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Demographics
and the Market
for Log Buildings
By Vic Janzen

In the chart provided in this article, you will see the
age-cohorts that make up our population. It is tempt-
ing to look at each of these cohorts and try to deter-
mine what they mean to the current and future mar-
ketplace, but in this article I want to zero in on one
main one, the Baby Boom. 

The demographic cohort of the baby boom is only
one market, but in Canada Baby Boomers are about
10 million people, or a good third of the population.
In the United States there are 100 million Boomers.

Why did the baby boom happen? Canadians and
Americans could afford large families in the robust
economy after World War II. In the US, around 90%
of women who could have children had them. A sec-
ond reason for the North American Boom was that
many people immigrated here in the 1950’s.

Why did the boom end? Towards the end of the
1960’s an increasing number of women were entering
the workforce. The birth-control pill made this easier
to achieve. 

The Boomers have two sub-groups. The older
boomers (currently 50 to 60 years old) are exploiting
their early start. The younger boomers, or “Gen X’ers”
will have to wait a decade to be as important in the
marketplace. They will likely have different expecta-
tions than Boomers and likely will be a different hous-
ing market.

The “Depression Babies” were those born during
the low fertility times of the Great Depression. They
were too young to serve in WWII and were well posi-
tioned for entering the workforce in the postwar times
of the 1950s.They had a choice of jobs and promo-
tions came fast to them. They filled houses with their
Baby Boom children, needed only one salary in the
household, and of course sent real estate prices into
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Cathedral of the Transfiguration, a magnificent
hand-crafted log building with 22 domes built in
1714. Read more about the restoration of Russia’s
Kizhi Pogost on page 14. PHOTO R.W. CHAMBERS
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the stratosphere in the 1980s. This group is now cashing in their assets to pay their
retirement expenses. 

Moving on to the “Wartime Babies,” is where I find myself as I am approaching my
63rd birthday. WWII kick-started the economy in the US and Canada. These babies
haven’t had nearly as much competition from within their age-cohort group, as those
born in the Boom decade following the War, so they have done extremely well. 

The “GenXers” (young Boomers, now aged 40 to 50) are part of a large cohort that
have found the rungs of the ladder they are climbing clogged with older Boomers.
Today we are starting to see those rungs emptied with early retirement and so this
subgroup is starting to come into its own. For example, my daughter- in-law just last
week finished her Masters in Education and got her teaching certificate and has a pret-
ty good opportunity in teaching.

The “Baby Bust” is a smaller cohort owing to birth control and more women enter-
ing the workforce, but they’ve done pretty well so far. They have had many part-time
job opportunities while still living at home, for example. They have been spending
much of their money in the non-housing market of computer stuff, fashions and such.

The “Baby Boom Echo” is made up of the children of the Boomers. They are a small
boom of their own, but they did not double the population the way their parents (the
Boomers) did. 

The “Millennium Babies” are a small cohort and will therefore likely be another
favoured and prosperous generation. They won’t provide many jobs to teachers and
day-care workers (since there are so few of them) but this is a group that I would
watch if I were 10 years younger.

Our chief customers in the log building and timber-framing industries have been
the older Boomers. Though there is some hope that the GenXers (now about 40 to 50
years old) will come into their own as well. In Canada, only about 25% of Boomers
will choose to live in the country: lake front, ski slopes and other bits of scenery that
lend themselves to log buildings. Log houses in suburbia and in the city never really
took off, even with the groundbreaking Kerry Street house in the Spruceland subdivi-
sion in Prince George. Back in 1975 we all said that Kerry Street made the rest of the
neighbourhood look tawdry, and it was true. But then, we as log builders were biased.
Now, more than thirty years later, we still rarely see log houses in urban and suburban
settings.

Baby Boomers are becoming increasingly urban as they get older. This cohort wants
to live within walking distance of a Starbucks. They are keen on having health care
nearby. Few of the Boomers are choosing an adventure like moving into the far north

Mission Statement
This association is a non-profit 

organization comprised of log crafters and
affiliated members from many countries. 

We are dedicated to the education of 
both our members and the public. 
Our association has a mandate to 

research, develop and share techniques 
relevant to the construction of superior 

handcrafted log buildings.

Population 2006

0.0

1.0

2.0

3.0

4.0

5.0

6.0

5 15 25 35 45 55 65 75 85 95

Age
Po

p
u

la
ti

o
n

 in
 M

ill
io

n
s 

3.3

5.0

5.6

4.34.4 4.4

3.6

2.25

0.75

0.007
Millenium 
Babies

WWI

ONE THIRD
of

EVERYTHING

Baby Boom Echo Baby Bust Baby Boom Roaring 
Twenties 

Depression 
Kids

War-
time 
Babies

WAR VETS
& WIVES

…continued page 25



Number 64 LogBuildingNews  3

Green now comes in 72 colours.

E N V I R O  S T A I N ®

1-877-SANSIN-1     www.sansin.com

It’s true that we feature a stunning array of 72 colours. It’s also true that our stains are eco-friendly. But what Sansin Enviro Stains are best 

known for is protecting wood really, really well. For over 20 years, we’ve proven that going green and performance go hand in hand.

Doug Lukian: Builder, Artist, Friend
By Martin Slager

Sadly, I report that on June 1, 2007,
while traveling home from a job site,
Doug Lukian was killed in a single-car
accident not far from his home in Morin
Heights, Quebec. Doug is survived by his
wife Vivian and his children Jessica and
Taylor and will be greatly missed by all
his family, friends and colleagues. 

Doug belonged to the “Kerry Street
Home Fraternity,” having been drawn to the log construction
calling, I think, like most of us, by the allure of something new,
something untried by this generation and something intrinsically
beautiful and joyous. Allan Mackie described his impressions of
the students in his first official course, and I cannot help but
smile: “The class turned out much as he had feared. Drifters
from the city, shaggy in appearance and purpose.” (Certainly
not our Dougie!) 

I first got to know Doug about 12 years ago. Things were
slow in our yard and Doug needed help to finish his projects.
This initial 4-month conscription eventually led to a working
relationship between Doug and my crew that abided for years,
and created for all of us at DeVries log homes, unstoppable
laughter and uncountable stories of the places, people, and

events that intertwined Dougie’s world. I could not help but fall
in love with this unique place in La Belle Province and this
remarkable man. 

I fondly remember leafing through old photo albums in
Doug’s office that chronicled the beginnings of this log-build-
ing-legend in Quebec thirty-five years ago. Later, never one to
avoid new challenges, Doug discovered timber framing, and
subsequently jumped to the dark side where he became an
active member of the TFG and served as a director for a number
of years. 

When I think of Doug the builder, I see an artist with his
palette, but instead of paints was an assortment of woods,
stones, fabrics, and other accessories both new and ancient;
instead of canvasses were his buildings, molded by his determi-
nation, skills and imagination into special places where people
could be comfortable and happy. 

When I think of Doug the man, I see a loving husband, father
and friend. I see a passionate enthusiasm for life and happiness
and doing the job right. I see laughing faces, good wine and
good food. I see cherished memories. Rest in peace, Doug. 

Memorials in Doug’s name can go to: Habitat for Humanity
Canada, Waterloo, Ontario H2L 3S2
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International Log Conference in Latvia
By Egils Artmanis

This summer, Robert Chambers and I
were invited to the 4th International
Conference of Log House and Wooden
Construction House Builders and
Specialists. The event took place in Riga,
Latvia from June 2 to 7, 2007. 

The conference coincided with an
annual crafts and trades fair where hun-
dreds of weavers, carvers, jewelers, knit-
ters, and craftspeople of all the traditional
crafts exhibited and sold their wares. The
main venue was a perfect location for
such an event: the Latvian Open-Air
Museum. 

Most conference sessions were held in
the Hernhutian meeting house, which is a
beautiful old log building with a thatch
roof that kept us cool during the hot sum-
mer days during the conference. The
structure was built in 1785 and moved to
museum in 1940. And our meals were
served in an old log hotel/roadhouse
structure also at the museum.

The conference started with a trip to
the Amatciems subdivision—a place in the
country about an hour from downtown
Riga, where an estimated 150 log build-
ings will be built. It is the first subdivision
that I have seen where only log and tim-
ber buildings are allowed. 

The conference was opened by Guntis
Ultmanis, the President of Latvia (1993 to
1999). This must be the first time in histo-
ry that any country’s President spoke at a
log building conference (photo), which
says a lot about the log building industry
in Latvia. President Ulmanis owns a log
home built by ILBA member Karlis Apinis.

There was a lively debate for architects
on the opening day—were these new log
structures traditional? Should the land-
scape be quite so modified by bulldozers
into steep hills and ponds? Rooflines were
the most eye catching had curves and
shapes. On the following days, a variety of
presenters from different countries cov-
ered topics from the practical to the philo-
sophical that relate to our industry. Some
topics included: Dong (Chinese) carpentry

by Klaus Zwerger (author of Wood and
Wood Joints and Vanishing Tradition), his-
torical research of cordwood buildings by
Jaroslav Sevcuk, sill-log layout by Robert
Chambers, quality problems in the Baltic
log home industry by Karlis Apinis, and
hybrid log and timber buildings by Egils
Artmanis.

Thanks to the main organizers of con-
ference—the Latvian Chamber of Crafts—
for their hard work making this confer-
ence a big success. 

Our Conference headquarters at the Open Air Museum,
built 1785. PHOTO E. ARTMANIS

BELOW Modern log home with thatch roof at Amatciems
development outside Riga.

President of Latvia,
Guntis Ultmanis

addresses the
conference; 

Egils translates. 
PHOTO R.W. CHAMBERS
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Scholarships to
Whitefish Conference
The ILBA Board is proud to announce that two

scholarships will be available to help defray costs

of attending the 2008 Conference in Whitefish,

Montana. Each scholarship carries an award of

$200.

One scholarship is to honor the memory of ILBA

members Jon and Danny Byler, who died in 1999.

The second scholarship honors the memory of

Doug Lukian, who died in 2007 (an article about

Doug is on page 3 of this issue).

More detailed information and application forms

will be available on the ILBA website, or by calling

the office at 1-800-532-2900. 



6 LogBuildingNews August | September | October 2007

O P I N I O N

Burnt Home, Burnt Forests, Burnt Jobs 
By “BC Mary” (Mary Mackie)

Three news stories recently got me by the throat. 
First, the city of Calgary destroyed a small, well-built home.

The news service called it an “elaborate shelter” but it was prob-
ably better described as the handiwork of an honest man, Tim
Cake—a guy with a job and earning a wage, who couldn’t
afford Calgary rents. Tim didn’t seek gifts, grants, or public aid.
He put a roof over his head by building with his own hands a
small abode near an industrial site. It was very well built, the
story said. 

But prosperous Calgary sent work crews and machinery to
tear down Tim’s home, bulldoze it into a heap and burn it. Then
they published his name, as if he’s some sort of wanted criminal.
The story ends with fake concern: “The big mystery now is
where Cake has moved to.” Why do they want to know that, if
they can find him, will the City attack him again? 

Next story: the unnecessary waste of prime house-building
materials in British Columbia under the guise of salvaging dead
pine trees left standing after the pine beetle infestation. Human,
bureaucratic stupidity devised a plan that took no notice of the
healthy spruce and fir trees (they’re destroyed) or the essential
under-growth which could have become a mature forest in 
20 years (also destroyed). 

The beetles haven’t touched the spruce and fir. Large num-
bers of these trees have survived the attack of the bugs, but not
the attack of logging machinery. So, while the log-
ging of beetle-attacked pine trees has increased, live
spruce and fir are also being cut. In fact, for every
two pine trees logged, one or more spruce or fir
trees come down. 

Leave the forest alone, say five environmental
groups. Let the under-forest mature (in 20 years)
rather than clear-cut and re-growth (taking 80 years).

But no, today’s orgy of clear-cut logging means
that this cure destroys the annual equivalent of
46,000 loaded logging trucks which are bulldozed
and burned, just as Tim Cake’s little house was
burned in Calgary. Is this smart? Is this thinking of
the future? Is this being eco-sensitive? Is this human? 

Finally, in a sad/happy human echo of Tim Cake’s
small Calgary home—a small home of 270 square
feet (340 square feet if you count the loft) on the
Toronto waterfront. This is architect Andy
Thompson’s dream home—his contribution to the
growing movement against bigness, with a proto-
type on display in a prime Toronto location and on
his web-site at www.sustain.ca.

So, back to our friend, Tim Cake. He is in the fore-
front of a world-wide trend. There’s a Small House

Society in the U.S. which is championing the value of simple
and sustainable housing. There’s a popular TV show called
“Small Space, Big Style.” There’s a European professor promot-
ing an unbelievable 
76 square foot model house. Tim Cake would fit right in here.
Why didn’t the city of Calgary hire Tim to work on the problems
of homelessness? 

But those three news stories described: a decent working
man’s self-built small house, officially destroyed, the equivalent
of 46,000 houses, officially destroyed, and yet architects far and
wide trying to tell the world that small is good. Are the lunatics
in charge? 

To read the report of Tim Cake’s destroyed home:
http://www.canada.com/vancouversun/news/westcoastnews/sto
ry.html?id=3c5d0a30-9df0-4eab-a471-c94f1556d91d

Read about the B.C. Forest plan which creates an annual loss of
46,000 logging truckloads of building materials:
http://www.canada.com/vancouversun/news/editorial/story.htm
l?id=fe37ca89-3cc0-4bc9-bdcf-ef0d6ea96604 

For story and photos of Architect Thompson’s mini-house:
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/story/RTGAM.200706
22.wxlsmallhouse22/BNStory/lifeHouseHome/home
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Loading Containers
By John Boys

If you are loading a log house into an open-top container for
the first time here are a few tips:
1) Order “hard tops” with removable lids, they tend to be in

better condition, and are faster to uncover and cover than
the rag tops. Some shipping companies have them, but some
do not.

2) Brace the sides of the container before you start loading to
prevent the load from spreading the side walls—you’ll never
get the top on if the side walls bow out.

3) Use 2x on floor and walls to prevent paint (from walls) and
oil (from floor) from rubbing onto your logs.

4) 12 meters (39 feet, 4 inches) is the longest log you can load.
Be careful not to allow logs to protrude into the space the
closed doors will occupy. (I learned that the hard way!) Some
containers are slightly smaller than this.

5) Make sure you have treated logs with a fungicide as the
inside of a hot humid container can be a giant Petri dish for
fungus and mildew to grow on the logs.

6) Make sure you conform to all the import regulations of the
country you are shipping to. It’s up to you to know that
country’s laws for fumigation, moisture content, phytosani-
tary (bugs), whether any bark or cambium is allowed, 
weight restrictions on that country’s roads, log grading, 
security, etc. 

ABOVE Before loading,
install a diagonal
brace on both sides of
container to prevent
bowing. PHOTO JOHN

BOYS

LEFT Loading a
container. PHOTO R.W.
CHAMBERS

Container loaded and covered (left); container not yet covered
(right). PHOTO R.W. CHAMBERS

TechTalk
T I P S  A N D  T O O L S

For more info: 1-866-202-2345 or www.accutechinnovations.com

Cut upto 70º angles.  + or - 1/4º accuracy

Convert any size chainsaw into a 
portable saw mill

Achieve a level of accuracy never
seen with a chainsaw

Transport or store all your chainsaw mills

PRECISION PORTABLE CHAINSAW MILLS
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The Timber Framers Guild will hold their annual Eastern
Conference at Le Château Montebello (Quebec) from October
18-21, 2007, and will offer a log building track to augment
other sessions on design and engineering, natural building,
shop practices and business. Since the ILBA doesn’t have a con-
ference in the East this year, this gives another learning oppor-
tunity to log builders in the region who can’t make it out West.

Local log builders Martin St. Jacques and Martin Slager will
demonstrate the layout and cutting on round hip and valley
systems; elements to be touched on will include “squaring” of
round log ends, raking out a valley trough, projecting a housing
onto a round surface, and the free-hand cutting of log joinery.
“Tech Talk” will show various jigs and tools for working in the
round, and there will also be a preview of the new standards for
log construction developed by the International Code Council. 

Other presentations of interest to log builders include Whit
Holder demonstrating traditional scribing techniques for timber
frames, including lining, two-foot mark, lofting, drawboring,
and more. Jennifer Anthony will examine engineering for log
structures during an engineering symposium preceding the
Conference. Axe throwing, the Summerbeam bookstore and
exuberant comraderie are familiar themes you’ll recognize from
ILBA conferences that are also a big part of Guild events.

For information on the Conference, including a complete
schedule and description of events and talks, go to
www.tfguild.org or call the Guild at 1-413-623-9926. 

TFGNA “Log Track” 
at Montebello

Hello Robert
I wanted to thank you for “The Inside Story
on Spiral Grain” in LBN 63. This is the clear-
est compilation of the available research and
present knowledge on spiral grain I have
read. Section 2.A.4 of the ILBA standards
pertaining to spiral grain is the most contro-
versial and least understood section of that
document. My guess is this will not change
much but at least the discussion will be bet-
ter informed.
Thanks, John Boys

L E T T E R  T O  T H E  E D I T O R

And log builders complain that it is difficult to scaffold a log
building! PHOTO R.W. CHAMBERS

Start planning now for the

35th AGM & ILBA Conference 2008
Grouse Mountain Resort, Whitefish, Montana

April 3 - 6th, 2008 (Main Conference)
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hat’s right. The average 2,200 sq. ft. home has over 5280 feet

of log joint exposed to the elements. Don’t take a chance keep-

ing out the invasive power of Mother Nature—join the thousands of

homeowners who have sealed their home with Log Jam chinking.  

When other chinking pulls away Log Jam holds its seal.

Since its introduction in 1985, Log Jam

chinking has been the recognized industry stan-

dard in elasticity, adhesion, and durability. It is

also the only chinking to hold a UL fire resistance

rating. Log Jam doesn’t just fill the gaps, it pro-

vides ultimate protection against the elements.

T

Over 1 mile of
Gaps this Wide?

Over 1 mile of
Gaps this Wide?

10300 E. 107th Place • Brighton, CO 80601

1-800-767-5656 • www. sashco.com
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Rotary Chisel Review
I took the Chainsaw carving course with Mike McVay at the
Abbotsford conference last spring. Not only was it a great learning
experience with a great instructor but it was an excuse to buy a 
few new tools, including several rotary chisels. I have very little 
experience with power carving tools so I lent them to Joe Ratushniak,
a very talented carver working mostly with power carving tools. 
His review follows. 
— John Boys

The Rotary Chisel 
By Joe Ratushniak

Here’s an item I’ve been aware of for years but tried only
recently. Marketed mostly to woodcarvers, these triangular-
shaped, solid-carbide cutters are available in four profiles and
three sizes. I spent almost all of my time with the large (1-1/4"
diameter, 1/4" shaft, 1/2" depth of cut), round-tipped one the
company call “gouge” style. And the track it leaves behind is
similar to that of a hand gouge. Three other cutter shapes, each
one in a variety of sizes, are available.

Used with a 10,000 rpm die grinder it was a pleasure to oper-
ate. For a tool to be this aggressive and still easy to control is
surprising. I confidently removed wood right next to delicate-
features without feeling that it was going to grab and walk
away. These self-cleaning cutters can carve a variety of materials
including wood, soft stone, and soft metals.

I’m not sure where this product would prove valuable in the
practice of log building, but let’s face it, you’ve acquired just
about every known woodworking tool, you might as well get
this too. It should have been in my toolbox a long time ago.

Cutters are available from: Creative Technologies, Inc., phone 
1-307–266–2797, www.rotarychisel.com

LEFT Close up photo of rotary chisel in action.
BELOW Joe Wallygator PHOTO JOE RATUSHNIAK

Start planning now for the

35th AGM & 
ILBA Conference 2008

Grouse Mountain Resort
Whitefish, Montana

April 3 - 6th, 2008 (Main Conference)
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Are You a Candidate?
Directors Needed
The Board of Directors has one vacancy, and also has year-end
elections coming up for three seats—have you considered serv-
ing?

Throughout our long history, volunteers have always been
our strength. The ILBA’s directors, beyond being its chief volun-
teers, also shape what we do as an organization, and what our
priorities are. As Pat Clark says, “it is one of the rare opportuni-
ties in life to affect change in something you truly care about.”

John Boys, who has been on the Board at several times dur-
ing its history, feels that he is the one who has benefited:
“Serving on the Board has been a great opportunity for person-
al growth.” Ed Shure, when recently asked, put it this way:
“This group has been so helpful to me over the years. I feel it is
important to give back. I also like the opportunity to sharpen
skills that I wouldn’t otherwise use in my day to day activities. It
continues to be a learning experience.”

Not just ‘old hands’ should consider this opportunity—new-
comers also benefit from serving. Kevin R. Maynard, one of our
more recent members and Directors, thinks there are many
rewards for volunteering: “When you are a board member you
become famous if people do not already know you right away.
You make more friends which in return can make you more suc-
cessful. You have the chance to make a difference rather then
just going with the flow. When you get involved you feel good
about yourself like you can make a difference. You will increase
your knowledge of log building.”

“I have enjoyed being a Board member of the ILBA because
of the satisfaction it has given me of being able to give back to
an organization who has given so much to me,” says Rick Hall.

Still not convinced? Still on the fence? Then here’s the closer
from Egils Artmanis: “Honestly, it’s a pain in the ass, but I enjoy
sharing knowledge and wisdom about the craft with such crafty
log nerds.” Contact Ed Shure or Ann Miks for more information
about rubbing elbows with log nerds! 

Logworks Helper 
A pricing program specially written for fast and
accurate takeoffs and quotes of log home shells. 

Developed by Dai Ona with help from John Boys. 
You can customize Logworks Helper for the pricing
methods and preferences you currently use. 
NOTE: you must own a copy of Microsoft Excel® to run
Logworks Helper. 

Contact Ann at the ILBA office for sales and enquiries. 

Only CDN $500.
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Logworks Helper— Helps Our Business
By John Brown

When I began work at Highlands Log
Structures, Winston Johnson told me that
my first job was to find out how much it
costs us to build a house. Then we could
know how much, if any, money we were
making. Winston had been pricing log
homes by the linear foot, but his figures
were based only on other log builders’
because we didn’t know how much it cost
us to build. He knew that we were making
some money, but he didn’t know how
much. 

Before he priced by the linear foot of
log, he had been pricing by the square
footage, which can be very inaccurate
because it ignores interior walls and other
complexities of logwork and design.

He handed me a preview copy of the
new software program Logworks Helper. 
I spent the better part of the next month
in the log yard with a notebook and a

stopwatch. I timed every aspect of the log
building process including scribing, cut-
ting, grinding and crane time, just to
name a few. Winston and I added up all
the office salaries, equipment costs, insur-
ances, taxes and other overhead expens-
es. I entered this base information into the
Logworks program to get numbers that
apply specifically to our company. 

Now armed with this base information,
we were able to start estimating costs for
new projects. We enter the number of
rounds and the lengths of the walls for a
log structure. The program then quickly
calculates the time and the cost to build
the log shell structure. Logworks gives you
both a breakdown of the component
building costs and times, and a total
building cost and total time. It also gives
you the overhead costs associated with
this building.

Using Logworks, we know accurately
how much a given house will cost us to
build. Total selling price equals our cost
plus our mark-up, so we select the mark-
up that we want to use for each project. 

We are also able to select a mark-up for
each different portion of the work based
on the skill level required for the job. For
instance, building a 10' span king-post 
log truss uses approximately 36 linear 
feet of logs. But craftsmen who can build
a truss cost us more than a man who 
cuts four posts that are nine feet long—
even though both jobs use 36 linear feet
of log. 

We usually leave the individual mark-up
percentages alone and adjust the final
mark-up price as necessary for each
house. When we are already booked up,
then we make the mark-up percentage
higher, and we mark-up lower if we have
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time available on our calendar, and we
want to win the job. 

We like the versatility of Logworks
Helper. Because the base numbers are
all tailored to our company, we can 
easily change these numbers if our log
cost increases, or we buy a new crane.
The Logworks program will then give us
revised prices that reflect our new costs.

The Logworks program has helped
our company tremendously because we
now have accurate numbers that tell us
what to charge for a given log struc-
ture. It also lets us monitor our finances,
and know the profit from each job. It
saves time because we no longer have
to add up the linear footage of a house
by looking at the floor plan. And one of
the best aspects of Logworks is that can
be adapted and fine-tuned to future
changes in our company. 
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In Front of the World
By Robert W. Chambers

…continued page 16

A huge lake in the Russian far north, too big to see across. More than 1650
islands and skerries. Far from cities and roads. And here, built in the years just
before and after 1700 are some of the largest, and in my opinion, the most
beautiful and significant log buildings ever built.

The Kizhi “Pogost” is the name for the two famous log churches and bell
tower and its walled enclosure, but the entire island of Kizhi is a 22,000 acre
museum with more than 80 historical log structures—including windmills,
churches, houses, granaries, and three entire villages—down to saunas and
fish-houses. Most famous of these is the Cathedral of the Transfiguration—
with log walls more than 100 feet tall, and 22 domes. Every single wooden
shingle was hand-carved to fit its spot on each dome. It is a building of unbe-
lievable craft and beauty.

It has been restored three times, and the Transfiguration’s foundation prob-
lems were first noticed in 1759. By 1983, its walls and roof structures had to
be supported by a complex and heavy internal steel scaffold. The logwork
and roof structure do not have serious structural problems—it is the inade-
quate foundation that is to blame.

The goal is to fully restore the Transfiguration by 2014, which is its 300th
anniversary: to return the hundreds of gold-leaf paintings or “iconostases” to
its chapel, including its icon-covered “sky ceiling,” and to open it to the pub-
lic for the first time in 50 years. 

Since being declared a World Heritage Site in 1990, both tourism and
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The Kizhi Pogost: 
LEFT TO RIGHT: Church
of the Intercession,
Belltower, and
Cathedral of the
Transfiguration.
PHOTO R.W. CHAMBERS



restoration have increased dramatically. Kizhi island now gets
more than 150,000 tourists a year, and the museum has 200
full-time, plus another 170 seasonal, employees. (When I visited
in 1992 the island seemed almost empty.) Four of the staff are
certified industrial “steeplejack” climbers—a useful skill consider-
ing the work to be done here.

Now the museum also has a school for training new staff in
restoration techniques—a necessity considering the number 
of staff that will be required once the Transfiguration’s restora-
tion begins in earnest, the fact that Kizhi is an island many 
hours from the nearest city by hydrofoil, and considering that
the restoration staff will need to live on the island year-round,
and that access (and working conditions) during winter at 
62 degrees north latitude is difficult.

The 15 restoration staff currently at the Carpentry Centre are
under the guidance of Andrey Kovalchuk, who gave me a tour
of their new facilities, including inside storage for log buildings
and the logs that will be used during restoration, and a 30m by
55m (100’ x 180’) building where the Transfiguration cathedral
will be restored. This photo shows the floor of the cathedral
(which was removed in the 1980’s when the interior scaffold
was installed). The floor is made of half-logs, flat-side-up, which
were horizontally scribe-fitted to adjoining half-logs along both
long edges, as well as vertically scribed down onto numerous
log beams. The smaller cathedral next door (the “Intercession”)
has a floor built the same way, and it is utterly smooth and
seamless.

The man in charge of restoration for the Kizhi Pogost is
Nicolai Popov. This is the man with the vision, and a man whose
heart and soul are deeply joined with these old churches.
Nicolai and I sat at the second-story entrance to the
Transfiguration for a long time before he took me inside. He
needed the time to tell me about the church’s history . . . and
its future. Especially about the gigantic task ahead. Nicolai
knows what is at stake—after all, not many log builders have
Russian President Putin come calling for an update, as happened
this summer. (The two of them reportedly ended up in Popov’s

lakeside log sauna, with Putin’s helicopter parked outside.)
What is at stake? It is my impression that Kizhi might mean

more to Russians than the Statue of Liberty means to Americans.
After all, it was unknown Russian log builders who built the
Transfiguration without an architect or a plan, in the middle of,
well, nowhere. There weren’t even any trees on the island when
they laid the sill logs in 1714. This is the stuff of legend.

The 250 cubic meters of replacement logs of Scots pine were
cut down in February 2001 on the mainland, and have been
debarked, end-sealed, and stored inside since then. The new
storage facility allows individual logs to be rotated as they dry.
Popov expects to have to replace maybe 20% of the logs in the
cathedral, though quite a few of these will replace logs from
earlier restorations. As many of the original logs as possible will
be saved, of course. Previous restorers often replaced only half a
log (one notch of a two-notch log, for example), but Nicolai
told me that all the half-length logs would be removed from the
cathedral and replaced with full-length logs. It will look better,
and be stronger.

The process will be to restore the church in horizontal bands.
If the Cathedral were a cake, then one layer at a time will be
restored. The intriguing approach is that restoration will start at
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From left to right: Nicolai Popov, Alexi Isaev, and Robert
Chambers in front of the Transfiguration. PHOTO NICK BERWIAN

Left to right: Alexi (translator), Andrey Kovalchuk,
and Nick Berwian with halflog floor of
Transfiguration. PHOTO R.W. CHAMBERS
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+ shipping & applicable taxes 

JUST
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+ $5.95 CDN 

shipping & handling

the bottom of the building, not the top (see figure here, and 
numerous pages on Kizhi’s website). The lowest layer of log
walls will be removed from the structure while the 400 tonnes
of the remaining church above are supported by the internal
scaffold structure—which is much heavier than commercial 
staging-type scaffold. (What look like exterior strongbacks on the
log walls are actually boards covering steel bolts that tie the log
walls to the scaffold.) A new foundation will be poured (the

church has rested only on one large boulder at each log corner
for almost 300 years), the lowest story will be taken to the
restoration center (about two miles away) log-by-log, where it
will be rebuilt and restored, logs replaced, and then returned
log-by-log, to the new foundation.

To accomplish this rebuilding from the bottom up it is neces-
sary to lift the church off its walls several times—in fact, at every
one of the eight layers, or storeys. In 2004 there was a test 
performed and the uppermost 12m (40') of the structure, which
weighs 30 tonnes, was lifted eight inches, held, and then low-
ered again. Watch the video on the Museum’s website (links
available on ILBA website).

It is the goal of the Museum, and of the United Nations 
ICOMOS program that is helping to fund the restoration, to
have all ongoing work visible “In Front of the World,” which is
the project’s tagline. Visit http://kizhi.karelia.ru/carpenter_
world/index_ e.htm and you will find a lot of information
already posted, a web camera, photos of the gold inconostases,
and empty webpages waiting to be filled in as work continues
over the next eight years. 

My thanks to the staff of the Kizhi Museum, and especially 
to Nicolai Popov, Andrey Kovalchuk, Olga Titova, and Alexi Isaev
for showing me and Nick Berwian around for two days this
summer. It was a pilgrimage this log builder will never forget.

The Transfiguration with
the second “base”
removed and scaffold
visible inside.



Are you a log builder or designer interested in creating a small
shelter? We hope you’ll put your talent to good use and partici-
pate in a design competition to create three unique park bench-
es with shelters for the new Silver Park in Missoula, Montana.  

This competition is a partnership of the Missoula
Redevelopment Agency (MRA), the International Log Builders
Association (ILBA), and the Timber Framers Guild (TFG). Three
distinct designs will be selected and built using reclaimed tim-
bers from the site and sinker logs taken from up-river. 

One structure will be a log design, and will be built during an
ILBA pre-conference workshop in Whitefish, and two will be
timber-frame designs and will be built at a TFG workshop in
Missoula. ILBA members can submit designs for either the log
or the timber designs, or for both types.

For information and details on the design criteria, specifica-
tions, timeline, and registration rules, please go to links on the
ILBA or TFG websites. Competition participants will receive a
timber list and specific design criteria developed by the Silver
Park design board to provide parameters for your design.  

The deadline for submitting your design is November 15,
2007, and winning designs will be announced shortly after-
wards in December. The design jury includes members of the
MRA, ILBA, and TFG, as well as representatives of the Silver Park
design board and a local Missoula architect. Join in, and good
luck! 
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TOP Site for Silver Park
BOTTOM Plan for Missoula's riverfront parks
LEFT Clarks Fork River in Missoula. 
PHOTOS JENNIFER ANTHONY

Park Structure Design Contest
By Jennifer Anthony, PE
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A marketing survey conducted by J. Rouleau & Associates, LLC in
May 2007 asked one question: “What is your best source of
leads?” The survey was sent to a cross section of the home build-
ing industry, and 275 responses were received from 12 different
industry sectors including builders, architects, and systems-built
home producers and dealers.

Of the 24 unique lead sources listed, the top 5 responses com-
prised 72% of all responses, and the top 10 sources accounted
for 91% of all responses. The top five responses were: referrals,
Internet/website, home/trade shows, model homes and semi-
nars/events. Interestingly, similar sectors often reported different
‘best’ lead sources. Though the survey results show a growing
emphasis on Internet and website marketing, traditional advertis-
ing, particularly magazine, home shows, and local media, still
ranked high among many respondents in terms of the number
and quality of leads produced.

Why is this question so important? Today, we have more
means of generating leads than ever before. Not only has the
Internet become an inexpensive way to market (listed the #1
lead source in 4 out of 12 industry sectors), there are growing
options for print, local media, event and expo marketing, many
of these specific to individual sectors of the housing industry.

Yet, not all lead sources return the same number of leads per
investment, or the same conversion rate
– converting leads to sales. This led to
the question of what ‘best lead source’
meant – most number of leads, or high-
est quality of leads. And, to further com-
plicate matters, many are having a hard
time tracking sales back to their original
lead source; they may contact you
through your website or by phone, but
their original exposure may have been
in a magazine or at a show. It makes it
difficult to know where to spend your
advertising dollars.

So, a company with a finite ad budget has to dig deeper
before committing to any single marketing endeavor. In fact,
many who listed more than one ‘best’ source justified their multi-
ple answers by saying that a multi-pronged strategy is important;
customers who are shopping for a new home will look in several
different places – local papers, trade magazines, shows, real
estate guides, model centers, the Internet, etc. – to find the right
home, supplier and builder.

The 15-page Executive Summary: Housing Industry’s Best Lead
Sources details the results of the survey and lists responses by
lead source and industry sector. Also included is a summary of
the top 5 sources listed along with comments from participants.
The Executive Summary: Housing Industry’s Best Lead Sources is
available from J. Rouleau & Associates LLC. The complete 
15-page summary can be downloaded at:
www.builderradio.com/leadsurvey.html 

Jerry is a speaker, author, and consultant, specializing in log
homes, sales training, and public relations. For more information
check out his web site: www.jrouleau.com. Several free sales and
marketing podcasts are also available on www.BuilderRadio.com
and www.BuildGreenRadio.com

New Survey Reveals Best Leads for Sales 
By Jerry Rouleau

Start planning now for the

35th AGM & 
ILBA Conference

2008
Grouse Mountain Resort

Whitefish, Montana
April 3 - 6th, 2008 

(Main Conference)
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F O R  S A L E F O R  S A L E H E L P  W A N T E D

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S

LOG BUILDING TOOLS – STARRETT &
MACKIE scribers; heavy duty drawknives up to
30"; peeling spuds; chopping & finishing axes;
broadaxes; adzes; GRANSFORS axes; ENGLISH
slicks; ROBERT SORBY, HENRY TAYLOR, FOOT -
PRINT & PHEIL chisels and gouges; JAPANESE
slicks, chisels, saws, ink lines & flex squares; hand-
forged Flarens, shovel gouges, flat & scarf slicks,
drawknives & draw-gouges; BARR Specialty Tools;
peavies; cant hooks; lifting tongs; log dogs &
cleats; log horses; water stones; Diamond
whetstones; NORTHWEST calipers, tenon cutters
& long auger bits; ship augers; chainsaw mills &
attachments; MAKITA & MAFELL planers, saws &
chain mortisers; MACKIE log building books &
videos. FREE 32-page catalogue. 
MAGARD VENTURES LTD, 8365 Domagala Road,
Prince George, BC, Canada V2K 5R1
Tel: 250-962-9057 Fax: 250-962-9157 
Attn: Maurice Gardy
magardlogtools@telus.net

For Sale Drafting Service Specializing in Log
buildings. Over 200 sets of building drawings.
Call 250-212-3212

Logworks Helper
Pricing program specially written for fast and
accurate takeoffs and quotes of log home 
shells. You can customize it for the pricing
methods and preferences you currently use.
Note: you must own a copy of Microsoft
Excel® to run Logworks Helper. Developed by
Dai Ona with help from John Boys. Contact
Ann at the ILBA offices for sales and enquiries.
CDN $500.

1999 Heartwood Band Sawmill Model
310 Electric; Never been used; 6" Double-Cut
(cutting travel speed up to 3 feet per second
forward or reverse). Will require 600 Volt 3 Phase
Power or motor exchange. The only noticeable
noise this mill makes is the actual blade cutting
through wood. Eighty-eight feet of track;
operator travels with mill head along track.
Numerous track-mounted hydraulic log handing
systems and full programmable computer
controlled set works. (We purchased 2 and only
set one up for use.) Purchased in 1999,
replacement value of this unit today is over
$130,000 Canadian. Asking $65,000.00
Canadian, will require some site preparation and
assembly. To compare this to any of the small
bandsaws is like comparing a hi-way tractor/
trailer to a go-cart, this is a serious production
mill. We often can go three weeks between
bandsaw blade sharpenings! Please arrange for an
appointment to see the twin unit in operation.
Link to this model at Heartwood Saw:
http://www.heartwoodsaw.com/Model_310.html
Email to info@moosemountain.com or phone toll
free 1-877-932-3992 Lloyd Beckedorf, Moose
Mountain Log Homes Inc.

1979 Bantam S688 20 ton Rough
Terrain Crane Very good working condition.
Builders that know Bantam Cranes will tell you
about their ease and simplicity to operate,
maintain and repair compared with Grove,
Linkbelt, P&H etc. as well as availability and lower
cost to parts. Very strong, quick and fuel efficient.
60 feet of hydraulic boom or 80 feet with jib.
Priced very low at $22,500.00 US. Located in
western Illinois USA. Phone toll free: 1-877-932-
3992 or email to: info@moosemountain.com 

Great yard crane: 78 Koehring Conventional
Truck Crane, 35 ton, 110 ft boom. Asking 45,000
Contact: Brian Campbell 250-955-2485

Japanese woodworking tools for sale:
Chalk lines, squares, saws – in stock. Power tools
and others by special order. Check out the 
"Tools" page on our web site:
www.customloghomesltd.com
Contact Sledge@telus.net or phone Sledge at
Custom Log Homes Ltd. 250-832-3690

H E L P  W A N T E D

Motivated individual with construction
experience, graduating top of the class from the
University of Wisconsin-Stout with a Degree in
Construction looking for a position within the log
building industry that will allow me to grow into
a management position. Very determined, self-
motivated, and willing to relocate. Can be
contacted at the following: 
Josh Peck, 29003 Long Lake, Danbury, Wisconsin
54830, Phone 715 (259-3220) or email
peckjosh@hotmail.com 

Log Crafters Wanted Mid-level (3-5 years
experience) to entry level (students from a
course) needed. While dual US & Canadian
citizenship or Class 1 truck driver’s license
would be a benefit, it is not necessary. Another
option, we will offer to subsidize training costs
of non-experienced dual citizens in our next
log building course. Applicants must have
Canadian citizenship or Landed Immigrant
status. With Moose Mountain you will be
involved in patented and warranted air and
weather tight fully scribed joinery, exciting
projects and the possibility of travel with a
company that is almost 30 years in business.
Earnings dependent on skill and experience
please call to discuss. 

Call us toll free at 1-877-932-3992 or email
info@moosemountain.com.

Did you know Environment Canada has
determined Alberta enjoys Canada’s overall
nicest climate and we are situated in the most
moderate area of Alberta all with the Rocky
Mountains at our doorstep. Alberta has one of
the lowest costs of living plus the very lowest
tax, where do you want to have your future?
To see the caliber of projects Moose Mountain
builds, visit our photo gallery at:
www.moosemountain.com

Experienced full-scribe log builder
wanted for year round, full-time work. Big White
Pine logs. Good working conditions, minimal
travel, good pay and benefits. Rural and beautiful
Northern Vermont near Connecticut River and
White Mountains of New Hampshire. 3 hours
from Boston, Montreal and coast of Maine.
Outdoors oriented person with good
woodworking and math skills. To apply send or
email resume and references. The Wooden House
Co., Ltd., 3714 North Rd., S. Ryegate, Vermont to
Newbury, Vermont 05051 Phone: 802-429-2490
email: john@woodenhousecompany.com

The Log Connection is currently seeking
three to four highly motivated, enthusiastic
individuals to become part of our design team.
Two positions are available for drafters with a
minimum of two years architectural CADD
drafting. Two positions are available for
accomplished drafters/designers with ability to
complete highly detailed log home construction
drawings within a specified time period is a
definite asset. Duties will include the creation of
working drawings for custom log homes based
on preliminary designs, production design and
detailing, shop drawings as well as modifications
to existing designs. Scope of work may range
from medium sized residential to large
commercial projects. Preferred experience would
include log home design/drafting. Provide
resume and samples of past CADD work,
attention to: Mr. Dave Sutton, The Log
Connection, 129 Nanaimo Ave. West, Penticton,
BC Canada V2A 1N2

Need Two Log Builders for Permanent Full
Time Work. Required Now.Located in Quebec.
$18 to $28/hr + benefits; depend on experience.
Join Us and Enjoy Quality Building and Complex
Roof Structure. Call Jean or Nancy Rodrigue at
819-832-2167 between 6 to 8 pm EST.

Experienced Log Builder Wanted for
permanent full time position. Send resumes with
references to danielalbert@coyoteloghomes.ca or
fax 613-756-6186. See our work at
www.coyoteloghomes.ca

Log Builders and Timber Framers
Wanted We need 4 to 5 log home builders
and/or timber framers at our plant in Chilliwack,
BC. We will be busy for the whole next year.
Please contact us via email at cancedar@shaw.ca or
phone 604-836-8315 and ask for Gerhard.

Handcrafted Log & Timber Frame
Builders Edgewood Log Structures, a successful 
Handcraft and Timber Frame company in Coeur
d’Alene, is looking for both experienced and
apprentice log and timber crafters. Wages are
DOE. Full time positions available immediately.
Please send resumé to Edgewood Log Structures,
P.O. Box 1030, Coeur d’Alene, ID 83816 or call
(208) 683-3332

Classifieds continue on page 22
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PA DRAFTING & DESIGN 

e-mail:  PADnD@alltel.net 

WAYNE BRUNNER  

RIDGWAY, PA. 15853 

Tel :      814-772-9184 

   Custom Log Home Designs 
        Will travel to your job site             
             22 years of experience 

Support the advertisers who support Log Building News. It’s a win-win situation!

Logworks 
Helper 

A pricing program specially written for
fast and accurate takeoffs and quotes of
log home shells. 

• Developed by Dai Ona with help from John

Boys. 

• You can customize Logworks Helper for the

pricing methods and preferences you currently

use. NOTE: you must own a copy of Microsoft

Excel® to run Logworks Helper. 

• Contact Ann at the ILBA office for sales and

enquiries. 

Only CDN $500.

Start planning now for the

35th AGM & 
ILBA Conference 2008

Grouse Mountain Resort
Whitefish, Montana
April 3 - 6th, 2008 

(Main Conference)
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H E L P  W A N T E D H E L P  W A N T E D A N N O U N C E M E N T S

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S

Legendary Logcrafters Limited is a hand -
crafted log home producer in Collingwood
Ontario. Due to a consistent annual growth, our
company is adding multiple positions from
apprenticeships to experienced log home
builders. Legendary offers highly competitive
wages and a very structured work environment.
Please email resume to
Legendary@legendarylog.com or fax 
705-444-6675 or call 705-444-0400

Handcrafted Log Home Builder wanted:
Full Time position available immediately,
experienced applicants only please. Wage
negotiable, depending on experience. Please
send resume with references to: Whitevalley Log
Homes Ltd., Cherryville, BC Attn: Eric Ph/Fax:
(250) 547-6666 info@whitevalleyloghomes.com

Log Craftsmen Needed for Scott Hay
Handcrafted Log Homes Inc. located near
Flesherton ON. I am looking for an experienced
Log Home Builder with a minimum of 2 years
experience. I am a small company with about 3
full time workers and we build 4 to 6 log shells
a year. Wages are based on your commitment,
ability, and productivity. Contact Scott Hay at
519-924-2797 fax 519-924-3797
scotthay@cablerocket.com

Log Builder Wanted Log Home Builder
career opportunity available with a progressive,
quality oriented, full service log home company.
Edmonton area, permanent full time, year round.
1-2 years experience, must have own tools and
transportation, wages are $18.00-$30.00/hr on
piece work. Fax resume to (780) 460-2584.

Pristine Log & Timber Ltd., a hand crafted
log and timberframe construction company
located in Lumby, BC is looking for log and
timberframe builders, experience/abilities in both
crafts preferred. Please send resume along with
wage expectations to: Pristine Log & Timber Ltd.,
PO Box 160, 1837 Shuswap Ave., Lumby, BC V0E
2G0. Fax: (250) 547-2400, Email:
info@pristinelogandtimber.com.

Experienced handcrafted log builder
wanted for work in “Australia.” Excellent
opportunity available for an experienced Log
Crafter, willing to work in Australia for a min of 
2 years. The position is to assist in the production
of our Log yard as a leading hand/foreman,
applicant must have min 4 years experience in
the production of Full scribed and Chinked Log
Homes, be able to work unsupervised and have
the ability to supervise and train up to three
apprentices. Applications can be sent via e-mail to
info@greatbearloghomes.com.au
or phone 61 3 57 791 527 

Wanted: Log Builders/Timber Framers
Minimum 5 years experience in high-end
handcrafting; Salary DOE. Please contact
timberwize@earthlink.net or phone 970-988-6561

Log/Timber Craftsman Small custom log
and timber building company in Carbondale,
Colorado (30 minutes from Aspen) dedicated to
high quality craftsmanship, is looking for
experienced log/timber craftsman. Must be
willing to learn more and able to work closely
with small crew. Beautiful mountain location with
all the outdoor recreation choices. Please send
email inquiry to
marianne@ackermanlogandtimber.com

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Free Trees! The Assistant Chief of the city of
Detroit (State of Michigan) Steven K. Leggat is
looking for an individual or company who would
be interested in taking (for free) about 80,000
trees (and about another 150,000 trees in the
next few years) within the city of Detroit. The city
has maps of the location of the trees. Interested
parties can contact him and he will connect the
parties to the appropriate city office. The contact
information is: Steven K. Leggat, Assistant Chief,
City of Detroit, Building & Safety Engineering
Housing Inspection Division, Coleman A. Young
Municipal Center, 2 Woodward Avenue, Suite
412, Detroit, Michigan 48226. 
Phone: 313-224-3155. Fax: 313-224-2745,
leggats@bsed.ci.detroit.mi.us,
www.ci.detroit.mi.us

New Timber Truss Book available from
The Guild The Timber Framers Guild has just
published one of its finest books and another
invaluable reference for timber framers, designers,
preservationists, architects and engineers. Historic
American Roof Trusses (2006) is a compilation of
six articles which originally appeared in the TFG’s
quarterly journal, Timber Framing, plus new
material. Primary author Jan Lewandoski covers
the principles of building various trusses,
including scissor trusses, kingpost and queenpost
trusses, and compound and raised bottom chord
trusses, using historic examples. Ed Levin provides
structural analyses for each type, and Jack Sobon
provides detailed drawings. New material
includes an introduction to trusses by noted
timber engineer Dave Fischetti, a treatise on the
evolution of trusses by Jan Lewandoski, and a
comprehensive glossary and bibliography. The
original research for this book was partially
funded by a grant from the National Park Service
and the National Center for Preservation
Technology and Training.
Price: $30 US, plus postage and handling. 
92 pages, 9"x12", color, Smythe sewn binding,
ISBN # 0-9706643-4-6
Available from the Timber Framers Guild at
www.tfguild.org, or TFG, PO Box 60, Becket, MA
(USA) 413-623-9926

Expert Witness—Robert W. Chambers is
available as an expert witness, consultant, or
inspector for log home disputes or lawsuits.
Please contact Robert at 612-804-2300 or
robert@LogBuilding.org

Brian Lloyd Construction Consulting
• Industry Consulting
• Building Inspection
• Expert Witness
• Conflict Resolution
Vernon, BC. Tel/Fax 250-549-3545 
email bg_Lloyd@hotmail.com

FREE Log Selection Calculator Go to
www.LogBuilding.org and then click on “Free
Information.” From that page choose the log
selection calculator and download it to your
computer. Requires Excel software to open and
use this file. It gives you T-1, T-2, B-1 and B-2 for
any set of logs.

EAR.LOG – EAR PROTECTION
It was great meeting all of you at the ILBA
Conference! Thank you to all who lent me their
ear to preserve and protect your hearing!
Wearing dBBlockers offers the Smartest Hearing
Protection in the World - the only ISO accredited
Lab in North America. Please email for more info:
Anne Erhardt with Custom Protect Ear
aerhardt@protectear.com or www.protectear.com

Ed Shure and Architect Paul Froncek
have teamed up to provide you and your clients
with beautiful designs that begin with a structural
sensibility. Our 23-year professional relationship
enables us to provide site specific design, as well
as coordination with timber craftsmen,
contractors, engineers & building officials to
insure a seamless (and mostly painless) process.
We have the experience to create log & timber
designs that you will love to build. 
Full 3D drawing capability, including:
– walk through presentations
– permit & construction drawings
– shop drawings for hand or machine cutting
– steel & hardware design
– structural analysis 
For more info contact:
Ed Shure at Timmerhus Inc.
303-449-1336 or ed@timmerhusinc.com

E V E N T S  &  T R A I N I N G

2007
Robert W. Chambers will teach two courses
in handcrafted log construction at Aoraki
Polytech, Timaru, New Zealand in November,
2007. Details available at www.LogBuilding.org
and www.aoraki.ac.nz

Seminar for old school Log Home
Building in Mecklenburg, Germany - 22nd of
October and 18th of November 2007
Why “old school” rather then “traditional”? This
has been deliberate to avoid the common
misunderstanding that traditional Log Homes are
built with chain saws, whereas we’re using hand
tools. Historians have proved that in Europe Log
Cabins have been build with axes for more than 

Classifieds continue on page 24
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Learn about timber framing

Experience the joy of building 
community through craft

Timber Framers Guild

education • inspiration 

888-453-0879
www.TFGUILD.ORG

Support the advertisers who support Log Building News. It’s a win-win situation!

Sheep Wool Insulation
For Log Homes

in Rope, Batts or
Loose-Fill

Ph/Fax: 403-845-6705
E-MAIL

stan@goodshepherdwool.com

www.GoodShepherdWool.com

Call STAN for a Free-Sample

Now in Europe, Africa, South America, 37 states & 11 Prov./Terr.

Building Healthy Log Homes Naturally!

Summer Beam Books
specializing in timber framing

and related topics

2299 Rte 488

Clifton Springs, NY 14432

toll free 877-272-1987

315-462-3444

Charlotte Cooper, owner
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THE PAT WOLFE
LOG BUILDING SCHOOL
• Pat Wolfe has 30+ years experience teaching 1000s of students
• Choose from 1, 4, or 10-week courses
• Hands-on learning
• Courses in spring & fall
• Also available: Pat Wolfe Log Scriber-$70

613-256-0631
RR2 Lanark, Ontario • Canada • K0G 1K0

Email: pwolfe@istar.ca • www.logbuildingschool.net
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VERNON • KAMLOOPS 
BRITISH COLUMBIA

tel: 250.372.3373
fax: 250.828.6848

toll free in BC: 1-800-663-6432
mel@waysidepress.com

PROUD TO SERVE 

THE INTERNATIONAL 

LOG BUILDERS’ 

ASSOCIATION

“Celebrating our 30th anniversary in 2005”

LOOKING TO INCREASE

SALES?
We Focus on the Log Home Industry

Public Relations  •  Training  •  Mystery Shopping
Builder/Dealer Development

J. Rouleau & Associates, LLC

860-589-7391
www.jrouleau.com

R.C.M. CAD Design & Drafting Ltd.

Exclusively designing log homes 
& Post and Beam since 1994

Bus: (604) 850-6723   Fax: (604) 850-6734
E-mail: rcmcaddesign@shawbiz.ca

Web Page: www.loghomedesign.ca

“Check out our Web page to learn about us & our product”
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Space Available

Advertise TODAY!
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C L A S S I F I E D  A D S

1200 years while the habit of using chain saws as
traditional tools dates back only 30 years, and
probably came from Canada.
The Hermannshagen Manor, a non profit
association which provides open youth work on
their farm, invites you to build a log sauna using
only hand tools. It’s a hands on project that will
be run as a seminar. We invite everyone who
wants to learn the trade, as well as professionals,
to come and swing an axe. The sauna provides a
great opportunity to try techniques and
exchange knowledge. The project is run by Stefan
Höpner who learned Log Building in Russia (the
cradle of European Log Home Building) and
Hannes Schnelle who brings with him experience
with hand tools from Japan. The project is from
the 22nd of October until 18th of November
2007. During this time the Seminar is open for
every one on a flexible basis. That means, we ask

inexperienced people to come for at least two
weeks. Every one who is not completely left-
handed will pick up the handicraft’s basics of
using an axe and other hand tools within a week,
under our professional lead. During the second
week we will need your newfound skills to speed
up the building process of the Sauna. That’s
when you will start to learn about the actual
principles of log home building. Of course, being
only two weeks, it will be quite intensive which is
why we recommend beginners to join in for the
whole period of the Seminar. Everyone else, who
can confidently handle an axe, without over
cutting the line, is welcome to join in at any
convenient time. 
Cost: The cost is only 15 Euros per day per
person. This covers food, accommodation and
the Seminar. All other luxury goods have to be
paid out of your own pocket money. You should

also allow money for spare time activities, for
example trips to the Hanseatic cities of Rostock
and Wismar or the Baltic Sea coast.

That’s it, we are proud to offer you the
opportunity to join us in this promising project.
Its success will be all the greater with your
participation! Bookings are to be sent before the
1st of October to: hermannshagen@inmv.de
Gutshaus Hermannshagen
Untere Dorfstrasse 1
18246 Hermannshagen
Germany

Stairs in Florence, Italy designed by Michelangelo,
looking like slate flowing from one floor to another.
PHOTO R.W. CHAMBERS
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to the shores of a lake accessible only by air. In effect, 80% of
our population today is urban as compared to about 60% when
WWII ended. In the lower mainland of British Columbia where I
live, the most vigourous home building market is condominiums.
Framing contractors tell me they are mostly landing contracts for
new multi-family dwellings.

I remind you of Prof. David Foot’s (www.footwork.com) 
prediction that only 25% of the Boomer cohort is our potential
customer. Still, that is still a huge number: in Canada there are
about 2,500,000 and in the US 25,000,000 potential customers.
The boomers have always been the most sizeable market, and
now they are the most sizeable for leisure property. They are also
the richest cohort in history. This makes them attractive to us,
but are our log homes attractive to them?

When I re-read the old Mackie newsletters, the ‘back to the
land’ mentality is clear. A return to pioneer living. Stone-ground
flour. Wilderness. Purity in vernacular architecture. Many of my
early students were not destined for the log building profession
—they only wanted to build for themselves, their friends, and
families. After the hippy era, the Boomers traded their love-beads
and geodesic domes for attaché cases and suburbia, though
deep down they still carry the nostalgia of back to the land.

The marketplace changes to attract and satisfy the demands of
today’s buyer. The Recreational Vehicle Dealers Association has a 

huge campaign to attract GenXers—and it’s working. The aver-
age age of the owner of a recreational vehicle has dropped from
60 to 48. RVs now have fireplaces, surround sound and flatscreen;
and new RV parks have golf courses not just mini-golf, tennis
pros not just tennis courts, and lap pools not just kiddie pools.

Do log builders have anything like that going on? I’m wonder-
ing if we can adapt our product to be attractive to a larger mar-
ket. Can we find a way to make log homes fit into a modern
subdivision? Or produce log products instead of complete
homes? Or perhaps log condo’s in places near urban centres?

What are you doing to attract people who are not now inter-
ested in your log homes? This is a question that our industry
needs to answer, and soon. 

This article is adapted from a session given by Vic Janzen at the
2007 Abbotsford Conference.

Demographics
from page 2

Some of our customers aged 50 to 63 are buying $100,000
houses on wheels instead of log vacation homes. Are there
things we can do with our product to make it more appealing?
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members. Articles, photos and letters are
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Log Building News is a great way to con-
tact the best log home builders. The ILBA
is the largest group of builders of hand-
crafted log homes in the world — our
members made well over $250 million of
logwork last year. Please contact the office
at 800-532-2900 for an advertising specifi-
cation sheet and ad rates.

Joining the ILBA
Membership in the International Log Builders’
Association is open to any interested person.
Members get a copy of the ILBA Log Building
Standards, one year of Log Building News, member-
ship certificate, voting privileges, discounted confer-
ence registration, a listing in the Annual Directory, a
copy of the Association Constitution and Bylaws,
use of computerized help wanted and work wanted
ads, and all ILBA mailings and notices. Company
memberships have additional benefits. The ILBA
accepts Visa or MasterCard. For more information
on dues and member benefits, please call the ILBA
office at 800-532-2900.
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Coming up in Log Building News 65 — 

• Insight into Bylaws and Ethics

• Makita Groove Cutter

• Whitefish Conference 2008

• More Tech Talk 
(contribute your ideas and photos today)

SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES TODAY – WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!



Number 64 LogBuildingNews  27

An informative book on jigs and work methods specific to our trade. Sections include: Scribing
and Layout, Stairs and Railings, Cutting and Drilling, Stairs and Railings, Holding, Mills and
Machines, Lifting, Work Methods, Accessing Heights, Resources, Cool Tools and New Stuff.
• Available to ILBA members only
• Convenient binder format allows additional information to be inserted 
• Price $95.00 CAN plus shipping

A Boys Big Book of Jigs
A Log Builder’s Reference to Jigs, Tools and Techniques

To order, contact the ILBA office at 1-800-532-2900 or 
250-547-8776 or email info@logassociation.org

JIG BOOK
- - - -

On sale NOW!
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