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Built By Hand: Our Heritage, Our Legacy
By Mira Jean Steinbrecher, A.I.A.

They came from many directions; log crafters, family 
members, designers, engineers, architects and vendors. 
Even Pat Clark’s parents showed up—from Delaware! 
Log building was the draw, and Montana was the ticket. 
With snow still on the mountains (and sometimes in the 
air), the chainsaws buzzed for days.

It all started with those interesting pre-conference 
workshops: chainsaw carving with Mike McVay, and 
SketchUp for Timber Frame Layout with Clark Bremer 
and Egils Artmanis. 

By the time the Log Builder Games started on 
Thursday afternoon, there was plenty of sawdust flying 
around and folks were ready to show their ‘stuff’ in an 
exciting round of competitions. That evening, the slide 
show proved that members have not been idle during 
the past 12 months. More great ‘stuff’!

The conference program was full of interesting 

choices this year—at times there were too many 
choices. There were opportunities to learn more about 
log grading, log home repair and restoration, cost 
estimating, building hybrid structures, log engineering, 
small house design, forestry practices in Alaska, wood 
finishing and tool sharpening.

Interspersed were informal gatherings during the 
trade show where builders and suppliers got to meet, 
greet, and eat. Friday night saw an unusually exciting 
auction. Donations were generous and the funds raised 
were higher than expected. Besides that, folks had fun 
and many walked away with some very nice ‘stuff.’

After lunch on Saturday, ‘beat generation’ master 
wood sculptor Toshio Odate showed a retrospective 
of his work—he has spent more than 50 years shaping 
wood into amazing pieces of art. We were honored 

continued on page 3
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Log Building News in COLOR
By Robert W. Chambers, Editor

I have wanted to read a color Log Building News for many years. Color would bring a 
more lively look, and one that could be easier to read: some graphics work a lot better in 
color than in grayscale. 

The issue that you are holding in your hands marks the beginning of color at Log 
Building News. Here’s how to get your color copy—go to www.LogAssociation.org,  
log-in as an ILBA member, and download a color version of LBN66 as a PDF (Adobe 
Acrobat) file. You must have current Acrobat software on your hard drive in order to 
open, view, and print LBN66. You’ll find a link on the ILBA website for downloading the 
free Acrobat software, though most computers already have it.

We will continue to print paper copies of each issue, and mail them to ILBA members. 
No change. But I want you to experience LBN in color—and I hope you like it. In future 
digital issues, we might also include video clips—they look like a photo until you click on 
them, and then the still picture turns into video. Please let me know what you think of 
our new color format. Email me, or start a thread on the ILBA online forums.

“Thank you” to our advertisers for supporting our test run with color—they had to 
prepare both color and grayscale versions of their ads, at their own expense. Thanks to 
the ILBA Treasurer and Board for approving the extra cost for us to prepare two versions 
of Log Building News 66. And thanks to Ann in the ILBA office, and to Glenda and 
Melanie at Wayside Printers for helping move this dream forward. 

In Memory of Rick A. Hall  
1951-2008

This past Sunday, June 15th, 2008, 
my good friend and fellow ILBA Board 
member Rick Hall passed away. Rick was 
born May 12, 1951 in San Diego, and as 
a young man worked alongside his father, 
who was a contractor. 

While he did well in his real estate 
law practice and raised a family on the 
proceeds, he was always a woodworker at 
heart. With the children gone he started 
to study log building in depth—taking 

courses with Ron Brodigan, Lloyd Beckedorf, and Del Radomske—and he soon became 
an active member of our organization. 

His tenure on the ILBA Board of Directors was just one example of his willingness to 
volunteer for important things. Thanks largely to Rick, along with the hard work of his 
fellow Directors, revisions to the ILBA Constitution, Code of Ethics, and Bylaws were 
completed, voted on by the ILBA membership, and approved. 

Rick’s articles in Log Building News on the subject of contracts as they pertain to 
logwork, were important, comprehensive, lucid, and should be read by all log and 
timber frame contractors. 

Rick will be remembered for his strong sense of fairness and never ending optimism. It 
is a sad day for all of us who knew Rick as a friend, and for the log building industry as a 
whole.
—Ed Shure

Rick told the story of his log building education, “I found that my tastes were for a 
handcrafted, Scandinavian full-scribe, chinkless log home,” in Log Building News 47.
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to have his presence and were treated to an 
even more interesting evening when he talked 
about ‘The Human Nuance in Woodworking and 
Handling Wood as a Living Material’ while showing 
examples of his work to illustrate his points.

The evening was rounded out with awards 
ceremonies and a lively jam session in which log 
builders, instrument makers, sales representatives 
and sundry others gathered round to make music.

To finish off this well-designed conference, we all 
piled onto a bus for a Sunday tour of the Whitefish 
area. Highlights included a very tall timber-
framed mountaintop watchtower that serves as a 
‘getaway’ and a visit to a very large log sort yard. 
Most impressive was a beautifully designed and 
handsomely built family lodge that was nearly 
completed.

But all things must end. Saying “so long” is 
always tough, but there’s also that inner voice  
that shouts, “I can’t wait to get home and try 
that!” 

Mira Jean Steinbrecher, A.I.A., is a longtime 
ILBA member, as is her firm, Jean Steinbrecher 
Architects, www.JeanSteinbrecher.com

Built by Hand  from page 1

top 
Dan Wait tries a Japanese log knife. 

left 
Ed Burke teaches Ron Brodigan and 
others about log grading rules. 

photos egils artmanis
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The Competitive Edge

top left 
Mira Steinbrecher shows great form, and 
came within 1 point of winning, but Ingrid 
Boys took the trophy home! 

above 
Martin Slager took first place in Men’s Axe 
Throw. 

photos ann miks

below 
Steve Meyer shows his technique during the 
slabbing competition. photo egils artmanis

left 
Pat Clark looks 
calm and collected 
during the notching 
competition of the 
Log Builder Games. 

below

John Colliander 
and Pat Clark work 
furiously during the 
2-man notching 
competition. 

photos egils artmanis
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By Mira Jean Steinbrecher, A.I.A

Thanks to the organizing skills of brothers Josh and Jordan 
Littler of Artisan Log Homes and the unstinting support of Pat 
Clark and his crew from Shady Grove Log & Timber Builders, 
2008’s version of the Log Builder Games was as delightful as it 
was successful. Despite the melting snowbanks at edge of the 
parking lot, the Montana sun came out to warm hands and 
hearts.

Highlights included the intense two-man notching, won by 
Josh Littler and his pickup partner Zach Jacobson who joined the 
team when, at the last minute, Josh’s brother Jordan had to pull 
out. Josh and Zach, who had met only a few minutes earlier, 
won the competition with a time of just over 20 minutes.

For the always-exciting axe throw there were more than 20 
men and (a record) five women this year—oh, and one dog that 
added an extra bit of drama by trotting across the throwing 
field during practice rounds. Martin Slager won the men’s axe 

division, but second place found no less than four competitors in a sudden-death throw-off. (We don’t 
mean that literally…) Ingrid Boys won the women’s division in a nail-biter, by a single point.

Josh Littler defended his Grand Champion title again this year. Josh went home with a brand new 
Husqvarna chainsaw and a special ‘Spike-the-Log-Builder’ trophy created by artist and volunteer 
Mike Storey. John Palm of Baker Creek Log Homes donated a beautiful, brand new Husqvarna 357XP 
chainsaw as the prize for the Grand Champion, thanks, John! Congratulations, Josh.

Mira Jean Steinbrecher, A.I.A., is a longtime ILBA member, as is her firm, Jean Steinbrecher Architects.

Grand Champion –  
Josh Littler

Notching
1st  Josh Littler 
2nd  Pat Clark
3rd  Dai Ona 

Slabbing
1st  Josh Littler 
2nd  Jim Widdifield & 

Jordan Littler (tie)

Axe Throw 
1st  Martin Slager 
2nd  Josh Littler 
3rd  Egils Artmanis 

Women’s Axe Throw
1st  Ingrid Boys
2nd Mira Steinbrecher
3rd  Michelle LeFrancois

Two Man Notching
1st   Josh Littler &  

Zach Jacobson
2nd   Pat Clark &  

John Colliander
3rd   Joe Wiltzen &  

Jake Overleafe
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Log Builder Games 2008

Zach Jacobson and Josh Littler on top 
of the world, or at least on top of their 
winning log. photo mira steinbrecher
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Angus McCallum passed 
away peacefully on the 4th of 
March 2008 at the age of 82. 

Originally from England, 
he and Pat settled in New 
Zealand after WWII and 
made a life of farming in the 
Wairarapa Valley with their 
four children.

For those of you who knew 
Angus and his involvement in 

the Log Builders’ Association of New Zealand, you will no doubt 
be saddened by his death. He had also recently lost his beloved 
Pat, and now rests peacefully with her.

Angus didn’t join the LBANZ because he loved log homes and 
wanted to build one himself, as is usually the case for people 
joining the LBANZ. He was originally approached by a farming 
magazine, Straight Furrow, to organize two log building courses 

tutored by Canadian Allan Mackie in 1987. The participants of 
those two courses asked Angus to help them form the LBANZ. 

For many years Angus coordinated the courses, magazine, 
membership, fundraising, finances and anything else that went 
with the LBANZ. Angus wrote his last log newsletter in 1992. 
He had been secretary for 15 years, had written 52 No Problem! 
newsletters, organized seven conferences, and put log building in 
New Zealand on the map. When he started there were three log 
buildings in NZ; when he resigned there were over 300.   

In his last newsletter he wrote, “During the last 15 years, 
Pat and I have met many fabulous people. We shall value the 
friendships we have made as long as we are around. Indeed 
we have been drawn to visit many places and buildings that 
otherwise would never have seen nor come to know the people 
in them. We have enjoyed every minute of it.” 

Angus certainly had a very enjoyable and fulfilling life. And we 
are privileged that he and Pat shared some of their talented and 
fulfilled lives with us.

In Memory of Angus McCallum 
Helped Start the New Zealand Log Builders Association
By Justin and Adie Long
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Please 
contact  
Will Leverett

478-474-9725
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Workshops

left 
Proud artist with his eagle, during 
chainsaw carving pre-conference 
workshop.  
photo patti lefrancois

above 
Glorious carved eagle from Chainsaw 
Carving pre-conference workshop.  
photo egils artmanis

right 
Deb Brown in front of her chainsaw-carved 
bear at the pre-conference workshop.  
photo patti lefrancois
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Auction Contributors
Anthony, Jennifer / Fearless Engineers PLLC
Beckedorf, Lloyd and Linda Bourdage / Moose 

Mountain Log Homes Inc.
Bos, Eric / Sansin Corporation
Boys, John and Ingrid / Nicola Log Works Ltd.
Brand, Jay / Brand X Sawmills Inc.
Breimhurst, Donald L. / Home Field Advantage Ltd.
Byler, David / Tamarack Contracting
Carnegie, Bonnie and Buzz
Carson, Gordon 
Cleveland, Noel / Makita Canada Inc.
Conroy, John / Baileys Inc.
Cooper, Charlotte / Summer Beam Books
Dancey, Wil and Chris / Dietrich's North America
Espe, Gary / Norwegian Wood Log Homes
Gardy, Maurice / Magard Ventures Ltd.
Gray, David / Kalispell Montana Log Homes
Grieb, Jim / Gearhead Scribers
Hamlin, Joanne / Perma-Chink Systems Inc.
Hansen, Danny / hsbCAD North America
Jacobson, Zack 
Johnson, Don / Log Homes Illustrated and Timber 

Homes Illustrated Magazines
Koelbel, Katharina 
Lane, Chris / Log Homes Illustrated and Timber  

Homes Illustrated Magazines
LeFrancois, Michelle 
LeFrancois, Patti 
Legatt, Mike / Viking Industries
Lockhart, Susan / Cannon Bar Works Ltd
Mackintosh, Bruce and Judy / Twin Butte Log  

Homes Ltd.
Martin, Dwight / The Gourmet Wood Company
Maynard, Kevin / Open Hearth Home Inspections,  

LLC
McCarty, Joel / Timber Framers Guild
Menard, Andree 
Meyer, Stephen 
Mikkelsen, Douglas / Old Style Log Works, Inc.
Miks, Willi and Ann
Minde, Brooks / Minde Log Construction Inc.
Notdurfter, Heiko / Pfanner Tough Gear Canada Ltd.
Obomsawin, Robbin, Jules and Jasson / Beaver  

Creek Log Homes
Ona, Dai Yoshito / Daizen Joinery Ltd.
Parker, Bob / Sun Valley Log Homes
Prince, Mel / Wayside Press Ltd.
Purcell, Bill / Plum Creek Timber Company
Richter, Gary / Timber Tools
Rossman, Don and Debbie / Karma Log Homes Ltd.
Sellman, Duane / Sellman Log Structures Inc
Shure, Ed / Timmerhus Inc.
Slager, Martin / John DeVries Log & Timber Homes 

2000 Ltd.
Steinbrecher, A.I.A., Mira Jean / Jean Steinbrecher 

Architects
Storey, Mike and Suzette 
Stratton, Jay / Vermont Solitude Inc.
Taylor, James "JT" / James M Taylor & Associates Inc.
Wait, Daniel / Frontier Builders Inc.
Wiens, Perry / Wiens Log Homes Inc.
Willis, Bill / CBR Products
Wiltzen, Joseph / Baker Creek Log Homes
Yanoski, Steve

Dan Wait, Duane Sellman and others watch a demo of Brand X sawmills.  
photo patti lefrancois
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Demos
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hat’s right. The average 2,200 sq. ft. home has over 5280 feet
of log joint exposed to the elements. Don’t take a chance keep-

ing out the invasive power of Mother Nature—join the thousands of
homeowners who have sealed their home with Log Jam chinking.  

When other chinking pulls away Log Jam holds its seal.

Since its introduction in 1985, Log Jam
chinking has been the recognized industry stan-
dard in elasticity, adhesion, and durability. It is
also the only chinking to hold a UL fire resistance
rating. Log Jam doesn’t just fill the gaps, it pro-
vides ultimate protection against the elements.

T

Over 1 mile of
Gaps this Wide?

Over 1 mile of
Gaps this Wide?

10300 E. 107th Place • Brighton, CO 80601
1-800-767-5656 • www. sashco.com

Toshio Odate adjusts 
his wood plane.  
photo egils artmanis

John Boys and a new widget launcher…gets a chuckle out of the ‘tool groupies.’  
photo patti lefrancois
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SketchUp is not Ketchup
By Egils Artmanis

After studying ArchiCad and working with 
it for few years, I came across software 
named SketchUp: a 3D drawing program 
available from Google. Soon I realized 
that SketchUp is a better and faster 
tool than ACad for nice renderings and 
presentations (I import my ACad model 
drawings into SketchUp and render 
them). At the conference in Whitefish, 
Clark Bremer, the creator of “Rubies TF” 
(plug-ins SketchUp), taught an excellent 
preconference workshop about these 
extensions that he created specifically for 
timber framers. 

Clark’s “Rubies TF” allow you to create 
detailed timberframe models that include 
joinery for accurate shop drawings. Ruby 
scripts are like creating your own library 
of commonly used timber sizes and joints 
for fast access later, with an automated 
spreadsheet for all timber dimensions and 
peg count—great features. 

SketchUp is definitely at the top of my 
list of fast- and easy-to-learn software. 
I don’t think you can get any other 
software with similar modeling and tooling 
capabilities—and it is totally free. 

A professional version SketchUp Pro 6 is 
available for a fee. The Pro version includes 
LayOut — an application for creating 
multi-page documents, and comes 
with two-years of support. (I don’t have 
anything against ketchup it just sounded 
good.) 

C o n f e r e n C e  2 0 0 8

SketchUp
By Mira Jean Steinbrecher, A.I.A.

Clark Bremer of Northern Lights Timber Framing might be a ‘square’, but he surely 
does know his way around—both in the shop and in the virtual world. It was a delight 
to watch him build structural members, design and create joinery, then produce shop 
drawings, all while never leaving his computer’s keyboard. 

SketchUp is a 3-D application for Windows and Mac that has some CAD features, but 
unlike CAD is simple, fast, and, well, fun. 

Clark speaks ‘Builder’—but not just Builder, ‘BIG Wood Builder’! Layout lines on his 
drawings are just that. He even calls them ‘chalk lines’. Watching him snap one at 10 feet 
above the floor is a delight. Oh, if that could only be done in the real world without the 
use of a crane or a ladder. Skyhooks anyone?

Clark kept his audience rapt as he whizzed around the keyboard. He made sense, 
answered questions thoroughly and thoughtfully, and cracked jokes all while building 
an elegant 3-D timberframe model. Best of all, he did it with a simple-to-use and free, 
Google SketchUp (find it at www.sketchup.com). Who could ask for anything more…?

Information about how Clark Bremer uses SketchUp in his business, his SketchUp 
courses, and some free help files and scripts are available at:  
www.northernlightstimberframing.com/su/index.htm 

Mira Jean Steinbrecher, A.I.A., is a longtime ILBA member, as is her firm, Jean 
Steinbrecher Architects, www.JeanSteinbrecher.com

left  
SketchUp model of timber frame shell.  
photo clark bremer

Sugar Lake Resort, 

near Grand Rapids, 

Minnesota — our  

home for the 2009 

Conference and AGM

>>>
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Ingrid and John enjoying their 
3 minutes off at Whitefish 
Conference.  
photo egils artmanis
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ILBA People

Mira Steinbrecher with her 
hand-painted axe—an award 
from the ILBA for dedication 
and commitment to the ILBA. 
Thanks Mira!  
photo patti lefrancois

ILBA Award for Dedication

Project Expo Award
Katharina Koelbel was awarded the Design Project Expo award 
at the Conference.

Joining us in Whitefish, 
Montana was Priit-Kalev Parts 
from the Estonian Vernacular 
Building School. 
photo ann miks
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The recent history of the Lac 
Vieux Desert (LVD) Chippewa 
of northern Michigan is a 
story of remarkable progress 
and growth. Not recognized 
as an official Indian band 
until 1988, the Band had 
less than 100 members 
and an unemployment 
rate of 40% in the early 
1990s, but investment in 
housing, education and 
social services at that time 
laid the foundation for their 
rapid trans-formation. The 
Band has since increased 
its landholdings from 74 
to over 1600 acres, built 
modern services, a golf course, hotel and gaming facility, and 
unemployment now stands at just 11%.

With their newfound prosperity, the Band approached Dan 
Wait of Frontier Builders in 2003 with a plan to rebuild their 
traditional ceremonial lodge. The building they envisioned would 
stand on sacred ground in the heart of the LVD Old Indian 
Village, and would be designed according to the traditions of the 
Chippewa people. Dan helped them create a preliminary design 
for a massive 75-foot-diameter (23m) octagonal log building, 
with centre posts at the four compass points and grand entrance 
doors on the north and south walls. The twenty four trusses 
would be built of 20-inch diameter pine logs harvested on LVD 
and adjacent federal lands. Dan gave the band a material list and 

told them to call him back 
after they had felled, peeled, 
and air-dried the logs.

As construction time 
neared, Dan and his team 
at Frontier Builders took 
the Band’s design to an 
engineer. The results were 
disheartening. The engineer 
specified knife plates and 
multiple steel bolts to carry 
the massive loads generated 
in the long spans and large-
diameter logs. “He called for 
something like three tons of 
steel in all,” Dan recalls.

Dan met with Neil Maclean 
of Timberlinx at the 2006 

ILBA conference in Montebello, Quebec and talked to him about 
the LVD project. Timberlinx is an internal steel fastening system 
with excellent tensile and shear capacities. It also has defined 
mechanical values backed by full-scale testing, something the 
engineers like.

At first Dan was a little apprehensive about going with a new 
technology like Timberlinx. “Knife plates and steel bolts may not 
look great, but they are reliable, they have stood the test of time,” 
Dan says. When he told the band about the product, they were 
enthusiastic. “The band was all over the idea of hidden fasteners, 
and that’s what sold me,” Dan recalls.

There was still the problem of engineering, however. Frontier 
Builders had already paid for the engineering of the structure and 
was reluctant to pay again. Neil recognized the importance of 
the project and the size of the potential order, so he offered to 
pay to have the plans redesigned by Joe Miller of JFM Design with 
hidden Timberlinx configurations that exceeded the original steel 
knife plate capacities. 

In all, 33 Timberlinx connectors were used in each of the 24 
trusses (almost 800 fasteners altogether). With 13,000-pound 
tensile loads and shears in excess of 38,000 pounds, several of the 
joints with the highest loads had multiple connectors plus hidden 
split rings to augment the shear capacity of the Timberlinx. 
“By using different combinations of full- and half-Timberlinx 
connectors, along with threaded rods and split rings, each 
customized joint configuration could be specified using off-the-
shelf parts” says Joe. “Since we could install the connectors in the 
line of action of all the axial forces, there were fewer issues with 
shrinkage and load eccentricity, when compared to traditional 
knife plates.”

In January of 2007, Neil flew to Wisconsin to train Dan’s crew 

Ceremonial Lodge — an Engineering Solution
New product helps an Indian band build a traditional structure
By Brent Preston

The Frontier crew on top of the assembled structure.

Near the start of trial assembly in the Frontier Builders yard, two 
mono-trusses and the central “lantern.”
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as they began to assemble the mono-trusses (a “mono-truss” is a 
truss like these that has only one, not two, roof slopes). Timberlinx 
had made a special oversized drilling jig to accommodate the 20-
inch diameter logs being used—the standard jig is 12x19, and this 
special one was 19x36 inches. “The first truss went really well” 
Neil recalls, “but on the second, we ran into some challenges.” 

The custom jig, which guides the drilling location for the 1-1/8 
inch diameter holes for the Timberlinx fasteners, was not working 
perfectly on the large, irregularly-shaped logs. The large size of 
the jig, and the distance from the log and length of the auger 
bit, introduced flexing and wandering. Neil, Dan and the Frontier 
crew worked into the night, modifying the jig—adding some 
corner gussets to stiffen the jig, and welding a few nuts to the jig 
so that threaded rods could be turned through them to tighten 

the jig onto the log. “There is always a 
learning curve with new technology” 
Dan said at the time. By the next day, 
the drilling and assembly of the trusses 
was running smoothly. 

The LVD ceremonial lodge is now 
nearing completion. Ancient Native 
American aesthetics, traditional log 
building techniques and modern 
technology have combined to create a 
sacred structure on a grand scale.

Brent Preston is a writer and builder 
from Creemore, Ontario.

Trial assembly of mono-trusses in the yard, 
view from crane.

Assembling mono-truss inside.

Closeup of log 
joinery and 

invisible Timberlinx 
connectors.

centre left 
Neil Maclean and Dan Wait with the large, 
custom drilling jig, modified with corner 
gussets.

left 
Inside the assembled structure—mono-
trusses bear on posts and log panels.
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Slotting Jig for Big Job
By Earl Laverty 

We recently took a job to produce handhewn structures for a 
park in Kitchener, Ontario. The timbers were massive: the posts 
were 16-inch (40cm) square white pine, 24 feet (7.3m) long. 
Our portion of the job included the main timber frame and six 
stand-alone lamp posts. 

The engineer designed knife plates for the bottom of each post 
that measured almost 7/8 of an inch (20mm) thick by 10 inches 
(25cm) wide and 22 inches (56cm) long. The slot for the plates 
could be only 1/16th of an inch (2mm) larger all around. How in 
the world could we make these cuts?

Enter, A Boys Big Book of Jigs. Flipping through the pages 
I found on 3:12 that Ed Shure and John Boys had already 
developed a jig for cutting knife plate slots. Their jig was too 
small for this job, but it was a good place to start.

The basic jig consists of a chainsaw bar that has a long slot cut 
out of its center; a block that is bolted on either side of the bar 
that rides up and down the slot (allowing the plunge action); 
and two aluminum plates that are welded at right angles (which 
holds the bar centered on the post). 

One of these plates is screwed to the bottom of the post and 
sometimes require a little shimming to ensure that the guide 
plate is parallel with the centerline of the post. This guide plate 
has two rails, which hold the bar of the saw in place. Just like Ed’s 
model, we had a one-inch slot cut out of a 36-inch Cannon bar 
—we took the bar to a machine shop where they cut the slot 

with a water jet. 
With the bucking 
spikes removed 
from our 395XP, 
and 2 extra links 
added to the chain, 
we squeezed out 
22-3/4 inch (58cm) of plunging depth, so just a bit deeper than 
our 22-inch long steel knife plates.

Since the slot in the bottom of the posts was to be about 
1-inch, 25mm wide, we used 404-pitch, 63-gauge bar and 
chain to hog out a wide kerf with each pass. We then used 
one-quarter-inch (6mm) thick aluminum shims that could 
be dropped between the bar and the UHMWPE (ultra high 
molecular weight polyethylene) block on our bar to progressively 
widen the kerf we were cutting (Fig. 1). Using these shims meant 

we could leave the jig bolted in one 
place on the bottom of the post 
until we finished with all the cutting.

We made three plunges into 
each post to make the slot the right 
thickness. The first plunge was made 
without any shim (Fig. 2), and the 
second plunge was shimmed one 
half-inch (12mm) (ie both shims 
used). This left 1/8” (3mm) of wood 
in between the two cuts, so we 

removed one of the shims (leaving one still in the jig) and we 
hogged out the last remaining sliver of wood (Fig. 3).

Before trying this on the actual posts, we tested the jig on 
some scrap, and found that we were deadly accurate—easily 
within the tolerances required by the engineer. Next time I might 
tap four holes, one in each corner of the base plate that is bolted 
to the post, to let me fine-tune the plate’s position. This time 
around I just used little slivers of wood (adze shavings) between 
the base plate and the end of the post.

The bonus for me was the price of the jig. The bar and chain 
were the most expensive parts of the whole thing. Water-jetting 
the 27-inch long slot cost $150, and the jig parts were made 
with spare materials. All in all, this came in at just over $500. 
Compared 
with some 
of the 
manufactured 
slotting 
machines that 
are available, 
this is a real 
bargain. 

fig 2

fig 1

fig 3
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TechTalk
 T I p s  a n d  T o o l s

Purchase Point
By John Boys

When I assemble log post and beam, 
or timber frame I am often looking for 
a “purchase point” from which to pull. 
A 5/8" forged eye nut will thread on to 
the ubiquitous 5/8" plate hold-down and 
gives a strong anchor point that I can use 
to rack a whole frame, if necessary.

On several occasions I have shot a 
5/8" wedge anchor into the side of a 
foundation or even a rock outcropping for 
a quick purchase point.

I also use eye nuts for lifting through-
bolted piece-en-piece panels. A 5/8" 
Crosby ring eye nut is rated for lifting 
3600 lbs, and costs about $16. Also 
available unthreaded or metric-threaded. 

clockwise from upper left  
Rigging the top of a pièce-en-pièce panel to lift from the through-bolts, using Crosby eye nuts; 
close up of Crosby eye nuts on piece-en-piece panel; crosby eye nut threaded onto foundation 
bolt, used as a “purchase point” to pull from; closeup of Crosby eye nut threaded onto 
foundation bolt. photos john boys
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I underscribe. My corner notches are definitely tighter because 
of underscribing. When I look back at my old log buildings from 
pre-underscribing days, as the logs shrank in diameter, the corner 
notches mostly opened up. Thank you, Del Radomske for helping 
me avoid shrinkage gaps!

(A note on terms: underscribe and overscribe are the same 
thing—namely, the notch scribe is smaller than the groove scribe. 
As I get ready to scribe a log, I find my widest gap and decide 
what my groove scribe-setting should be. And then, when I scribe 
the corner notches of that log, I close down that scribe setting a 
bit, and so I say, “I am underscribing the notches.” I do not start 
with the notches and then open up my scribe setting for the 
groove, so I don’t think of what I’m doing as “overscribing the 
groove.”)

Over the years I have heard about some 
log builders using more than a 1-inch 
(25mm) difference between the notch and 
the groove setting. In some cases, maybe 
in most all cases, this is too much. You can 
see in these photos that the wood of the 
saddle (also called the “receiver,” “scarf,” 
or “blaze”) has failed—crushed beyond 
recovery (Fig. 1). If the wood has crushed, 
then too much underscribe was used. 
Crushed wood will not rebound; whereas 

compressed (but not crushed) wood will bounce back (Fig. 2).
With some buildings—depending on the trees you are using, 

the height and weight of the walls, the type and style of corner 
notching, and so on, it can be possible that a huge 1-1/4 inch 
(30mm) underscribe gap will close up while the building is in 
your yard. But this does not mean that you should be using an 
underscribe that big. Just because large underscribe gaps close up 
does not mean you should be creating gaps that big . . . . or that 
you should try for even bigger gaps in the next shell.

Look at your saddles when you take each building apart. If you 
see crushing and wood failure, then your underscribe amount is 
too big. The correct test for underscribe amount is whether you 
are crushing wood, not whether the gaps in the grooves close up 
over time in your yard.

Too Much Underscribing?
By Robert W. Chambers

fig 1 fig 2
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How Much is About Right?
And just to start a conversation, what is the “correct” amount 
to underscribe? Well, here’s what I’m thinking: I consider 
underscribing to be my way of preventing corners notches from 
getting gaps that are caused by log shrinkage and twisting. From 
this perspective, I want my underscribe amount to just “keep 
ahead of” the shrinkage of log diameter over time.

The amount of shrinkage in diameter that you get depends on 
four major factors: 1) log species (for example, Western Red cedar 
has radial ovendry shrinkage of 2.4%, and Douglas fir has twice 
this much, 4.8%); 2) Equilibrium Moisture Content, which is the 
moisture content of naturally-dried wood in your climate; 3) the 
moisture content of your logs when you are notching them; and 
4) the diameter of your logs.

Bottom line, the 20-inch (51cm) diameter, fresh green, Douglas 
fir that I use are going to shrink down to about 19-1/4 inch 
(49cm), and I want my underscribe to be enough to just “make 
up” for this 3/4 inch (2cm) loss of diameter.

Let’s assume (just to keep things simple) that I am losing 3/8 
inch on each side of each notch (that is, my 3/4 inch of shrinkage 
in diameter is evenly split inside and out (1cm on each side adds 
up to 2cm of diameter shrinkage)). And let’s assume that the 
saddles have about 45° of slope. This would mean that to keep 
the notches looking tight on my logs (again, 20-inch diameter 
Douglas fir) I would need an underscribe amount of somewhere 
around 3/8” (1cm), or a little bit more. This is a lot less than the 
1” (25mm) underscribe amounts I hear of from time to time, and 
is about HALF of the underscribe amount that a lot of builders are 
using to start their buildings. 

Maybe we are using underscribe amounts that are too big?

Two more thoughts, and where they lead
Since logs at the top of the wall shrink about the same as logs 
on the bottom of the wall, to me it seems to make sense that 
we should use the same underscribe amount for every layer of 
the building. Why use smaller underscribe amounts higher on 
the walls, when all our wall logs shrink by the same amount? 
Just because the lowest logs can be compressed more (by using 
more underscribe and creating a bigger gap) does not mean they 
should be compressed more. Why give the low logs more gap 
than they need? Why not give them enough underscribe, and 
enough compression, but not “as much as they can take!”

Second, since logs with short spans between corners shrink the 
same amount as logs that have long distances between corner 

Figure 1: Too much underscribe can load the saddle with so much 
weight that the wood fails. Crushed wood will not rebound much. 
Watch for these tell-tale signs when you disassemble your shells for 
shipping. 

Figure 2: Here a notch has compressed, but not crushed a saddle. 
The compressed wood will rebound. photos r.w. chambers
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notches, doesn’t it make sense that we would use the same 
underscribe amount in every corner? One underscribe amount for 
all walls in a building.

It turns out that underscribing an accelerated building pretty 
much requires us to use one underscribe amount per layer of 
logs, so that’s why I tried doing this. But I also build some shells 
every year the usual, one-log-at-a-time way, and because this 
change to using underscribe worked so well with the accelerated 
shells, I have been using only one underscribe amount per layer 
with both building methods.

I know this is not the way that Del has taught underscribing, 
or that most builders have been using underscribing. I used 
Del’s methods for about 11 years (1989 to 2000), with good 
results, but with room for improvement, too. And Accelerated 
Log Building has taught me some very interesting things about 
building that apply to all log shells! It’s opened my eyes and 
helped explain some puzzles to me. Just to give you an example 
of what I mean—now I know why the underscribe gap that we 
leave under our three-quarter sill logs never closes up as tight as 
the same size gap in the first layer of logs that have long grooves.

So, for the past 8 or 9 years (2000-today) I have been using 
underscribing in a different way. I have been using only one 
underscribe amount per layer (per course, per round) of logs. My 
buildings have had from 4 corners to 22 corners, and have had 
big differences in wall lengths: longest span between notches 

of nearly 40-feet (12m); and shortest about 4-feet (1.2m); but 
within one round of logs I am not using the Radomske method 
of, for example, 1/4 inch for short walls, 1/2 inch for medium 
walls, and 3/4 inch for long walls.

It works—I get good fits over time using only one underscribe 
amount for all the notches that are in one layer, no matter how 
far apart or close together the corner notches are in that layer. 
No, I do not use 1-1/4 inches (32mm) of underscribe for a layer 
of logs that include a 4-foot span (that big a gap on that short a 
span would never close, for me), but as you can tell from what 
I’ve already said here, I think that big underscribe amounts are 
not needed, and those big underscribe amounts are definitely 
not correct if saddles or notches crush. Just because a 1-inch gap 
(25mm) eventually closes up does not mean we should have used 
a 1-inch gap for that round of logs, or that we should try a 1-1/4 
inch gap (32mm) because maybe it will be even “better!”

We need to keep an eye on our goal: nice, tight corner notches 
after the logs dry out. Mistakenly thinking that our goal has been 
“I think my notches can take even more compression,” has lead 
a number of log builders to use larger and larger underscribe 
amounts over time. And as a result, I think, some of us are using 
too much underscribe, instead of “just enough underscribe.”

If you’ve been experimenting with underscribe/overscribe, or 
want to share your observations please contact me—I’d like to 
keep this conversation going! 
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ILBA Scholarship Made My 
Conference Possible 
By Mocha Vaughan

The "Built By Hand" conference in Whitefish Montana this past 
April was truly an international affair. The conference held true 
to its name and represented the importance of the human touch 
in creating building structures. With the presence of so many 
talented presenters and peers, the conference was rich with 
knowledge and enthusiasm. 

I was able to attend thanks to an ILBA scholarship. I am a 
single father of two kids; and the scholarship made it possible for 
me to participate. There was a little confusion around how much 
the scholarship would cover. This year it reduced conference fees 
to around $150, and travel wasn't provided for. In the future 
it may change. It is a great opportunity and I hope the ILBA 
continues the program. 

The content of the workshops was very good and it reflected 
the "Built By Hand" theme. Joel McCarty spoke on carpenter’s 
math and described good fundamental trig skills without using a 
calculator. Toshio Odate presented his concave curved diamond 
stones for producing a convex curve on power plane blades. 
The blades are used for flattening large pieces. Dai Ono and Tak 
Kida gave demonstrations on sharpening and caring for Japanese 
hand tools.

The slide show presentation was impressive, with the folks 
from Canada showing inspirational work. Kat's work stunned the 
crowd, leaving the men forever dreaming of ice showers.

The keynote speaker, Toshio Odate, illustrated human nuance 
in building with grace and humor. He balanced his presentation 
by stressing the importance of the client; without whom, the 
builder does not exist. 

The camaraderie and atmosphere of togetherness at the 2008 
conference was inspiring. I want to thank the ILBA, Ed Shure, and 
everyone involved for the opportunity provided to me. I came 
away from the conference with the insight that as the tools and 
techniques may change, the essence of what a craftsman does 
remains the same.  

Mocha Vaughan works at Timmerhus, Inc. in Boulder, Colorado.

ILBA Memorial Scholarships
By Ed Shure

The Board of Directors established scholarships to honor the 
memories of long-time members Jon and Danny Byler, and Doug 
Lukian. The scholarships were opened to all who applied, and 
at Whitefish, Mocha Vaughan, Jasson Obomsawin and Todd 
Rossman were randomly chosen to have their registration fees 
reduced to a mere $125.

The Board is very pleased to be able to provide these 
scholarships to folks who otherwise might never have the chance 
to attend one of our conferences, and we look forward to 
offering them again in Minnesota in 2009. 
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Cordial greetings. I am honored to 
serve as President and look forward 
to working with you over the coming 
year. We have several new officers 
and directors on the ILBA Board, 
including myself. Past-President, 
Ed Shure, remains on the Board as 
my mentor until his term ends next 
January. Pat Clark, who did such an 

outstanding job with the recent Whitefish Conference, is staying 
on as Vice-President. Kevin Maynard is our new Treasurer, and will 
be mentored by John Boys through the remainder of John’s term 
this year. Earl Laverty is the new ILBA Clerk. Dan Wait was recently 
elected to the Board and joins David Rogers as an ILBA Director. 
I am confident we will work well together to the benefit of the 
Association, and we welcome your active input.

In the coming year, there will be much work to do: log grading 
is required by the new log construction code of the International 
Code Council (ICC) (only in those locations where the new 
ICC-400 has been adopted), and there is upcoming research on 
thermal performance of log walls, lateral strength (important for 
earthquake zones), restoration, education, and other issues. 

We need your assistance. You can help by donating high-
quality logs for use in these various research efforts. We will 
possibly be contracting for help in defining and providing specific 
goals for the research. The outcome of this research we share 
with the timber framers, and a positive, sharing spirit is emerging 
between the ILBA and the Timber Framers Guild (TFG). 

Our Board discussed hosting joint conferences and rendezvous 
in the near future with the TFG representative, Joel McCarty. 
There seems to be increasing crossover among practitioners of 
these two important wooden-building disciplines, and this cross-
fertilization can only be healthy for both fields.

The 2008 Whitefish Conference and Annual General Meeting 
were rated by most who attended as excellent, although 
attendance was down, when compared to previous years. Our 
2009 Conference will be April 23rd to 26th at Sugar Lake Lodge 
near Grand Rapids, Minnesota – an area rich in log building.

We need your input on new programs, sessions, workshops, 
and courses that you would like to see at our conference, and of 
course we’ll repeat the successful and popular sessions. Specific 
ideas for new vendor representatives for the Trade Show are also 
welcome. 

Please call or email your suggestions to Board members, or  
Ann Miks in the ILBA office. We hope you will take Conference 
as your opportunity to learn, to find out about new products, to 
catch up with old friends, and to get acquainted with some new 
ones. 

Message from the ILBA President
Log Grading, Research, Conference are Big Issues for 
2008-09
By Ron Brodigan

2007 was again a year for fiscal prudence. The strong Canadian 
dollar has had an effect on our operating costs as most of our 
expenses are in Canadian dollars and a good part of revenue is 
in US dollars. With a downturn in housing, and our members 
feeling the crunch, we have seen a drop in revenue from 2006.

The main difference was Conference: Abbotsford broke even, 
in marked contrast to a successful and profitable conference 
at Montebello in 2006. We have also seen some drop in 
membership (in 2006 – 451; in 2007 – 426). 

That said, we have been able to slowly build our cash and 
asset reserve to the point where we have a year’s worth of office 
operating capital on hand. This is a goal the Board set itself at the 
end of 2005.

Thoughtful prudence will continue to be the style of this Board 
of Directors. I am pleased to turn over my duties as treasurer to 
Kevin Maynard. Thank you for the opportunity to serve the log 
building family. 

Treasurer’s Report for 2007
By John Boys

ILBA Financial Report
Income	 2007	 2006	
AGM	 108,944.42	 139,538.31
Books/Manuals	 6,649.12	 4,715.99
Log	Building	News	Ads	 12,676.00	 8,674.80
Shipping/Handling	 996.00	 909.24
Log	Helper	Program	 1,133.00	 	
Dues	 97,943.00	 117,641.00
Sponsorship	 11,353.00	 27,766.00
Gain	on	sale	of	Assets	 2,772.00	 0.00
Interest	&	Foreign	Exch.	 -11,463.00	 -5,845.00
Other	Income	 1,039.46	 1,327.66
Total	 $232,043.00	 294,728.00
	 	 	
Expenses	 	 	
AGM	 114,527.11	 117421.13
Direct	Costs	 17,717.89	 12,826.87
Wages	 47,427.00	 46,892.00
Bank	Charges	 5,074.00	 5,272.00
Rent	 6,265.00	 5,708.00
Professional	Fees	 6,038.00	 9,497.00
Telephone	&	Internet	 6,016.00	 5,348.00
Mailing/Freight	 4,653.00	 5,442.00
Member	Services	 4,406.00	 3,614.00
Insurance	 3,914.00	 3,869.00
Office	 5,687.00	 5,541.00
Amortization	 2,220.00	 3,047.00
Meetings	 1,253.00	 947.00
Bad	Debts	 2,227.00	 23.00
Total	 $227,425.00	 $225,448.00
	 	 	
Income	less	Expenses:	 $4,618.00	 $69,280.00
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On April 13th, 2006, Ole-Karl Prøis died in his home in Norway. 
An active life was over, and an extraordinary log builder had been 
brought to silence.

To readers of Log Building News, and for the participants in 
1993 International Conference at Yellowstone National Park, 
he will be known as the Norwegian expert in traditional log 
construction techniques. Ole-Karl was a colourful man with huge 
knowledge of ancient tools from the “Old World.” He often 
appeared in traditional carpenter’s clothing to demonstrate 
medieval Norwegian log building with a broad axe Typically 
there was a bevy of young builders gathered around him soaking 
up every bit of wisdom he offered.

When he was thirteen years old he began working together 
with his father during the winter, transporting timber with his 
own horse and sledge, down very steep hills near Drammen. 
Logging in old tradition and modern carpentry was learnt from 

his uncles during and shortly 
after World War II. Quality 
demands were passed on 
from the old craftsmen, often 
taught with critical remarks 
and humour. Most of all he 
had a strong will.

After a long life building 
houses, it was the growing 
interest in the society for old 
carpentry that brought him 
in contact with the museum 
in Drammen, the Norwegian 
Folk Museum in Oslo 
(Bygdøy) and the Directorate 
for Cultural Heritage from the 

1980 on. They soon found out that his knowledge and character 
as a human and cultural worker, was extraordinary. As a log 
builder he was thorough, quality-minded, and knowledgeable 
– as a teacher he had great influence.

His special interest in auctions is how he bought and sold huge 
amounts of ancient tools like broad axes, knives, planers and 
other special logging equipment to be repaired and brought 
further to carpenters from the new generation. His collection 
of ancient glass objects and tools are some of his greater 
achievements in conserving Norwegian traditions.

We could mention his many logging schools and building 
projects, but two projects stand out in importance in contribution 
to modern knowledge about old techniques: Sagastua (The Saga 
Building) and Audunarstova (The House of Audun)

The Saga Building was put up in the Norwegian Folk Museum 
between 1993/94 as a copy of Kjellebergstua from 1600, the 
original building stands about 50 meters from Ole-Karl’s copy. 
This makes it possible to use a building in a different way. A video 

of the building process is for sale by the museum. See also this 
webpage (unfortunately in Norwegian only):  
http://leontjev.uio.no:8080/lenya/Sagastua/live/index.html

The Building of Audun was put up in Holar on the northern 
part of Iceland from 1997 to 2001. You can read more, and see 
videos here: 
http://www.maihaugen.no/templates/Page.aspx?id=6482 
http://home.hib.no/mediesenter/haandverk/audunarstova/
default.htm

Both these buildings, the compilation of expertise and 
documentations of the building techniques, could not have been 
done properly without Ole-Karl’s knowledge and efforts.

Håkon Christie, architect and scientist, and an authority on 
Stave Churches, says that Ole-Karl Prøis was the binding link 
between ancient craftsmen and the younger generation, but also 
towards architects, restoration 
specialists, and academics. 

Arne Berg, architect and 
scientist, now ninety-one years 
old and still working, the author 
of the important book called 
Norwegian Logbuildings from 
the Middle Ages, says about 
Ole-Karl that he had exclusive position among craftsmen, with 
great knowledge and sense for the art of logging. 

Arne Berg tells me that Ole-Karl was very sceptical to the use 
of chainsaw, and would not use it when working with traditional 
tools. This helped keep him on speaking terms with architects!

Ole-Karl was a talented speaker and expressed himself easily, 
not hesitating to expose things about himself. He often showed a 
humorous attitude and found himself telling many a good story. 
In his teaching, he was informative and demanding, but always 
with an exquisite sense of delivering points that were humorous 
and enchanting. 

Peace to Ole-Karl’s memory. 

Ole-Karl Prøis – Carpenter and Cultural Worker, 1928–2006
By Jon Rustand (Ole-Karl’s nephew)

above 
Ole-Karl Prøis

upper right 
Ole Karl as a young boy in 
Norway.

lower right 
Ole-Karl dressed as traditional  
Norwegian log builder.
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Board Members Present
Ed Shure, Pat Clark, John Boys,  
Kevin Maynard, Earl Laverty, Dave Rogers, 
Ron Brodigan

Absent Directors
Rick Hall

Call to Order
4:30 pm by President Ed Shure with a 
welcome and introduction of the  
ILBA Board and new members: Kevin 
Maynard, Earl Laverty, Dave Rogers, and 
Board Volunteer Dan Wait.

Reading of Minutes
A motion was made to accept minutes 
of the 2007 AGM at Abbottsford, BC, 
minutes having been posted on the ILBA 
website. 

Verification of Quorum
Attendance of a sufficient number of ILBA 
members to constitute a quorum was 
verified by a count.

Report of Officers
Treasurer’s Report by John Boys
There was a trend toward lower company 
membership numbers, with some 
switching to individual memberships –  
adding up to a slightly lower total 
membership. Also, there is a drop in 
attendance at the 2008 meeting, probably 
due to a sagging US economy. 

However, response to the 2008 auction 
was good.

No changes in expense structures are 
seen at this time. There have been several 
requests for help with funding, but the 
association will maintain a conservative 
attitude on this. We need to leverage 
government money for research. For 
instance, there are code changes in 
process and in the offing and much work 
needs to be done on this.

Mira Jean Steinbrecher continues 
oversight on association finances, backed 
up by help from Martin Slager. There was 
discussion about an appropriate computer 
program for ILBA books: Quickbooks or 
MYOB?

Treasurer’s report was approved 
unanimously by the membership.

Reports of Committees
None

Old Business
Developments in log grading were 
discussed. Timber Framers Guild was 
approached about combined grading 
programs, but nothing has so far come of 
it. Membership discussed the Log Homes 
Council on grading issues. John Boys men-
tioned that we’re all doing grading, but a 
kind that is not necessarily quantifiable to 
the satisfaction of an engineer.

Testing of log panels was talked over. 
Such testing has produced some data, 
but there was often not a significant 
sample size. Association will probably not 
be donating money for testing, but will 
encourage others to donate. There is a 
need to offer good wood for testing – no 
questionable wood.

New Business
Location for the 2009 conference 

and AGM was talked about by the 
membership. Some mentioned the 
importance of a convenient location for 
the greatest number of people – especially 
one easy to fly to. Others were in favor of a 
warmer place if early April was to continue 
as the time of the conference. Also 
brought up were family involvement and 
sharing conferences and/or rendezvous 
with the Timber Framers Guild. The ILBA 
board met separately with Joel McCarty of 
the TFG on this issue. There is a possibility 
of a cooperative rendezvous in 2009 or 
2010 with workshops together on log 
grading, for example. Dai Ona suggested 
articles in log home magazines or other 
media to let people know what is going on 
in the Association.

Adjournment
At 5:30 a motion was made and approved 
to adjourn the 2008 Annual General 
Meeting. 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the International Log Builders’ Association
5 April 2008, Whitefish, Montana
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LOG BUILDING TOOLS – STARRETT & 
MACKIE scribers; heavy duty drawknives up 
to 30"; peeling spuds; chopping & finishing 
axes; broadaxes; adzes; GRANSFORS axes; 
ENGLISH slicks; ROBERT SORBY, HENRY TAYLOR, 
FOOTPRINT & PHEIL chisels and gouges; 
JAPANESE slicks, chisels, saws, ink lines & flex 
squares; hand-forged Flarens, shovel gouges, 
flat & scarf slicks, drawknives & draw-gouges; 
BARR Specialty Tools; peavies; cant hooks; lifting 
tongs; log dogs & cleats; log horses; water 
stones; Diamond whetstones; NORTHWEST 
calipers, tenon cutters & long auger bits; ship 
augers; chainsaw mills & attachments; MAKITA 
& MAFELL planers, saws & chain mortisers; 
MACKIE log building books & videos. FREE 32-
page catalogue. 
MAGARD VENTURES LTD, 8365 Domagala Road, 
Prince George, BC, Canada V2K 5R1
Tel: 250-962-9057 Fax: 250-962-9157 
Attn: Maurice Gardy
magardlogtools@telus.net

For Sale Drafting Service Specializing in Log 
buildings. Over 200 sets of building drawings.
Call 250-212-3212

Logworks Helper
Pricing program specially written for fast and 
accurate takeoffs and quotes of log home 
shells. You can customize it for the pricing 
methods and preferences you currently use. 
Note: you must own a copy of Microsoft 
Excel® to run Logworks Helper. Developed by 
Dai Ona with help from John Boys. Contact 
Ann at the ILBA offices for sales and enquiries. 
CDN $500.

1999 Heartwood Band Sawmill Model 310 
Electric  Never been used; 6" Double-Cut 
(cutting travel speed up to 3 feet per second 
forward or reverse). Will require 600 Volt 3 
Phase Power or motor exchange. The only 
noticeable noise this mill makes is the actual 
blade cutting through wood. Eighty-eight feet 
of track; operator travels with mill head along 
track. Numerous track-mounted hydraulic 
log handing systems and full programmable 
computer controlled set works. (We purchased 
2 and only set one up for use.) Purchased in 
1999, replacement value of this unit today is 
over $130,000 Canadian. Asking $65,000.00 
Canadian, will require some site preparation and 
assembly. To compare this to any of the small 
bandsaws is like comparing a hi-way tractor/ 
trailer to a go-cart, this is a serious production 
mill. We often can go three weeks between 
bandsaw blade sharpenings! Please arrange 
for an appointment to see the twin unit in 
operation. Link to this model at Heartwood Saw: 
http://www.heartwoodsaw.com/Model_310.html
Email to info@moosemountain.com or phone 
toll free 1-877-932-3992 Lloyd Beckedorf, 
Moose Mountain Log Homes Inc.

1979 Bantam S688 20 ton Rough Terrain 
Crane Very good working condition. Builders 
that know Bantam Cranes will tell you about 
their ease and simplicity to operate, maintain 
and repair compared with Grove, Linkbelt, P&H 
etc. as well as availability and lower cost to parts. 
Very strong, quick and fuel efficient. 60 feet of 
hydraulic boom or 80 feet with jib. Priced very 
low at $22,500.00 US. Located in western Illinois 
USA. Phone toll free: 1-877-932-3992 or email 
to: info@moosemountain.com 

Great yard crane: 78 Koehring Conventional 
Truck Crane, 35 ton, 110 ft boom. Asking 
45,000 Contact: Brian Campbell 250-955-2485

Japanese woodworking tools for sale:
Chalk lines, squares, saws – in stock. Power tools 
and others by special order. Check out the 
“Tools” page on our web site:  
www.customloghomesltd.com
Contact Sledge@telus.net or phone Sledge at 
Custom Log Homes Ltd. 250-832-3690

LIQUIDATION SALE 
***CHAINSAW MITER MILL $400.00 CDN*** 
Toll free: 866-202-2345 Fax: (905) 690-0476 
E-mail: admin@accutechinnovations.com
www.accutechinnovations.com
All Miter Mills must go! 

1978 Koehring Conventional Truck Crane  
This is a great yard crane. 35 Ton, 110 ft boom. 
Diesel engine. Runs well. WCB Certified. Located 
in the interior of BC. Asking: $22,000.00
Call toll free for more information: 877-955-2485
or email logcraft@lakecable.ca

Want to Buy  ILBA Member looking for Rough 
Terrain Crane 20-22 ton, 70' to 80' boom with 
20' jib $30,000 to $45,000 depending on 
condition. Contact Jeff.  
jeff@sclogworks.com or 406-261-1231

h e l p  w a n T e d

Experienced full-scribe log builder wanted for 
year round, full-time work. Big White Pine logs. 
Good working conditions, minimal travel, good 
pay and benefits. Rural and beautiful Northern 
Vermont near Connecticut River and White 
Mountains of New Hampshire. 3 hours from 
Boston, Montreal and coast of Maine. Outdoors 
oriented person with good woodworking and 
math skills. To apply send or email resume and 
references. The Wooden House Co., Ltd.,  
3714 North Rd., S. Ryegate, Vermont to 
Newbury, Vermont 05051 Phone: 802-429-
2490 email: john@woodenhousecompany.com

Log Builders and Timber Framers Wanted  
We need 4 to 5 log home builders and/or timber 
framers at our plant in Chilliwack, BC. We will be 
busy for the whole next year. Please contact us 
via email at cancedar@shaw.ca or phone  
604-836-8315 and ask for Gerhard.

Log Crafters Wanted Mid-level (3-5 years 
experience) to entry level (students from a 
course) needed. While dual US & Canadian 
citizenship or Class 1 truck driver’s license 
would be a benefit, it is not necessary. Another 
option, we will offer to subsidize training costs 
of non-experienced dual citizens in our next log 
building course. Applicants must have Canadian 
citizenship or Landed Immigrant status. With 
Moose Mountain you will be involved in 
patented and warranted air and weather tight 
fully scribed joinery, exciting projects and the 
possibility of travel with a company that is  
almost 30 years in business. Earnings dependent 
on skill and experience please call to discuss.  
Call us toll free at 1-877-932-3992 or email  
info@moosemountain.com.
 Did you know Environment Canada has 
determined Alberta enjoys Canada’s overall 
nicest climate and we are situated in the most 
moderate area of Alberta all with the Rocky 
Mountains at our doorstep. Alberta has one of 
the lowest costs of living plus the very lowest 
tax, where do you want to have your future?
To see the caliber of projects Moose Mountain 
builds, visit our photo gallery at: www.
moosemountain.com

Handcrafted Log Home Builder Wanted: Full 
Time position available immediately, experienced 
applicants only please. Wage negotiable, 
depending on experience. Please send resume 
with references to: Whitevalley Log Homes Ltd., 
Cherryville, BC Attn: Eric Ph/Fax: (250) 547-6666 
info@whitevalleyloghomes.com

f o r  s a l e f o r  s a l e e q u I p m e n T  w a n T e d

Mackie House for Sale
Built by Allan Mackie, and owned by 
him, Ardea is situated on a 200 acre 
site. This is a beautiful place next to 
provincial parkland, and on a private lake 
that would make a fantastic school or 
conference site. Contact Allan directly in 
Toronto at 416-538-4758, 
416-536-5589, or at Shanty Lake 705-
746-0129.
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PA DRAFTING & DESIGN 

e-mail:  PADnD@alltel.net

WAYNE BRUNNER  

RIDGWAY, PA. 15853 

Tel :      814-772-9184 

   Custom Log Home Designs 
        Will travel to your job site
             22 years of experience 

support the advertisers who support log Building news. It’s a win-win situation!

logworks 
helper 

A pricing program specially written 
for fast and accurate takeoffs and 
quotes of log home shells. 
•  Developed by Dai Ona with help from  

John Boys. 

•  You can customize Logworks Helper for 

the pricing methods and preferences you 

currently use. note: you must own a copy of 

Microsoft Excel® to run Logworks Helper. 

•  Contact Ann at the ILBA office for sales and 

enquiries. 

Only CDN $500.
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The Log Connection is currently seeking 
three to four highly motivated, enthusiastic 
individuals to become part of our design 
team. Two positions are available for drafters 
with a minimum of two years architectural 
CADD drafting. Two positions are available for 
accomplished drafters/designers with ability to 
complete highly detailed log home construction 
drawings within a specified time period is a 
definite asset. Duties will include the creation 
of working drawings for custom log homes 
based on preliminary designs, production 
design and detailing, shop drawings as well as 
modifications to existing designs. Scope of work 
may range from medium sized residential to 
large commercial projects. Preferred experience 
would include log home design/drafting. 
Provide resume and samples of past CADD 
work, attention to: Mr. Dave Sutton, The Log 
Connection, 129 Nanaimo Ave. West, Penticton, 
BC Canada V2A 1N2

Handcrafted Log & Timber Frame Builders 
Edgewood Log Structures, a successful 
Handcraft and Timber Frame company in Coeur 
d’Alene, is looking for both experienced and 
apprentice log and timber crafters. Wages are 
DOE. Full time positions available immediately.
Please send resumé to Edgewood Log Structures, 
P.O. Box 1030, Coeur d’Alene, ID 83816 or  
call (208) 683-3332

Experienced Log Builder Wanted for 
permanent full time position. Send resumes  
with references to danielalbert@coyoteloghomes.
ca or fax 613-756-6186. See our work at  
www.coyoteloghomes.ca

Legendary Logcrafters Limited is a hand-
crafted log home producer in Collingwood 
Ontario. Due to a consistent annual growth, 
our company is adding multiple positions 
from apprenticeships to experienced log home 
builders. Legendary offers highly competitive 
wages and a very structured work environment. 
Please email resume to  
Legendary@legendarylog.com or fax 
705-444-6675 or call 705-444-0400

Log Craftsmen Needed for Scott Hay 
Handcrafted Log Homes Inc. located near 
Flesherton ON. I am looking for an experienced 
Log Home Builder with a minimum of 2 years 
experience. I am a small company with about  
3 full time workers and we build 4 to 6 log shells
a year. Wages are based on your commitment, 
ability, and productivity. Contact Scott Hay at 
519-924-2797 fax 519-924-3797
scotthay@cablerocket.com

Pristine Log & Timber Ltd., a hand crafted log 
and timberframe construction company located 
in Lumby, BC is looking for log and timberframe 
builders, experience/abilities in both crafts 
preferred. Please send resume along with wage 
expectations to: Pristine Log & Timber Ltd.,  
PO Box 160, 1837 Shuswap Ave., Lumby, BC 
V0E 2G0. Fax: (250) 547-2400, Email:  
info@pristinelogandtimber.com.

Experienced handcrafted log builder wanted 
for work in “Australia.” Excellent opportunity 
available for an experienced Log Crafter, willing 
to work in Australia for a min of 2 years. The 
position is to assist in the production of our Log 
yard as a leading hand/foreman, applicant must 
have min 4 years experience in the production 
of Full scribed and Chinked Log Homes, be 
able to work unsupervised and have the ability 
to supervise and train up to three apprentices. 
Applications can be sent via e-mail to  
info@greatbearloghomes.com.au
or phone 61-3-57-791-527 

Log/Timber Craftsman  Small custom log 
and timber building company in Carbondale, 
Colorado (30 minutes from Aspen) dedicated 
to high quality craftsmanship, is looking for 
experienced log/timber craftsman. Must be 
willing to learn more and able to work closely 
with small crew. Beautiful mountain location 
with all the outdoor recreation choices.  
Please send email inquiry to  
marianne@ackermanlogandtimber.com

Log Builder Wanted Log Home Builder career 
opportunity available with a progressive, quality 
oriented, full service log home company. 
Edmonton area, permanent full time, year round. 
1-2 years experience, must have own tools and 
transportation, wages are $18.00-$30.00/hr on 
piece work. Fax resume to (780) 460-2584.

Company in Sweden looking for Two 
Log Builders  Grizzly Constructions is looking 
for 2 log builders. Our company works with full 
scribe and saddle/notch technique. Experienced 
log builder preferred but not required. Start 
as soon as possible. We will find you a place 
to live. Tools/ equipment not required. Wages 
negotiable. Working timeframe: between 4 and 
6-month minimum.
Grizzly Constructions
Svansåsen 1
68060 Sysslebäck, Sweden
Email: info@grizzlylodges.com
Phone: 0046-761334180

Outside Sales  Full time position with growing 
wood door and window manufacturer in Maple 
Ridge. Responsibilities: Providing the highest 
level of sales and customer service to existing 
clients, nurturing new business opportunities, 
handling phone and web-based inquiries, 
providing quotations, follow-up, researching and 
investigating target areas, processing orders and 
working with production to profitably grow the 
business. Some travel, attending tradeshows, 
working with clients after hours or on weekends 
and working out of the office is required. Key 
Competencies: Previous sales experience in the 
door and window industry an asset. Must be self-
motivated, high energy, have a positive attitude, 
be team oriented and possess strong selling skills, 
as well as oral and written communication skills. 
Must have knowledge of Word, Excel, Outlook, 
and CRM. Willing to train the right person.
Email resume: jobs@legacywindow.ca
Fax: 604.462.9606

Wanted: Log Builders/Timber Framers 
Minimum 5 years experience in high-end 
handcrafting; Salary DOE. Please contact 
timberwize@earthlink.net or phone 970-988-6561

Mile High Log Homes is looking for an 
experienced handcrafted log builder ASAP. 
Wages based on skills and productivity. Tired 
of the cold? Come and enjoy working on mild 
Vancouver Island. Short term commitment OK.
Contact Darcy Benjamin at 250-218-0929 or 
email milehighloghomes@telus.net

Log Home Builder Needed: Require a full time 
log home builder. Experience in both scribe 
and post & beam construction preferred but 
not necessary. Must be a teamplayer. Wage is 
commensurate with experience. Our company’s 
clients are mainly overseas, Japan and Europe.  
We have worked with these clients for over  
15 years. They expect a high degree of quality 
which is what we expect from our craftsmen.  
We are busy all year round (building under a roof 
and out of the main weather!).
Sperlich Log Construction Inc
203 Brickyard Rd., Enderby, BC
Tel 250 838 7455  Fax 250 838 7436
Email: sales@canadianloghouse.com
Contact: Peter Sperlich

Top Notch Logworks Inc. of Gypsum, 
Colorado is looking for motivated and fun 
individuals for log and timber construction in 
the Vail/Aspen areas of Colorado. We are a great 
place to work and want people who can think 
on their feet. We don’t micro-manage, and want 
you to take the lead. Salary based on experience. 
We really would like to find an experience lead 
who can read plans and manage jobs but less 
experienced people are okay also. Check us out 
on the web or call Paul @ 970-989-0689 cell.

Full time positions open immediately for 
experienced log home builders:
Whitevalley Log Homes Ltd.
Ph/Fax:(250)547-6666
info@whitevalleyloghomes.com
www.whitevalleyloghomes.com

a n n o u n C e m e n T s

Free Trees! The Assistant Chief of the city of 
Detroit (State of Michigan) Steven K. Leggat 
is looking for an individual or company who 
would be interested in taking (for free) about 
80,000 trees (and about another 150,000 trees 
in the next few years) within the city of Detroit. 
The city has maps of the location of the trees. 
Interested parties can contact him and he will 
connect the parties to the appropriate city office. 
The contact information is: Steven K. Leggat, 
Assistant Chief, City of Detroit, Building & 
Safety Engineering Housing Inspection Division, 
Coleman A. Young Municipal Center,  
2 Woodward Avenue, Suite 412, Detroit, 
Michigan 48226
Phone: 313-224-3155. Fax: 313-224-2745, 
leggats@bsed.ci.detroit.mi.us, www.ci.detroit.mi.us

h e l p  w a n T e d h e l p  w a n T e d h e l p  w a n T e d
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R.C.M. CAD Design & Drafting Ltd.

Exclusively designing log homes 
& Post and Beam since 1994

Bus: (604) 850-6723   Fax: (604) 850-6734
E-mail: rcmcaddesign@shawbiz.ca

Web Page: www.loghomedesign.ca

“Check out our Web page to learn about us & our product”

support the advertisers who support log Building news. It’s a win-win situation!

Summer Beam Books

w
w

w.sum
m

erbeam
books.com

specializing in timber framing 
and related topics

2299 Rte 488
Clifton Springs, NY 14432

toll free 877-272-1987
315-462-3444

Charlotte Cooper, owner

Learn about timber framing

 Experience the joy of building 
 community through craft

Timber Framers Guild

 education • inspiration 

 888-453-0879
 www.TFGUILD.ORG

contact mel@waysideprinters.com
tel 250.372.3373

toll free in BC 1.800.663.6432

Proud to serve the ILBA

THE PAT WOLFE LOG BUILDING SCHOOL
• 30+ years experience teaching 1000s of students
• Choose from 1, 4, or 10-week courses
• Hands-on learning
• Courses in spring & fall
• Also available: Pat Wolfe Log Scriber-$70

Celebrating 33 Years
Brian Morrison   Tel: 613-256-0631

99 Euphemia Street, Almonte, Ontario, Canada K0A 1A0
Email: bmorrison001@sympatico.ca • www.logbuildingschool.net
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New Timber Truss Book available from 
The Guild The Timber Framers Guild has just 
published one of its finest books and another 
invaluable reference for timber framers, 
designers, preservationists, architects and 
engineers. Historic American Roof Trusses (2006) 
is a compilation of six articles which originally 
appeared in the TFG’s quarterly journal, Timber 
Framing, plus new material. Primary author Jan 
Lewandoski covers the principles of building 
various trusses, including scissor trusses, kingpost 
and queenpost trusses, and compound and 
raised bottom chord trusses, using historic 
examples. Ed Levin provides structural analyses 
for each type, and Jack Sobon provides detailed 
drawings. New material includes an introduction 
to trusses by noted timber engineer Dave 
Fischetti, a treatise on the evolution of trusses by 
Jan Lewandoski, and a comprehensive glossary 
and bibliography. The original research for this 
book was partially funded by a grant from the 
National Park Service and the National Center for 
Preservation Technology and Training.
Price: $30 US, plus postage and handling. 
92 pages, 9"x12", color, Smythe sewn binding, 
ISBN # 0-9706643-4-6
Available from the Timber Framers Guild at 
www.tfguild.org, or TFG, PO Box 60, Becket, MA 
(USA) 413-623-9926

Brian Lloyd Construction Consulting
• Industry Consulting
• Building Inspection
• Expert Witness
• Conflict Resolution
Vernon, BC. Tel/Fax 250-549-3545 
email bg_Lloyd@hotmail.com

FREE Log Selection Calculator Go to  
www.LogBuilding.org and then click on “Free 
Information.” From that page choose the log 
selection calculator and download it to your 
computer. Requires Excel software to open and 
use this file. It gives you T-1, T-2, B-1 and B-2 for 
any set of logs.

New ownership, new instructor, new outlook 
The Pat Wolfe Log Building School has recently 
transferred ownership. Pat Wolfe’s former 
assistant instructor, Brian Morrison, is now 
instructing 1-, 4- and 10-week courses in both 
the spring and fall. Maintaining the school’s 
traditional methods of log home construction, 
Brian Morrison brings a new approach to the 
quality of homes created and the professional 
education delivered. Find out more about Brian 
and the Pat Wolfe Log Building School online at 
www.logbuildingschool.net.

EAR.LOG – EAR PROTECTION
It was great meeting all of you at the ILBA 
Conference! Thank you to all who lent me 
their ear to preserve and protect your hearing! 
Wearing dBBlockers offers the Smartest Hearing 
Protection in the World – the only ISO accredited 
Lab in North America. Please email for more info: 
Anne Erhardt with Custom Protect Ear  
aerhardt@protectear.com or www.protectear.com

Ed Shure and Architect Paul Froncek have 
teamed up to provide you and your clients with 
beautiful designs that begin with a structural 
sensibility. Our 23-year professional relationship 
enables us to provide site specific design, as 
well as coordination with timber craftsmen, 
contractors, engineers & building officials to 
insure a seamless (and mostly painless) process. 
We have the experience to create log & timber 
designs that you will love to build. 
Full 3D drawing capability, including:
– walk through presentations
– permit & construction drawings
– shop drawings for hand or machine cutting
– steel & hardware design
– structural analysis 
For more info contact:
Ed Shure at Timmerhus Inc.
303-449-1336 or ed@timmerhusinc.com

Expert Witness—Robert W. Chambers is 
available as an expert witness, consultant, or 
inspector for log home disputes or lawsuits. 
Please contact Robert at 612-804-2300 or  
robert@LogBuilding.org

Brea, California: Louis and Company, 
a leading wholesale distributor serving wood-
workers and cabinet manufacturers, announces 
the start up of a new division. The new division 
named “Würth Construction Specialty Supply” 
will distribute Würth branded ASSY Wood Screws 
to the Log Home and Timber Frame markets. 
 Würth ASSY wood screws are premium case 
hardened fasteners with superior bending yield. 
This range of wood fasteners is self drilling with 
sizes ranging from diameters up to 12mm 
(½ inch equivalent) and lengths up to 1 
meter (39 inches equivalent). The ASSY wood 
screw’s superior patented asymmetrical thread 
and improved head styles, provides superior 
compression and reduction of required torque 
when inserting. The larger sizes open up 
new alternatives of joinery for the design and 
engineering process of timber framing and log 
home design.
 Würth Construction Specialty Supply is 
working with the department of wood science 
at the University of British Columbia for a project 
on self drilling fully threaded wood screws (ASSY 
VG). Within this project, the University of British 
Columbia will make the self drilling screw, which 
is commonly used in European timber structures 
as connectors and reinforcement, applicable for 
North American timber engineering.
 

TRAVELING TIMBERWRIGHT  Professional 
Finish Carpenter for Scribe Fit and Post & Beam 
structures. 30 years accomplished tradesman 
in this field. Mobile, with extensive selection of 
tools. Honest and Reliable. Contact:
RALPH CLEGG (604) 740-2404
British Columbia Canada

NEW Cannon® Super Mini®  These chainsaw 
bars are perfect for log home builders and tree 
care professionals. Hand made for superior 
quality; the Cannon SuperMini is a narrow 
profile bar with a replaceable sprocket nose that 
is only 1.75" in diameter. The slender tip has an 
extended body for reduced kickback and longer 
bar life. Available in lengths from 16"-20", with 
3/8" or .325" pitch, the Cannon SuperMini is a 
highly maneuverable bar that is ideal for a variety 
of applications. For smoother cutting, try a 
Cannon SuperMini – “The Best Bar – Bar None!”
CANNON BAR WORKS LTD., Langley, BC, 
Canada  Toll free: 1-888-604-9990  
www.cannonbar.com

e v e n T s  &  T r a I n I n g

2008
Robert W. Chambers teaches log home 
construction  Two, 2-week-long courses 
starting November 4th. Hands-on instruction in 
cooperation with Aoraki Polytech, New Zealand.
Details available at www.LogBuilding.org

a n n o u n C e m e n T s a n n o u n C e m e n T s a n n o u n C e m e n T s
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A Boys Big Book of Jigs
A Log Builder’s Reference to Jigs, Tools and Techniques
An informative book on jigs and work methods specific to our trade.  
Sections include:
 – Scribing and Layout – Stairs and Railings
 – Cutting and Drilling – Stairs and Railings
 – Holding – Mills and Machines
 – Lifting – Work Methods
 – Accessing Heights – Resources
 – Cool Tools – New Stuff
• Available to ILBA members only

• Convenient binder format allows additional information to be inserted into appropriate sections, such as the 
TechTalk information at the centre of this LBN. This will allow for unlimited expansion, creating a personalized 
work handbook.

• Send in your TechTalk ideas for future LBNs as other members have done for you.

• Price $95.00 CAN plus shipping

To order, contact the ILBA office at 1-800-532-2900 or 250-547-8776 or email info@logassociation.org

Jig Book
- - - 

on sale
now
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How to Get Log Building News
Log Building News is mailed to all ILBA 
members. Articles, photos and letters are 
welcomed. The deadline for LBN 67 is July 
15, 2008.

If you submit articles in Microsoft Word® 
on CD or by email, send them directly to 
the ILBA office.

Back issues of Log Building News are 
available from the Association office.  
Call 800-532-2900 to order.

Copyright Notice
Log Building News is copyrighted in Canada 
and the United States. Express written 
permission is required from the ILBA and, 
in some cases, from the author, before 
any article or photo can be photocopied, 
distributed or republished. Contact the 
ILBA office for details.

Disclaimer
The views and information expressed in  
articles and ads appearing in Log Building 
News are those of the authors of those 
articles and ads. The International Log 
Builders’ Association assumes no responsi-
bility for the accuracy of the information 
contained herein and does not edit or 
investigate any article or ad for that 
purpose.

Log Building Standards
The ILBA Log Building Standards, the 
“building code for handcrafted, scribe-fit 
& chinked log homes” are available online 
at the ILBA Web site, www.logassociation.
org and can be downloaded to your 
computer at no charge as an Adobe 
Acrobat PDF file.

Advertising
Log Building News welcomes advertisers. 
Please contact the ILBA office for deadlines.

Ad Sizes (in inches):
• Half page horizontal 7.5 x 4.625
• Half page vertical 3.625 x 9.75
• Quarter page 3.625 x 4.625
• Business card 3.625 x 2.25

Advertisers can send completed ads as:
•  PDF: Press optimized (high resolution) 

with fonts embedded
•  QuarkXpress® or InDesign® (CS2 or lower): 

include all fonts and linked graphics; 
Mac preferred, but PC acceptable 

•  Adobe PhotoShop® or Illustrator® EPS (CS2 
or lower): convert all fonts to outlines

•  JPEG: high quality; 300 dpi

For best results, colour in ads should be 
converted to CMYK before saving a PDF. 

NOTE: Microsoft Publisher® files MUST be 
converted to a PDF with fonts embedded.

Any non-digital images should be scanned 
at 300 dpi and saved as JPEGs. Black and 
white line art should be scanned at 600 dpi. 

Submissions can be made by submitting 
a CD or by email. Compressed .sit, .zip or 
.sea files are acceptable.

Editorial copy can be sent as a Microsoft 
Word® document, or saved from any word 
processing program as RTF or text (.txt).

Log Building News is a great way to contact 
the best log home builders. The ILBA is the 
largest group of builders of handcrafted 
log homes in the world — our members 
make well over $250 million of logwork 
each year. Please contact the office at  
1-800-532-2900 for an advertising 
specification sheet and ad rates.

f o r  m o r e  I n f o r m a T I o n

Ann Miks, Administrator
ann@logassociation.org

International Log Builders’ Association
P.O. Box 775
Lumby, British Columbia
Canada V0E 2G0 
800-532-2900 toll-free
250-547-8776 phone
250-547-8775 fax
www.logassociation.org

ILBA Board of Directors
 
President 
Ron Brodigan 
courses@schooloflogbuilding.com

Vice-President 
Pat Clark 
pclark@aboutmontana.net

Clerk/Secretary 
Earl Laverty 
earl@lavertyloghomes.com

Treasurer 
Kevin Maynard 
Kevin@openhearth.us

Directors 
David Rogers 
logdoctor@aol.com

Daniel Wait 
dan@fbiloghomes.com

Past President 
Ed Shure 
ed@timmerhusinc.com

Joining the ILBA
Membership in the International Log Builders’ 
Association is open to any interested person. 
Members get a copy of the ILBA Log Building 
Standards, one year of Log Building News, 
membership certificate, voting privileges, discounted 
conference registration, a listing in the Annual 
Directory, a copy of the Association Constitution 
and Bylaws, use of computerized help wanted and 
work wanted ads, and all ILBA mailings and notices. 
Company memberships have additional benefits. 
The ILBA accepts Visa or MasterCard. For more 
information on dues and member benefits, please 
call the ILBA office at 800-532-2900.

       I n  o u r  n e x T  I s s u e

Coming up in Log Building News 67 — 
 • Log Home Infrared Thermography

 • Modern Log Villages

 • Makita Groove Cutter

 • Pat Wolfe Retires

 • Dovetails

 •  More Tech Talk (contribute your ideas and photos today)

SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES TODAY – WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
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