author of four books and a frequent article 
contributor to numerous building trade publications. Jerry has 
produced a 12-chapter workbook, “A Practical Step-by-Step Do-it 
Yourself Publicity Starter Workbook.” 

Jerry can be reached at jerryrouleu@comcast.net  or via his 
websites at: www.jrouleau.com & www.BuilderRadio.com
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It seems to me the Russians essentially lost their log building 
expertise with the coming of Communism and new construction 
in “Stalin block” and “Khrushchev block” concrete.  Russian log 
building is one of the sources of the revival in log building in the 
1970’s in Canada and the United States.  These techniques have 
been refined in North America and now are returning to Russia by 
some of our builders and returning Russian apprentices.  But I saw 
no evidence of current scribe fitting in the twenty or so villages that 
I visited in Russia.

Village architecture in Siberia is primarily log construction and 
pseudo-log construction, and log buildings also prevail in cities 
and certainly in the outskirts.  The pre-revolution (1917) buildings 
are fairly expertly done in broad-axed logs with dovetail corners. 
Corner work with round log saddle style and assorted half-lapping 
styles exist as well.

Unfortunately, manufactured versions of the scribe-fitted house 
dominate new houses, restaurants and even Orthodox chapels.  
In the photo below I am pointing out the modifications to my 
interpreter Alexei visiting a chapel on the grounds of the Orthodox 
monastery of the Island of Patmos.This is the Patmos of the 
Republic of Altai in Southern Siberia, not the Patmos in Macedonia 
where John the Apostle received his vision of the Apocalypse.  

I am not optimistic that kit log homes will take a back seat 
to handcrafted houses. In the old Soviet Union and many of its 
satellites, bureaucracy with a fair tinge of local corruption may 
favour the mass production approach. Thus the single-family 
dwelling built by the one-time do-it-yourself builder could be out of 
reach for most Russians.  Today the dachas and subdivisions can be 
afforded only by the new kleptocracy, the Mafia, and big business.

I was stuck by the contrasts in village beauty and ugliness. The 
more prosperous villages might have a splash of color and a few 
pretty wooden buildings vaguely reminiscent of historic Siberian 
styles. Gray was the prevailing colour of walls, roofs, fences, wagons 
and even vehicles. In towns and in villages, I saw little display that 
people considered aesthetics. The required mix of materials and 
techniques exhibits little effort toward designs that please the eye. 

This was such a contrast to my travels in Austria, Switzerland and 
Germany where building plans need to pass the inspection of the 
local historic society and therefore design matches the climate and 
local materials— vernacular architecture at its best. 

There were small places in Russian villages, however, where some 
traditional design and craftsmanship could be seen. The entrance 
gate to the house below reminds me my old Finnish-Canadian 
mentor who carved his gates, corner posts and even fence boards 
with an axe.

As I traveled the villages of Siberia and areas near Moscow, 
I noted that many buildings that appeared to be wood frame 
were actually log buildings covered with wood siding, vinyl, and 
sheet metal. This was obvious to any log builder since the exterior 
corner work and intersecting log wall extensions were framed out 
and covered as in this photo of a house in the Siberian village of 
Shebalino.

It was finally in the town of Suzdal, formerly the seat of Russian 
Orthodoxy, that I encountered genuine scribe-fitted log work in 
round log as well as hewn on two sides and buildings with scribed-
laterals.  Here were houses, windmills and churches from the mid-
1700’s, and at last I was able to personally witness the fine logwork 
that we revived in Canada and the United States in the last four 
decades. I will feature here, in the interests of publishing limitations, 
only two views of a log church in the Orthodox and early pietistic 
log builder traditions.

I was reminded of the stave churches of Norway —the 
ambulatory keeps weather away from the main structure. 
Everywhere I found good, hearty overhangs serving the same 
purpose—our builders have long supported this kind of design. 
Because they lacked sophisticated lifting devices in the 1770’s, 
the builders used short logs in hexagonal and octagonal shape. 
Men could wrestle these short logs up to great heights. Roofing 
depended on local materials and thus long hand-split pine shingles 
were used. Onion domes and cupolas used shorter but similarly 
split and axe-shaped pine shingles. Some of these details can be 
seen in the following photo of the same building. 

In those far off days, builders chose to blend partially hewn 
timbers in dovetail joining with round logs in round notch 
convention. They got away with it because the natural wood was 
the aesthetic connecting link. I was particularly happy that most of 
the old log buildings featured scribe-fitting because they reminded 
me of old photographs of log buildings that my Siberian Mennonite 
grandparents left behind in the aftermath of the Communist 
revolution.

Siberian Log Buildings
By Vic Janzen
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The last country in the world that I had ever cared to visit was 
Russia.  After all, my grandparents were forced to flee their farms 
in the wake of the Communist revolution.  My great aunt suffered 
multiple rapes at the hands of Bolshevik bandits and her husband 
died of saber wounds in the cornfield. True, I remember her as a 
sweet old lady who made a new life in Canada, but my personal 
resentment endured. The hospitality and warmth of the modern 
day Siberians put those seminal DNA resentments to rest. The 
disintegration of the Soviet empire probably helped as well.  Now 

there exists a huge country with huge needs. Who can address all of 
those needs?

I suppose in a small way I am hoping that we can kick-start a 
small log building revival in Onguday, Siberia by building a modest 
church. Who knows where it might go? Siberia has huge untouched 
timber resources. I myself saw vast forests of Siberian pine—good 
log building wood. Housing is desperately needed. Poverty inspires 
the homeowner builder, who may be disappearing from the North 
American scene but perhaps would thrive in this ‘new’ frontier.

My three weeks in Russia, primarily in Siberia, were spent teaching 
in a Pentecostal Bible School with visits to outlying villages of Siberia 
and a brief stay in Moscow. As a Mennonite, teaching Pentecostals 
was different from my past teaching experiences. Pentecostal 
churches in Russia closely resemble the Pentecostal Assemblies of 
Canada and the U.S.A.

So, in 2010 a church or, as the locals put it, a “house of prayer” 
will be built in Siberia.  It will serve the usual weekend worship 
stuff but will got further and provide a focal point for events like 
children’s camps, drop-in centre for single mothers, education, base 
for charity medical programs, teaching trades, care of the elderly 
poor and a host of other purposes. Hopefully the training in log 
building received by the “apprentice” and student builders will add 
a much-needed craft to the region that can use the local building 
resources.

If you that feel inspired to contribute, I would welcome your old 
discarded scribers and certainly any cash contributions towards the 
purchase of chainsaws, logs and other building materials. Money 
donations can be receipted for income tax purposes.The locals have 
just enough resources to survive, and so it is my hope to gather and 
provide expertise and also funds and tools. 
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David Rogers and crew recently restored a building dating from 
the 1930's at Beacon Rock State Park in Washington State. 
David’s company was hired to reproduce a roof system that 
restored the original form and scale.  He replaced all of the log 
rafters, both plates, both purlins and the ridge. All of the original 
logwork and features that had not been damaged beyond repair 
were reused, Tie beams, collar ties, posts, gable end wall panels. 

Each log rafter was notched onto three log beams: the plate 
at the top of the exterior walls; a purlin (one on each roof deck); 
and the ridge. These original log beams were naturally tapered, 
had no roof-pitch-flat sawn on them, and their top (bearing) 
surfaces were naturally round. First, the replacement log rafters 
were hand-peeled, and were minimally flattened on top for the 
roof deck. Then they were sorted by tip and butt diameters, so 
that each rafter could be paired and used in the roof systwm 
where their size would provide a good match for the taper and 
slope of the purlins, plate and ridge. Matching rafter diameters 
to positions on the log beams meant that the rafter notches 
would look good—not be to shallow, or too deep. 

String lines were established with boards nailed to the ends 
of the beams, vertically from the centerline, at the ridge (at the 
peak of the roof deck or "ridgeline"), above the purlin logs and 
above the wall plate logs at a determined height and in the same 
plane. These strings were the reference to calculate the scribe 
settings.

The string lines were loosened to place the next rafters on the 
building. After a pair of rafters was placed onto the log beams, 
and temporarily spiked to the ridge, the stringlines were again 
stretched tight. Each rafter was then wedged as needed to make 
it equal distant from the string at the ridge, purlin and plate. Its 
sawn top surface was now parallel to the roof slope and level 
from side to side. It was then secured with a small ratchet strap 
to hold it while it was scribed. 

Vertical (plumb) measurements were made to the string lines 
and the scribe setting determined. Of course, all three notches 
on a rafter were scribed with one scribe setting. But each rafter 
got a different scribe setting: one that would drop it to the 

correct height above plate and height above ridge. The scriber 
was held plumb (that is, the rafters were dropping straight 
down, not down AND into the roof); and all the notches were 
“double-scribed’ so there was a continuous scribe line on both 
the rafter and the log beams below.

Once the three notches on each rafter were scribed (they are 
‘round notches’), then the “key” or “block” inside each notch 
was laid out on the log below (the plate, purlin and ridge), and 
then transferred up onto the rafter using the scriber, and making 
a “tick” mark on the rafter’s notch scribe lines, similar to the 
process when laying out a square notch.

The rafter could then be removed and the key slots cut into it. 
All the keys are 90-degrees to the roof deck plane (just as they 
were in the original construction), and so could be easily cut by 
eye with a chainsaw, with the rafter upside down on horses. Each 
rafter was then drilled in the center of each notch layout for a lag 
bolt. 

The round-notches were rough-cut into the purlin, plate, and 
ridge with a chainsaw, and then cleaned to the scribe lines by 
chisel. The original logwork was done exclusively with hand 
tools; axe, mallet and chisel, handsaw, brace and bit, froe and 
mallet, shingle hammer.

After the rafters were all set in place and fastened down, rough 
cut, full-dimension 2" bird-blocking was installed between each 
rafter pair, to match the original construction. Each piece of 
blocking is let into the rafters at both ends, and is fitted (but not 
really scribed) to the plate log below. The blocking was left so it 
was just a bit proud on top, which was then shaved down to the 
same plane as the top of the rafters.

The level of skill, workmanship and joinery methods used 
on this building were very sophisticated and unusual for a 
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) structure. Says David, “This 
building was exciting because these examples of ingenuity using 
simple tools and patience still provide me with inspiration and 
admiration as to what others have built, long ago. Many of the 
CCC joinery details are worthy of being incorporated into our 
modern library of effective practices, having already stood a 
good test in time.” 

L O G  R A F T E R S

The roof structure, note 2x bird blocking. PHOTO David Rogers

Log rafter being lowered into its notches. PHOTO David Rogers

TechTalk
 T I P S  A N D  T O O L S
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As you know, building a log home is an intricate process 
that stretches far beyond scribing and cutting the logs. While 
majority of “how-to” log construction publications on the market 
focus on the actual logwork, they mostly fall short in describing 
how the logwork interacts with the rest of the building. As log 
walls shrink and settle, the installation of doors and windows, 
plumbing and heating and even kitchen cabinets require special 
installation—methods that are unique to log buildings. Finding 
quality information about how to transform the log shell into an 
energy-efficient and trouble-free home is like looking for needle in 
the haystack.

Last year, I found support through FPInnovations (formerly 
known as Forintek) to initiate a project to produce a book that 
catalogues industry knowledge of log construction details. I 
wanted to present this information so it will be useful not only 
to log builders, designers, and architects, but also to general 
contractors who are often hired to finish log buildings. Aboriginal 
groups (First Nations) who are producing their own log homes, 
and do- it-yourself enthusiasts will also benefit. Digital files of the 
drawings will be included along with each copy of the printed 
book.

The energy efficiency of housing is becoming a priority 
for consumers and building code officials. More demanding 
guidelines, codes, and regulations are being adopted. Log 
construction is not immune to these pressures, and having a 
catalogue that shows effective practices and methods for finishing 
these beautiful buildings will help our industry on many different 
levels.

The Catalogue will include many log construction details, 
including (and this is only a partial list): connecting log walls to 
foundation; installing and energy-detailing of door and window 
installation; roof framing and attachments to log walls; cabinet 
installation and anchoring; and interior partition walls.

I have been working on this project for about eighteen months. 
However, it would have been much longer process if not for 
the support and input of the ILBA and its members. I am also 
grateful to my “partners in crime,” Wil Dancey from Dietrich’s 
North America who agreed to develop the 3D drawings, and to 
John Boys from Nicola Logworks who was an early and strong 
supporter of the project. One of Nicola’s draftsmen, Markus Duerr, 
helped produce the drawings (sample shown here).

Most of the details are finished, the text is being prepared, and 
the graphics team is working to develop the final layout. If all goes 
as planned, the completed catalog of approximately 100 pages 
will be available in time for the spring 2010 ILBA conference. 

Catalogue of Log 
Construction Details
By Dalibor Houdek

Framing detail for interior partition wall that supports a log floor beam.

Cutaway of window 

installation, showing 

gaskets, settling 

space, vapor films, 

and more.
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TimberTools.com
Your source for quality tools and service

• Timber Tool Forge – Hand forged: chisels, scarf slicks, 
spuds, draw knives, Lassiter tools and more

• Belgian garnet sharpening stones

• SwissPro/HEMA – Mortisers, slotters, guide tracks, drill 
guides, circular saws, skew notchers & tenon cutters, 
portable planers, chain beam saws, portable band saws

• Serra Saw Mills – wide blade technology, electric drive, 
perfect production saw for logs up to 3' - 5'-4"

• REX / Mida – 4-sided planers, moulders for reliable 
continuous operation

• CNC joinery and log milling machines – Essetre/Krusi  

• Land Ark – All natural wood finish, also exterior, soft wax 
for end grain or polish. Reduces checking.

• Double-cut auger bits – Cleanest cut, easily powered: 
18" or 24" long. 3/8" to 1-1/2" wide

• Zentra – Drilling system with centering points, from 5/16" 
to 8", most materials: man-made or timber

Tel: 1-800-350-8176
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High quality, rare Atlantic white cedar 
logs are now available in the mid-Atlantic 
region. This species resists decay better 
than more common cedar and is of the 

highest rank of termite resistance. Straight 
and naturally durable. 

We are seeking a long term relationship 
with a log home builder or log buyer.  

NOTE: This is not northern white cedar. 

Contact: Forester, Bob Williams  
TEL 856-307-7800, ext 111 

CELL 609-221-0211  
EMAIL bob@landdimensions.com

In 1982, Jerry built his “dream” log home in Land O’ Lakes, 
Wisconsin. Quickly, his small dream grew to become Frontier 
Builders, Inc. He took great pride in helping his clients realize 
their own dream of a handcrafted log home and his homes 
can be found throughout the United States, Canada and 
Japan. Many of his homes have been photographed and 
published in national magazines.

Jerry served on the ILBA Board from 1995 to 2002, and 
was our President 2001-2002. He “retired” from log home 
construction in 1999 when he sold his business to his son, 
Daniel, who currently serves on the ILBA Board. He enjoyed 
traveling with his wife of 49 years and wintering in Alford, 
Florida. His hobbies included coaching the Green Bay Packers 
from his lazy boy, researching his genealogy, raising chickens, 
fishing, gardening, and spending time with his grandchildren. 
He was always willing to teach those within his reach, and 
took great pride in all of his crafts from log building to baking 
bread and cultivating strawberries.

Jerry died on Christmas morning, 2009, after a long battle 
with lung cancer. The family has said that a natural resources 
memorial will be established in Jerry’s name.

“Jerry always was concerned about the staff in the office. He gave 
advice where needed and did this willingly. He did not hesitate to 
back any decision made by the ILBA office. He was always there 
when we needed him, and not once did he disappoint us. His 
generosity and friendship were greatly valued by all who had the 
honor to know him. He was a kind and true gentleman.”

Ann Miks 

By Cathy Hansen, Robèrt Savignac, Ann Miks, and Robert W. Chambers
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hat’s right. The average 2,200 sq. ft. home has over 5280 feet
of log joint exposed to the elements. Don’t take a chance keep-

ing out the invasive power of Mother Nature—join the thousands of
homeowners who have sealed their home with Log Jam chinking.  

When other chinking pulls away Log Jam holds its seal.

Since its introduction in 1985, Log Jam
chinking has been the recognized industry stan-
dard in elasticity, adhesion, and durability. It is
also the only chinking to hold a UL fire resistance
rating. Log Jam doesn’t just fill the gaps, it pro-
vides ultimate protection against the elements.

T

Over 1 mile of
Gaps this Wide?

Over 1 mile of
Gaps this Wide?

10300 E. 107th Place Brighton, CO 80601
1-800-767-5656 www. sashco.com

“The tales of Jerry Wait could fill more then this entire newsletter. 
He was and is an amazing man who touched many hearts while he 
was with us on earth. He made a donation in 1999, when the ILBA 
office had just moved to Lumby. After calling the office and hearing 
about the challenges the staff was facing, he immediately bought 
the ILBA a new computer. Computers were very expensive back 
then, but he bought us the best model. Through the years Jerry was 
always there to listen and provide good advice. He never expected 
recognition for his contributions, he gave unconditionally. Jerry 
taught us by example: his wisdom, friendship and care through the 
years will be remembered and cherished forever. Those of us who had 
the opportunity to consider Jerry a friend are truly blessed. May we 
remember the teachings of this elder.”

Cathy Hansen

“Jerry was a tremendous influence during the "turning over" of the 
ILBA, in the days when we went from the CLBA to the ILBA; especially 
in the support he gave to Cathy in the office, and the complete trust 
he had in the ILBA staff, especially Cathy. He actively participated in 
the Sugar Lake Summit, where we brainstormed for a few days to 
sort out our purpose and direction. Jerry donated a computer, and 
guided our Association without seeking any limelight. Never one to 
jump to a conclusion, Jerry stuck it out during the storm of builder 
certification, and was a staunch defender of what our Association 
stood for. I always bid and bought those super heavy wool socks he 
donated to the auctions. Jerry will surely be missed, and is fondly 
remembered.”

Robèrt Savignac

“In 1999 I told Jerry about an inspiration that I’d had—a whole 
new way to build handcrafted log homes. It was part vision, part 
dream, and it was definitely different and a bit far out. Without 
hesitation, on the spot, he volunteered Frontier Builders, Inc. as the 
venue, arranged along with the Great Lakes LogCrafters to get logs 
and builders, and a few months later the first successful Accelerated 
Log Building was built. His support and care came at a perfect time 
(and the GLLCA pocketed a nice sum when the structure was later 
sold—Jerry made nothing from the project, of course). How many of 
us would step up and commit to help with someone else’s dream? 
Jerry did. But, Jerry was an extraordinary man.”

Robert W. Chambers
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LOG BUILDING TOOLS

our website at www.logbuildingtools.ca 
STARRETT & MACKIE scribers; heavy duty 
drawknives up to 30"; peeling spuds; 
chopping & finishing axes; broadaxes; 
adzes; GRANSFORS axes; ENGLISH slicks; 
ROBERT SORBY, HENRY TAYLOR, FOOT-
PRINT & PHEIL chisels and gouges; JAPANESE 
slicks, chisels, saws, ink lines & flex squares; 
hand-forged Flarens, shovel gouges, flat & 
scarf slicks, drawknives & draw-gouges; BARR 
Specialty Tools; peavies; cant hooks; lifting 
tongs; log dogs & cleats; log horses; water 
stones; Diamond whetstones; NORTHWEST 
calipers, tenon cutters & long auger bits; 
ship augers; chainsaw mills & attachments; 
MAKITA & MAFELL planers, saws & chain 
mortisers; MACKIE log building books & 
videos. FREE 32-page catalogue. 
MAGARD VENTURES LTD, 8365 Domagala 
Road, Prince George, BC, Canada V2K 5R1
Tel: 250-962-9057  Fax: 250-962-9157 
Attn: Maurice Gardy
magardlogtools@telus.net
www.logbuildingtools.ca

 
  Never been used; 6" Double-Cut 

(cutting travel speed up to 3 feet per second 
forward or reverse). Will require 600 Volt 3 
Phase Power or motor exchange. The only 
noticeable noise this mill makes is the actual 
blade cutting through wood. Eighty-eight feet 
of track; operator travels with mill head along 
track. Numerous track-mounted hydraulic 
log handing systems and full programmable 
computer controlled set works. (We purchased 
2 and only set one up for use.) Purchased in 
1999, replacement value of this unit today is 
over $130,000 Canadian. Asking $65,000.00 
Canadian, will require some site preparation and 
assembly. To compare this to any of the small 
bandsaws is like comparing a hi-way tractor/ 
trailer to a go-cart, this is a serious production 
mill. We often can go three weeks between 
bandsaw blade sharpenings! Please arrange 
for an appointment to see the twin unit in 
operation. Link to this model at Heartwood Saw: 
http://www.heartwoodsaw.com/Model_310.html
Email to info@moosemountain.com or phone 
toll free 1-877-932-3992 Lloyd Beckedorf, 
Moose Mountain Log Homes Inc.

Logworks Helper Pricing program specially 
written for fast and accurate takeoffs and 
quotes of log home shells. You can customize 
it for the pricing methods and preferences 
you currently use. Note: you must own a copy 
of Microsoft Excel® to run Logworks Helper. 
Developed by Dai Ona with help from John 
Boys. Contact Ann at the ILBA offices for sales 
and enquiries. CDN $500.

For Sale: Brand new Mackie Scriber. Retail 
value of $240 US. Will sell for $150 US.  
Email: logs@ncia.net or call Tom 603-482-3402.

  A comprehensive 
and customizable, AutoCad and AutoCad 
Architecture based 3D design solution for 
manufacturers of Log, Timberframe, Modular, 
Wall Panel, Steel Frame and Sips homes. 
Anthony Montesano, 6600 Trans-Canada Hwy, 
suite 203, Pointe-Claire, qc, Canada, H9R 4S2 
Tel: 514-428-1444 x101, Fax: 514-428-144

 available in 
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario.  Property includes 
three buildings on 12 acres. Contact Bridgetown 
Realty Inc., Brokerage, Terry Schug, sales 
representative, 705-949-8787.

wanted for 
year round, full-time work. Big White Pine logs. 
Good working conditions, minimal travel, good 
pay and benefits. Rural and beautiful Northern 
Vermont near Connecticut River and White 
Mountains of New Hampshire. 3 hours from 
Boston, Montreal and coast of Maine. Outdoors 
oriented person with good woodworking and 
math skills. To apply send or email resume and 
references. The Wooden House Co., Ltd.,  
3714 North Rd., S. Ryegate, Vermont to 
Newbury, Vermont 05051 Phone: 802-429-
2490 email: john@woodenhousecompany.com

Edgewood Log Structures, a successful 
Handcraft and Timber Frame company in Coeur 
d’Alene, is looking for both experienced and 
apprentice log and timber crafters. Wages are 
DOE. Full time positions available immediately.
Please send resumé to Edgewood Log Structures, 
P.O. Box 1030, Coeur d’Alene, ID 83816 or  
call 208-683-3332

Log Crafters Wanted Mid-level (3-5 years 
experience) or possibly builders capable of taking 
on a project with our crew or their crew.
While dual US & Canadian citizenship or Class 
1 truck driver's license would be a benefit, it is 
not necessary. Applicants must have Canadian 
citizenship or Landed Immigrant status. With 
Moose Mountain you will be involved in 
patented and warranted air and weather tight 
fully scribed joinery, exciting projects and the 
possibility of travel with a company that is over 
30 years in business. Earnings dependent on 
skill and experience and level of responsibility 
willing to take on please call to discuss. Call 
us toll free at 1-877-932-3992 or email info@
moosemountain.com.
 Did you know Environment Canada has 
determined that southwestern Alberta enjoys 
Canada's overall nicest climate and we are 
situated in the most moderate area of Alberta 
all with the Rocky Mountains at our doorstep. 
Alberta has one of the lowest costs of living plus 
the very lowest tax, what do you want your 
future to hold?
 To see the caliber of projects Moose Mountain 
builds, visit our photo gallery at:  
www.moosemountain.com

  
We need 4 to 5 log home builders and/or timber 
framers at our plant in Chilliwack, BC. We will be 
busy for the whole next year. Please contact us 
via email at cancedar@shaw.ca or phone  
604-836-8315 and ask for Gerhard. 

is a hand crafted 
log home producer in Collingwood Ontario. Due 
to a consistent annual growth, our company is 
adding multiple positions from apprenticeships 
to experienced log home builders. Legendary 
offers highly competitive wages and a very 
structured work environment. Please email 
resume to  
Legendary@legendarylog.com or fax 
705-444-6675 or call 705-444-0400

 for 
permanent full time position. Send resumes  
with references to danielalbert@coyoteloghomes.
ca or fax 613-756-6186. See our work at  
www.coyoteloghomes.ca

The Log Connection is currently seeking 
three to four highly motivated, enthusiastic 
individuals to become part of our design 
team. Two positions are available for drafters 
with a minimum of two years architectural 
CADD drafting. Two positions are available for 
accomplished drafters/designers with ability to 
complete highly detailed log home construction 
drawings within a specified time period is a 
definite asset. Duties will include the creation 
of working drawings for custom log homes 
based on preliminary designs, production 
design and detailing, shop drawings as well as 
modifications to existing designs. Scope of work 
may range from medium sized residential to 
large commercial projects. Preferred experience 
would include log home design/drafting. 
Provide resume and samples of past CADD 
work, attention to: Mr. Dave Sutton, The Log 
Connection, 129 Nanaimo Ave. West, Penticton, 
BC Canada V2A 1N2

Log Builder Wanted Log Home Builder career 
opportunity available with a progressive, quality 
oriented, full service log home company. 
Edmonton area, permanent full time, year round. 
1-2 years experience, must have own tools and 
transportation, wages are $18.00-$30.00/hr on 
piece work. Fax resume to 780-460-2584.

  Professional 
Finish Carpenter for Scribe Fit and Post & Beam 
structures. 30 years accomplished tradesman in 
this field. Mobile, with extensive selection of 
tools. Honest and Reliable. Contact:

F O R  S A L E F O R  S A L E

H E L P  W A N T E D

H E L P  W A N T E D

WO R K  W A N T E D
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PA DRAFTING & DESIGN 

e-mail:  PADnD@alltel.net 

WAYNE BRUNNER  

RIDGWAY, PA. 15853 

Tel :      814-772-9184 

   Custom Log Home Designs 
        Will travel to your job site             
             22 years of experience 

Support the advertisers who support Log Building News. It’s a win-win situation!

A Log Builder’s Reference to Jigs, Tools and Techniques
An informative book on jigs and work methods specifi c to our trade. Sections include: Scribing 
and Layout, Stairs and Railings, Cutting and Drilling, Stairs and Railings, Holding, Mills and 
Machines, Lifting, Work Methods, Accessing Heights, Resources, Cool Tools and New Stuff.

JIG BOOK
- - - - 

ON SALE 
NOW!
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Big Foot Manufacturing Inc. in Tappen British 
Columbia is looking to hire a qualified Timber 
Framer with CNC experience. We are currently 
expanding our product lines now that we are 
entering the North American market. The ideal 
candidate will be a journeyman Timber Framer 
who has experience operating a Hundegger k2. 
This person will be responsible for processing 
and fitting final pieces and may be required to 
do some on-site erection. Please email resumés 
in confidence to: wayne@bigfoot-mfg.com
or deliver them in person to:
Big Foot Manufacturing 
3380 Ford Road, Tappen B.C.

Nicola LogWorks  Log builder with timber 
frame experience or timber framer with log 
building experience to work in Merritt British 
Columbia. Scope of work includes layout and 
cutting skills in round log Post & Beam, Dovetail 
joinery, Timber frame and Scribed Joinery. 
Options for both temporary and permanent 
position(s). Please send resume to: John Boys, 
(john@logworks.ca) or fax 250 483-4045. Mail: 
Box 1027, Merritt BC Canada V1K 1B8. Phone: 
250-378-4977. References and resume required. 
Learn more about Nicola LogWorks: www.
logworks.ca

Confort Nature is looking for an experienced 
log builder who will be in charge of production. 
As a hands-on team leader, he will be responsible 
of log shell construction from blueprint reading 
to quality management. As a small company 
looking to develop and always get better, we will 
give a lot of place to your ideas and techniques.
We are located in Quebec, 100km north of 
Montreal, in the beautiful region of Lanaudière, 
next to Saint-Donat and Mont-Tremblant 
Park, nearby lakes and mountains. Let's build 
something together! Please contact us via email 
at info www.confortnature.com or phone  
1-877-424-3525
 

a small upscale 
company operating in Rural Eastern Ontario 
since 1976 seeks an experienced log crafter 
preferably with hands on supervisory experience 
that can read plans and manage projects.  We 
foster a dynamic, creative, solution oriented 
work environment that emphasizes quality while 
attempting not to sacrifice productivity (that 
elusive log builder’s Holy Grail) in a structured 
but fun atmosphere. (At least we think its fun) It 
would be helpful (but not required) if applicant 
has timber framing experience as well.  Salary 
dependent on experience.  Plenty of lakes, great 
fishing, hunting and other outdoor recreation.  
2 hours to Toronto or Ottawa (for some serious 
city fun) Call to Martin or Martin to discuss at 
613-478-6830 or e-mail info@jdvloghomes.com 

Due to the closing of WurthCSS, Will Leverett 
has decided to continue the distribution of the 
Assy Screws in North America and invites you 
to contact him on all  of your Structural Screw 
needs. will.leverett@cox.net 478-474-9745.

FraserWood is a pioneering, full-service provider 
of innovative timber products and services 
committed to extending the reach of natural 
timbers in built environments.
FraserWood Industries
Mack Magee
PO Box 175, Garibaldi Highlands BC V0N 1T0

email: mmagee@fraserwoodindustries.com

Fire Tower, licensed in 23 states and bringing a 
modern perspective to time-honored craft, is an 
enterprising firm specializing in the engineering
and design of new and existing log and timber 
structures.

60 Valley St., Unite 1, Providence RI 02909

www.ftet.biz

Association launched a new portal on Estonian 
wooden houses. The main goal of the portal is to 
raise the awareness of people on the excellence 
and essence of wooden houses and on the 
production of wooden houses in Estonia. Estonian 
wooden house is a internationally competitive 
product with high quality, of which approximately 
80% are exported. Centuries long traditions, 
nature-friendliness and contemporary solutions 
are the key aspects that characterize an Estonian 
wooden house. Estonian wooden houses portal is 
also the new webpage for Estonian Woodhouse 
Association – the profiles, contact details and 
product description of our member companies are 
also available. At the present time the webpage 
is in Estonian and in English – it is planned to add 
additional languages and information in the near 
future. The portal is available from the addresses: 
woodhouse.ee and puitmajaliit.ee.   

Vernon, BC. Tel/Fax 250-549-3545 
email bg_Lloyd@hotmail.com

 have 
teamed up to provide you and your clients with 
beautiful designs that begin with a structural 
sensibility. Our 23-year professional relationship 
enables us to provide site specific design, as 
well as coordination with timber craftsmen, 
contractors, engineers & building officials to 
insure a seamless (and mostly painless) process. 
We have the experience to create log & timber 
designs that you will love to build. 
Full 3D drawing capability, including:
– walk through presentations
– permit & construction drawings
– shop drawings for hand or machine cutting
– steel & hardware design
– structural analysis 
For more info contact:
Ed Shure at Timmerhus Inc.
303-449-1336 or ed@timmerhusinc.com

Co. is our first “engineering” member located 
east of the Mississippi offering heavy timber 
and log system structural design services. His 
office is centrally located in western North 
Carolina. He is licensed through the mid-Atlantic 
and Southeastern US (see his membership 
listing under “engineers”). David is an active 
member of The Timber Frame Guild and their 
Timber Frame Engineering Council. He serves 
on the Technical Activities Committee which 
is currently in the process of getting the new 
design standard “TFEC 1-07 Standard for Design 
of Timber Frame Structures and Commentary” 
adopted and incorporated into the NF&PA 
National Design Specifications. He especially 
enjoys working on complex and difficult 
projects of “high intensity and short duration.” 
His hobbies are astronomy, amateur telescope 
making, and adventure motorcycling around the 
mountains of the southeast. To learn more about 
David, check out his website at  
www.dremy.com.

New ownership, new instructor, new outlook 
The Pat Wolfe Log Building School has recently 
transferred ownership. Pat Wolfe’s former 
assistant instructor, Brian Morrison, is now 
instructing 1-, 4- and 10-week courses in both 
the spring and fall. Maintaining the school’s 
traditional methods of log home construction, 
Brian Morrison brings a new approach to the 
quality of homes created and the professional 
education delivered. Find out more about Brian 
and the Pat Wolfe Log Building School online at 
www.logbuildingschool.net.

  It’s time to get into 
a growing industry. Our students are the future 
of the trade. Starting March 2, 2009 to May 
22, 2009, we are offering a 12-week training 
program with certified trainers. This is going 
to be an exciting hands on experience and 
the opportunity to get into a registered trade. 
Students will receive the knowledge and the 
enjoyment of a complete hands on experience of 
building a structure from the base round to the 
massive roof system. Please contact:
Mara Mountain Log & Timber Training Facility
Glen Jackson
#1.C  5270 Auto Rd SE, Salmon Arm BC  V1E 1X3
1-888-933-0017 or 250-833-0017   
Fax: 250-833-0052  
info@logandtimbertraining.com
www.logandtimbertraining.com

 Go to  
www.LogBuilding.org and then click on “Free 
Information.” From that page choose the log 
selection calculator and download it to your 
computer. Requires Excel software to open and 
use this file. It gives you T-1, T-2, B-1 and B-2 for 
any set of logs.  

E V E N T S

2010 ILBA AGM and Conference
April 8 to 11, 2010 at Prescott Resort and 
Conference Center, Prescott, Arizona. Contact 
Ann at the ILBA office for more information.

S E R V I C E S

T R A I N I N GH E L P  W A N T E D

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

A N N O U N C E M E N T S
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Support the advertisers who support Log Building News. It’s a win-win situation!

Learn about timber framing

 Experience the joy of building 
 community through craft

Timber Framers Guild

 education • inspiration 

 888-453-0879
 www.TFGUILD.ORG

contact mel@waysideprinters.com
tel 250.545.2341
toll free in BC 1.800.663.6432

Proud to serve the ILBA

LOG BUILDING TOOLS
STARRETT & MACKIE scribers; heavy duty drawknives up to 30"; peeling spuds; 
chopping & fi nishing axes; broadaxes; adzes; GRANSFORS axes; ENGLISH slicks; 
ROBERT SORBY, HENRY TAYLOR, FOOT PRINT & PHEIL chisels and gouges; 
JAPANESE slicks, chisels, saws, ink lines & fl ex squares; hand-forged Flarens, 
shovel gouges, fl at & scarf slicks, drawknives & draw-gouges; BARR Specialty 
Tools; peavies; cant hooks; lifting tongs; log dogs & cleats; log horses; water 
stones; Diamond whetstones; NORTHWEST calipers, tenon cutters & long auger 
bits; ship augers; chainsaw mills & attachments; MAKITA & MAFELL planers, saws 
& chain mortisers; MACKIE log building books & videos. 

MAGARD VENTURES LTD.  Attn: Maurice Gardy
8365 Domagala Road, Prince George, BC, Canada V2K 5R1
Tel: 250-962-9057  Fax: 250-962-9157 
magardlogtools@telus.net  www.logbuildingtools.ca  

FREE 
32-page 

catalogue
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How to Get Log Building News
Log Building News is mailed to all ILBA 
members. Articles, photos and letters are 
welcomed. The deadline for LBN 71 is  
April 15th, 2010.

If you submit articles in Microsoft Word® 
on CD or by email, send them directly to 
the ILBA office.

Back issues of Log Building News are 
available from the Association office.  
Call 800-532-2900 to order.

Log Building News is copyrighted in Canada 
and the United States. Express written 
permission is required from the ILBA and, 
in some cases, from the author, before 
any article or photo can be photocopied, 
distributed or republished. Contact the 
ILBA office for details.

The views and information expressed in  
articles and ads appearing in Log Building 
News are those of the authors of those 
articles and ads. The International Log 
Builders’ Association assumes no responsi-
bility for the accuracy of the information 
contained herein and does not edit or 
investigate any article or ad for that 
purpose.

Log Building Standards
The ILBA Log Building Standards are 
available online at the ILBA website,  
www.logassociation.org and can be 
downloaded to your computer at no 
charge as an Adobe Acrobat PDF file. 

Log Building News welcomes advertisers. 
Please contact the ILBA office for deadlines.

Log Building News is a great way to contact 
the best log home builders. The ILBA is the 
largest group of builders of handcrafted 
log homes in the world — our members 
make well over $250 million of logwork 
each year. Please contact the office at  
1-800-532-2900 for an advertising 
specification sheet and ad rates.

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N

Ann Miks, Administrator
ann@logassociation.org

International Log Builders’ Association
P.O. Box 775
Lumby, British Columbia
Canada V0E 2G0 
800-532-2900 toll-free
250-547-8776 phone
250-547-8775 fax
www.logassociation.org

ILBA Board of Directors
President 
Ron Brodigan 
courses@schooloflogbuilding.com

 
Pat Clark 
pclark@aboutmontana.net

 
Earl Laverty 
earl@lavertyloghomes.com

Treasurer 
Kevin Maynard 
Kevin@openhearth.us

Directors 
Konrad Gallei 
konrad@gallei.de

Glen Jackson 
info@logandtimbertraining.com

David Rogers 
logdoctor@aol.com

Daniel Wait 
dan@fbiloghomes.com

Past President 
Ed Shure 
ed@timmerhusinc.com

Photos sent to us by ILBA member Max Nikitin. This is a recent project built by Yuri Milikh — a Russian "banya" (sauna) that he named the 
"Beauty of Wild." Yuri is second from the right in the group photo.

Log Building News

now in 

Full Color
Download the  

current issue at the 
ILBA website:

www.logassociation.org
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Joining the ILBA
Membership in the International Log Builders’ 
Association is open to any interested person. 
Members get a copy of the ILBA Log Building 
Standards, one year of Log Building News, 
membership certificate, voting privileges, discounted 
conference registration, a listing in the Annual 
Directory, a copy of the Association Constitution 
and Bylaws, use of computerized help wanted and 
work wanted ads, and all ILBA mailings and notices. 
Company memberships have additional benefits. 
The ILBA accepts Visa or MasterCard. For more 
information on dues and member benefits, please 
call the ILBA office at 800-532-2900.
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